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Food Distribution Program
July 25, 2023
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Hot Topics

USDA Foods deliveries begin in August.   
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Hot Topics

School year 2022-23 USDA Foods on 
hold were released.
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Hot Topics

USDA foods may be held for up to 3 
months, for free.
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Hot Topics

5 case minimum per delivery site, per 
month
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Hot Topics

ISBE plans to pay the following Lanter
delivery fees during school year 2023-24.
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Hot Topics

ISBE will no longer pay fees associated with 
refused deliveries.

Prevent refusals by holding deliveries when 
needed.
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Hot Topics

111643 Dried Tart Cherries

Each case contains 250, 
1.36oz individual packages, 
which credit as a 1/2c fruit

USDA Foods New in SY24:
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Hot Topics

USDA Foods Unavailable in SY24:

• 111100 cereal oat individual portion 
bowls
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Hot Topics

USDA Foods Not Ordered:

• 100126 turkey hams

• 100173 pork leg roasts, raw

• 100239 frozen sliced peaches

• 100373 great northern beans

• 111361 cut-up chicken, raw
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Hot Topics

USDA Foods Trucks Cancelled:

• 100362 refried beans – 2 of 3 trucks 
cancelled, but we ordered 2 more

• 100212 mixed fruit, canned – 3 of 24 
trucks cancelled
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Hot Topics

USDA Foods Trucks Cancelled:

• 110651 orange juice cups – 10 of 10 
trucks cancelled, but we ordered 8 
more of 100277 orange juice cartons
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Hot Topics

USDA Foods Trucks Cancelled:

• 100219 peaches sliced, canned –
2 of 7 trucks cancelled

• 100220 peaches diced, canned –
7 of 22 trucks cancelled
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Hot Topics

USDA Foods Trucks Cancelled:

• 100315 peas, canned – 1 of 3 
trucks cancelled

• 110177 spaghetti sauce – 1 of 3 
trucks cancelled, but we ordered 1 
more
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Hot Topics

USDA Foods Trucks Cancelled:

• 110186 salsa – 1 of 2 trucks 
cancelled, but we ordered 1 more

• 110187 tomato sauce – 1 of 1 trucks 
cancelled
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Hot Topics

Processed Products:  

4 of 4 peach trucks to National Food 
Group were cancelled – prorated 
allocations down to 33%
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Hot Topics

Processed Products:  
National Food Group garbanzo beans – we 
received pounds from another state, so SFAs 
that originally diverted pounds for SY23-24 will 
receive their pounds – check ProcessorLink
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Hot Topics

Unused school year 2022-23 USDA Foods 
diverted to processors were swept on 

June 30, 2023. 
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Hot Topics

School year 2023-24 DOD Fresh funds 
are available now in FFAVORS.  
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Hot Topics

If your district has a new vendor or 
food service management company, 

please email fdp@isbe.net.
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Hot Topics

New staff should contact fdp@isbe.net
to obtain user accounts for ICS and 

FFAVORS.
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Hot Topics

Please review delivery sites in ICS and 
FFAVORS to ensure accuracy.
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Hot Topics

Please review distributor information 
in K12 and ProcessorLink.
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Hot Topics

The school year 2022-23 commodity 
value report will be posted online by 

July 31. 
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Hot Topics

USDA Foods prices were updated in 
ICS as of July 1, for SY2023-24.  A few 

districts had an error message.
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Hot Topics

USDA Foods final PAL Factor is $0.365. 

ISBE’s estimate was $0.39.
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Hot Topics

USDA Foods Show – Fall 2023
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Mission

The mission of the Food 
Distribution Program is to 
strengthen the Nation’s 
nutrition safety net by 
providing food and nutrition 
assistance to school children 
and families; and support 
American agriculture by 
distributing high quality, 
100% American-grown 
USDA Foods. 
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Eligibility

All National School Lunch Program participants 
are eligible to participate in the Food 
Distribution Program.
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Illinois Commodity System
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Allocation

Planned Assistance Level 

SY2023-24 PAL allocation:

PAL $  =  $0.39 (includes SY22-23 carryover $)  x  
SY2021-22 # of NSLP/SSO lunches claimed 
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Spending Options
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DOD FreshUSDA Foods Processing
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Spending Option #1
USDA Foods / commodities / brown box

• Order once per year via ISBE’s Illinois 
Commodity System (ICS) – order updates can 
be made throughout the year

• Delivered monthly, August through April

• Anticipated USDA Foods Chart helps in 
planning menus and storage needs

• Schools pay the delivery cost ($6.70/case)
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Spending Option #1
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Spending Option #1
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Ordered 1 time per year
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Ordered 2-3 times per year, schedule varies
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Anticipated USDA Foods Chart
SY24 Anticipated USDA Foods Chart
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Spending Option #2
DOD Fresh, fruits and vegetables

• Allocate a portion of PAL once per year

• Order weekly via FFAVORS

• Receipt weekly via FFAVORS

• Delivered weekly, August through end of 
school year

• $150 minimum order per delivery

• No separate delivery cost to the school
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Spending Option #2

DOD Fresh, fruits and vegetables

Receipt within 5 days of the delivery date
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Spending Option #3
Diversion to Processor 

• Allocate a portion of PAL once per year 

• Order from your contracted distributor

• Delivered based on distributor contract 
terms

• Delivery cost based on distributor contract 
terms

• Receive value of USDA Foods 
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Value Pass Through Systems

• Direct discount

• Refund or rebate

• Indirect discount (net off invoice)

• Fee for service
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Processor Inventory

Enforcing the sweep policy to reduce inventory at 
processors

– Swept unused SY23 pounds June 30, 2023

– Monitoring usage throughout the year 

– SY24 pounds will be swept June 30, 2024 
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Coordination
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Recall Notices

Recall notices are posted on the ICS message 
board and on the Nutrition webpage under 
What’s New?  Please be sure to read the notices 
and review your inventory.   
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Resources
• ICS Message Board 

• School Nutrition Programs Handbook

• ICS Instructions

• FFAVORS Manual

• Anticipated USDA Foods Chart 

• Processing Calculator

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Nutrition-Programs-
Food-Distribution.aspx
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Contact Information

Illinois State Board of Education
Nutrition Department
fdp@isbe.net
217-782-2491
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