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NOFO/RFP OVERVIEW
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Purpose

• The purpose of the Elementary and Secondary
Relief – Digital Professional Learning
NOFO/RFP is to assist school districts in
enabling digital-age teaching and learning.
School districts may use funds to provide
educators with professional learning
opportunities that drive digital-age learning,
integrate technology across subject areas, and
develop digital citizenship.



6

Program Description
• Equitable access to technology-enhanced instruction, 

curriculum, and assessments is one of the foundational 
components upon which today’s schools create enhanced and 
empowered digital learning experiences. Quality professional 
learning for educators and parents/caregivers on the 
meaningful use of technology is critical in effectively enabling 
digital learning.

• The Elementary and Secondary Relief – Digital Professional 
Learning NOFO/RFP is a one-time grant opportunity that 
utilizes Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) 
Act funding to assist districts in reducing barriers to the 
continuity of education by addressing professional learning 
needs related to digital remote learning. .
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Program Description
• Grant funds will be awarded based on the highest 

needs as identified in the grant application. Grant 
application questions will assess professional learning 
needs and the way in which additional funds will 
complement the district’s existing professional learning 
plan. In addition, the application will ask districts how 
they are supporting all students, including, but not 
limited to, students with disabilities, English Learners, 
and students from low-income families. 

• As part of the application process, applicants must 
complete the Illinois School District Technology Survey 
prior to the submission of the application.
– If districts submitted the Illinois School District Technology 

Survey as part of the application process for the Digital 
Equity Grant, there is no need to submit the survey again.
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CARES and GEER
• The CARES Act required that at least 90% of the 

Elementary and Secondary School Emergency 
Relief Fund flow to local educational agencies, 
with no more than 10% reserved for state 
education agencies.

• Congress set aside approximately $3 billion of the 
$30.75 billion allotted to the Education 
Stabilization Fund through the CARES Act for the 
Governor’s Emergency Education Relief Fund 
(GEER).  The Department will award these grants 
to States (governor’s offices) based on a formula 
stipulated in the legislation.
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Eligibility
Illinois public school districts, state-
authorized charter schools, and
Regional Offices of Education (ROEs)
are eligible to apply. Priority points
will be given to those applicants
that are furthest away from 100% or
more Final Percent of Adequacy as
listed on the fiscal year 2020 Full FY
2020 Evidence-Based Funding (EBF)
Calculation.

EBF data using the Full FY 20 EBF Calculation at 
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/ebfdistribution.aspx

Eligible entities have received an IWAS broadcast and will see the grant by
selecting System Listing in IWAS. Note that this grant has different eligibility
requirements than the Digital Equity Grant.

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/ebfdistribution.aspx
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APPLICATION PROCESS 
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Grant Application

• Online application accessible via IWAS
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Overview Page
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Pre-Submission Requirement

• Applicants must complete the Illinois School 
District Technology Survey at 
https://ltcillinois.tfaforms.net/7 prior to the 
submission of the grant application

• Survey must be submitted by August 28

• If a district has already submitted a survey to 
apply for the Digital Equity Grant, there is no 
need to do this again!

https://ltcillinois.tfaforms.net/7
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Survey

• After submission, the LTC's support team 
will review the survey.

• The purpose of the approval process is 
to identify and resolve inconsistencies 
or questions related to technical details prior 
to grant application submission. If needed, the 
LTC will contact you to clarify the survey data.

• Approximate turn-around time is seven days.
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Survey
• Survey can be saved and completed later

• The Survey questions can be viewed by clicking on the 
Technology Survey Link on the grant information page at 
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Educational-Technology.aspx

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Educational-Technology.aspx
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Funding Information

• $13,954,909 is available

– Funding is subject to maximum award amount

$5000 base per awardee plus
$20 for each teacher.

For example, a district with a staff size of 200 
would have an available budget of $5,000 plus 
$4,000 = $9,000
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Review Criteria
• The selection of the grantees will be based upon the overall quality of the 

application.
• The scoring for each criterion is based upon the following criteria:

– Priority Points will be awarded based on the LEA’s Final Percent of Adequacy as listed on the 
Full FY 2020 EBF Calculation spreadsheet at the link below, with those furthest away from 
100% or more receiving the most priority points. 

– Need is defined as the identification of stakeholders, facts, and evidence that demonstrate the 
proposal supports the grant program purpose;

– Capacity is defined as the ability of an entity to execute the grant project according to the 
project requirements;

– Quality is defined as the totality of features and characteristics of a service, project, or product 
that indicate its ability to satisfy the requirements of the grant program;

– Scope is defined as the relationship of the proposal to the purpose of the program and its 
goals.

• 5 to 25 priority points given based on district’s Final Percent of Adequacy.
• Proposals that score under 60 points will not be funded.
• In the event of a tie, the district with the higher proportion of low income students 

as indicated on the FY 2020 Full EBF Calculation spreadsheet will be given priority.



18

Review Criteria
Priority points will be issued based on an applicant’s Final Percent of Adequacy 
as indicated on the Full FY 2020 EBF Calculation.

