The lllinois State Seal of Biliteracy
School Year 2025 Summary Report

The Seal of Biliteracy was established in Illinois to recognize high
school graduates who have attained a high level of proficiency in
one or more languages in addition to English (105 ILCS 5/2-3.159).

Any high school student who demonstrates the appropriate language proficiency can earn the Seal of
Biliteracy, including those who are current English learners (EL), have qualified as English proficient
(Former EL), or are not considered English learners (Never EL).

In SY 2024-25, 11,131 Seals of Biliteracy were earned: 12%
® |n 62 distinct languages ® |n 139 school districts : .
m By 10,799 students-7.9% - 288 distinct high . ofhigh school graduates
of 2025 graduates schools earned at .Ie.aSt one
. Current EL: 891 : Seal of Biliteracy
- Former EL: 5,231 or Commendation
- Never EL: 5,009 Toward Biliteracy.
8%

Top 10 Languages of Non-Spanish Seals of Biliteracy Awarded

® Polish: 555 ® American Sign m Ukrainian: 70
® French: 365 Language: 149 ® |atin: 62
®m Mandarin ® Russian: 128 m Korean: 60
(Chinese): 251 m German: 116 m Japanese: 57
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The lllinois State Commendation Toward Biliteracy
3 School Year 2025 Summary Report

5 The Seal of Biliteracy was established in lllinois to recognize high
school graduates who have attained a high level of proficiency in
one or more languages in addition to English (105 ILCS 5/2-3.159).

Any high school student who demonstrates the appropriate language proficiency can earn the State

Commendation Toward Biliteracy, including those who are current English learners (EL), have qualified as
English proficient (Former EL), or are not considered English learners (Never EL).

In SY 2024-25, 5,980 Commendations Toward Biliteracy were earned:

® |n 31distinct languages

m By 5,933 students - 4.3% of 2025 graduates
« Current EL: 1,243
« Former EL: 1,250
» Never EL: 3,487

® |n 126 school districts
« 262 distinct high schools

21%

Top 10 Languages of Non-Spanish Commendations Toward Biliteracy Awarded

® French: 700 m Polish: 76 m [talian: 40
® German: 157 m Latin: 58 ®m Arabic: 34
® Mandarin

® American Sign ® Japanese: 31

(Chinese): 154 Language: 46 m Hebrew: 24
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The lllinois State Seal of Biliteracy
Trends Over Time

In 2013, lllinois became the third state to establish a State Seal of
Biliteracy. The first awards were presented to graduates in 2015, with
503 students earning Seals of Biliteracy, 214 earning Commendations
Toward Biliteracy, and 15 districts participating. On this 10-year
anniversary of the program, 11,131 Seals of Biliteracy and 5,980
Commendations Toward Biliteracy were awarded across 139 districts.

Seals of Biliteracy Awarded Commendations Toward Biliteracy
per EL Status Awarded per EL Status

Former Never : Former Never
EL EL : EL EL

2020 81 2,722 3,374 2020 200 605 1,816
2021 78 1,420 1,910 2021 131 368 1,473
2022 150 3,170 3,341 2022 408 802 2,77
2023 332 4,045 3,477 2023 589 980 2,588
2024 634 4,884 3,851 2024 81 1,347 3,249
2025 891 5,231 5,009 2025 1,243 1,250 3,487
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The lllinois State Seal of Biliteracy
Trends Over Time

In 2013, lllinois became the third state to establish a State Seal of
Biliteracy. The first awards were presented to graduates in 2015, with
503 students earning Seals of Biliteracy, 214 earning Commendations
Toward Biliteracy, and 15 districts participating. On this 10-year
anniversary of the program, 11,131 Seals of Biliteracy and 5,980
Commendations Toward Biliteracy were awarded across 139 districts.

There has been an overall upward trend in the number of Seals of Biliteracy and Commendations Toward
Biliteracy awarded, despite a short-term disruption during the pandemic.

In 2019, the program shifted from an email-based system to using the Student Information System (SIS)
for applications and data reporting, simplifying the process for participation.
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The lllinois State Seal of Biliteracy
Nonpublic Data and Trends
In 2020, ISBE began including nonpublic schools in the lllinois State

Seal of Biliteracy. Because nonpublic schools do not submit data
through the Student Information System (SIS) or report English learner

status, their data are reported separately. As with public school
districts, the number of Seals of Biliteracy and Commendation Toward
Biliteracy awarded by nonpublic schools has increased each year,

exceptin 2021.

In SY 2024-25, 20 nonpublic schools reported:

® 443 awards

« 269 Seals of Biliteracy

« 174 Commendations Toward Biliteracy
® |n 13 distinct languages

Nonpublic Awards per Year

Commendations

y Toward Total
B e Awards
. Hod Biliteracy er Year
Awarded P
2020 79 4 83
2021 38 29 67
2022 97 27 124
2023 105 65 170
2024 180 103 283
2025 269 174 443
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Languages Awarded by Nonpublic
Schools SY 2020- SY 2025

® Arabic ® [atin

m Chinese ®m Mandarin

m Czech m Polish

® French ® Portuguese
®m German ® Romanian
®m Hebrew ® Russian

® [talian ® Spanish

® Japanese ® Tagalog

m Korean

Nonpublic Schools Reporting Awards

19 16 12
in 2025 in 2024 in 2023
8 5 L
in 2022 in 2021 in 2020

Languages Awarded by Nonpublic
Schools
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