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TEAACHing For Change

Supporting Illinois Educators in 
Teaching Equitable History
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Introductions
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Jordan Weatherl
Standards & Instruction

Fellow at ISBE
 Former Special Ed Teacher

Dr. Steven Isoye
Chair of the Illinois State 

Board of Education
  Former Science Educator, 
Principal, and Superintendent
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What is the TEAACH Act?
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The Illinois General Assembly passed the TEAACH Act in 2021. It mandates that 
every public K-12 school include at least one instructional unit of curriculum 
studying the events of Asian American history, beginning in this school year.

This history should include the contributions of Asian Americans in government, 
sciences, arts, and the social and political development of the United States.

Picture credit: The Asian 
American Foundation

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/TEAACH-Act-Fact-Sheet.pdf
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What does this mean for educators?
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1. Every public school in Illinois is required to teach at 
least one unit of Asian American history during the 
2022-23 school year and years beyond.

2. Regional Offices of Education are required to monitor 
school district compliance with the TEAACH Act during 
annual compliance visits to ensure Educators are 
implementing TEAACH.

3. Educators should take steps towards becoming more 
inclusive in their classrooms and communities.
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Illinois State Board of Education
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1 | Quick Links by Theme and Learning 
Objective: Free articles, sample lesson 
plans, presentations, and videos 
aligned to updated standards and 
grouped based on themes and 
competencies.

2 | Longer-form Text: Select 
memoirs, poems, essays, and 
historical fiction for purchase/rent 
at public libraries to provide  
more detailed perspectives on 
Asian American history and identity.

3 | Published version: You can find the 
published guide on our website here.

Description of Resource Guide:

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/TEAACH-Act-Resouce-Guide.pdf
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Statewide Inclusive efforts

Multitude of efforts to increase inclusive 
standards and instruction throughout Illinois*:

• Inclusive American History Commission Report
• Updated Social Science Standards
• 2020-2023 ISBE Strategic Plan
• I3 Social Science Program
• ISBE Instructional Mandates

*Important to note that Illinois is a local control state, 
meaning that curricular decisions are made at the 
district level.

https://www.isbe.net/Documents_IAHC/Inclusive-American-History-Commission-Report.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Standards-Courses.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ISBE-Strategic-Plan.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RnkK6iHhs74
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IL-Mandated-Units-of-Study.pdf
https://fordhaminstitute.org/national/commentary/local-control-versus-state-obligation
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Discussion with Dr. Steven Isoye
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Inclusive, Inquiry-Based Social Studies for Illinois

I3: Inclusive, Inquiry-Based Social Studies for Illinois is a 
six-part professional learning series for K-12 social 
studies teachers and curriculum leads in Illinois. The 
professional learning series will guide participants 
through an exploration of inquiry-based learning and 
the inclusive history standards for Illinois

The Illinois Social Science Standards are designed to 
ensure that students across Illinois focus on a common set 
of standards that promote the  development of the 
knowledge and skills necessary for success in college, 
career, and civic life in the 21st century.
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Q & A
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Send any questions you may have in the chat!

• Questions about this presentation can be sent to Jordan Weatherl
• Jweather@isbe.net

• Questions about Standards and Instruction:
•  ILTeachTalkLearn@isbe.net

Please fill out this feedback form as you exit this training:

https://bit.ly/TEAACHing4Change

mailto:Jweather@isbe.net
mailto:ILTeachTalkLearn@isbe.net
https://bit.ly/TEAACHing4Change
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Next Steps
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Review the previous TEAACH Webinar and Resources to drive 
further inclusive instructional supports:

– TEAACH Act Fact Sheet

– ISBE TEAACH Resource Guide

– TEAACH Act Implementation Guide

– TEAACHing for Inclusion Discussion

– TEAACHing With Pushback Webinar

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/TEAACH-Act-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/TEAACH-Act-Resource-Guide.pdf
https://register.gotowebinar.com/recording/8919133200247537410
https://register.gotowebinar.com/recording/7140812780921766914
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2xzGHcM_AUc
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