Very Limited
Somewhat 

Limited
Moderate Strong Very Strong

5 10 15 20 25

EBF Final 
Percent of 
Adequacy is at 
100% or 
greater

EBF Final 
Percent of 
Adequacy is 
between 81%-
99%

EBF Final 
Percent of 
Adequacy is 
between 71%-
80%

EBF Final 
Percent of 
Adequacy 
is between 6
1%-70%

EBF Final 
Percent of 
Adequacy 
Level is at or 
below 60%

Section 1: The school district has a strong financial 
need. Priority Points for LEAs that are furthest away from 100% 
or more Final Percent of Adequacy as listed on the Full FY2020 
EBF Calculation (25 points)

Possible 
Points

The proposal includes an EBF Final Percent of Adequacy Level 
that indicates a high need.

25
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Review Criteria
Section 2: The school district has demonstrated an educational need for the 
proposed activity. (15 points) 

The proposal describes the status of the applicant’s educational technology 
professional learning opportunities and demonstrates a high educational need for 
additional professional learning opportunities to address digital remote learning 
issues that impact educators and parents/caregivers. 

5

The proposal includes a clear indication of how grant funds will support training for 
educators and parents/caregivers. The plan should include the anticipated number 
of parents/caregivers, teachers and other staff who will be impacted. 

5

The proposal demonstrates that other sources of funding are limited to such an 
extent that the applicant is unable to conduct or expand professional learning as 
proposed without funding from this grant. 

5
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Review Criteria
Section 3: There is a clearly expressed relationship between the proposed 
activities and the district’s educational goals, school improvement plan, or local 
technology plans. (30 points) 

The proposal describes how proposed activities support digital-age learning, 
integrate technology across subject areas, and develop digital citizenship. 

5

The proposal states time-specific objectives and activities that are realistic and 
include all major activities needed to implement the project. 

5

The proposal describes how the professional learning opportunities complement, 
align, or enhance the district’s plan for the use of technology, its integration into 
the curriculum, and/or support for parents/caregivers

5

The proposal describes how the professional learning opportunities for educators 
are aligned to Learning Forward Standards.

5

The proposal description includes a design for overall evaluations that will allow 
the project to develop successfully.

5

The proposal describes an evaluation design using data to further refine and 
improve the overall project.

5
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Review Criteria
Section 4: Receipt of funding under this program will contribute to the 
accomplishment of the district’s long-term plans for digital remote learning and 
technology. (15 points) 

Budget allocations indicate a cost-effective use of funds related to and consistent 
with the overall goals, objectives, and activities of the proposed projects and/or 
resources.

5

The proposal describes strategies to train educators to effectively use advanced 
technologies to improve digital teaching and learning and to encourage 
parents/caregivers to support digital remote learning while at home. 

5

The proposal describes how activities will continue after the end of the grant 
period. 

5



22

Review Criteria
Section 5: Staff and/or outside entities chosen to be involved with the project 
were chosen in a manner congruent with the district’s educational goals, school 
improvement plan, or local technology plans. (15 points) 

A description of all staff and outside contractors involved in the proposed activities 
was provided

5

Evidence of the staff and/or outside contractor’s prior delivery of quality outcomes 
on similar activities or a detailed description of expertise that will lead to the 
successful outcomes of activities was provided. 

5

The proposal indicates how the district will leverage existing statewide initiatives, 
including the Learning Technology Center, to meet needs related to professional 
learning. 

5
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Program Specific Items - Abstract
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Program Specific Items – Needs Assessment
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Program Specific Items – Goals and Plans
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Program Specific Items - Activities and Evaluation
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Program Specific Items - Staffing
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Program Specific Items – Evaluation Plan
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Program Specific Items – Funding Calculator

This page will allow you to calculate your maximum award amounts.
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Program Specific Items – Funding Calculator
Non-Public School Participation

• Appropriate consultation with nonpublic schools must occur 
and be documented if the district has students in nonpublic 
schools. 
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Calculating the non-public share
• Calculate the share using: 

– The number of low-income students in nonpublic schools (ESEA 
Sec. 1117) and the total number of students enrolled in 
nonpublic schools (ED Guidance 4.30.20). Please see the 
Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief step by step 
application webinar, slide 18. 

– LEAs will engage in consultation and nonpublic schools will 
receive the services based upon the number of low-income 
children (ESEA Sec. 1117)

– LEAs will hold back the difference between the total ESSER LEA 
allocation and the amount calculated based upon total 
enrollment minus the low-income student proportionate share 
(like in an escrow account). 

– The lesser of the two, number of low-income students or total 
number of students enrolled shall be used for the delivery of 
initial services. 
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Budget
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Budgets and Allotments

• You will notice that your Total Allotment will 
be 0 and entering budget amounts will cause 
the Allotment Remaining to go negative

• The Total Allotment will be entered once your 
application has undergone merit based 
reviewed and approved.
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Assurance Pages

• Be sure to read terms on each page and check 
the boxes indicating that you have read, 
understand, and will comply.
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Next Steps

• Complete the LTC Technology Inventory 
Survey if not already completed for digital 
equity grant.

– This is due by August 28

• Complete the grant application in IWAS

– Due by 4pm on Friday, September 4

• FAQ questions and responses will be posted to 
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Educational-
Technology.aspx

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Educational-Technology.aspx
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Questions

Equity ● Quality ● Collaboration ● Community

• Webinar slides and recording will be posted to 
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Educational-
Technology.aspx

• Questions about the grant can be emailed to 
egrauke@isbe.net

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Educational-Technology.aspx

