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Illinois State Board of Education

January 10, 2025

ISBE Student Assessment 
Update
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Agenda

• General Updates
• Entity Profile System (EPS)
• Illinois Science Assessment (ISA)
• Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR)
• Dynamic Learning Maps Alternate Assessment (DLM-AA)
• ACT with Writing, PreACT Secure, and PreACT 9 Secure
• ACCESS/ALT ACCESS
• Kindergarten Individual Developments Survey (KIDS)
• Upcoming Webinars
• Contact Information
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General Updates
• To register for upcoming 

Assessment Update 
Webinars, open the blue 
"Presentations and Webinars" 
accordion on the 
Communications webpage, and 
click on the "Registration" link.

• All Assessment Update Webinars 
are recorded and posted, along 
with the presentation slide deck, 
on the "Presentations and 
Webinars Archive" page.

http://www.isbe.net/Pages/Assessment-Communications.aspx
http://www.isbe.net/Pages/Assessment-Webinars.aspx
http://www.isbe.net/Pages/Assessment-Webinars.aspx
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ISBE's Entity Profile System (EPS)

• If a user does not have the Entity Profile System listed under System 
Listings, the below will be how to have the access granted:
• To gain access to the Entity Profile System in IWAS:

• Login to IWAS
• Click on System Listings
• Scroll down to “Want to Signup for other Systems?”
• Scroll down to Reporting.  This is where the system listing of 

Entity Profile System is located. 
• Click on “Sign Up Now”
• Complete all the required fields
• Click Submit. 

• Information about ISBE's Entity Profile System is available on the ISBE 
website and includes the following resources:
• Webinars
• Guidance documents
• Instructions for updating information in EPS

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Entity-Profile-System.aspx
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ISBE's Entity Profile System (EPS)
• ISBE's Entity Profile System (EPS) serves as the directory for Illinois schools 

and districts, and most IWAS systems use information from EPS for important 
notifications, updates, due dates, etc.

• Districts should identify the name and contact for each test coordinator 
currently listed in EPS. 
Note: Two new contact types have been added: 
"District Test Coordinator" and "High School Test Coordinator." 

• The same person may be identified for multiple contact types, based on the 
work they perform in the school/district (e.g., the principal may be listed as 
the ISA Coordinator).

• It is also important to identify a "Director of Technology," as this contact will 
receive assessment technology alerts, including those for NAEP. Note that 
individuals under this contact type need not have this specific job title locally. 

• Information about ISBE's Entity Profile System is available on the ISBE 
website and includes the following resources:
• Webinars
• Guidance documents
• Instructions for updating information in EPS

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Entity-Profile-System.aspx
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(ISA)
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ISA Testing Information

• The Illinois State Board of Education has 
adopted the ACT to serve as the federally-
required science accountability assessment 
for Grade 11, effective with the 2024-25 
school year.

• Grades 5 & 8 will continue taking the ISA.

• ISA testing window: 
March 3 – April 30, 2025.
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Update Student Information in SIS

• Make sure to review your student 
enrollment and program indicator 
information in SIS including the IDEA, 
Alternate Assessment Indicator, and EL 
Status

• This will help to match your students in 
the Pre-ID file with the correct test, such 
as the DLM-AA or the ISA Spanish version.
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2025 ISA Key Dates
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• The ISA test management platform will be 
the same platform that is used for the IAR.

• Testing Coordinators will no longer need to 
add educators as test administrators.

• In the updated platform, test administrators 
will receive a code for testing. 

• There is a training video for how to add users 
posted on the ISA support page: 
Training | IL Portal

ISA Test Management Platform Updates

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fil.mypearsonsupport.com%2Ftraining%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJHICKS%40isbe.net%7C404a01b6a53b41629bb208dd13ad6bb6%7C0364fe8649c64af4b52c335a99e577d1%7C0%7C0%7C638688357779900334%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nAe8lQyhLwtpJKLXTgwSBQ%2F76A9qhPSuEqzNJGC5uow%3D&reserved=0
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• Accommodation Resources
• Accessibility Features and Accommodations (AF&A) 

Resources
• Forms
• Illinois Learning Management System (LMS)
• Manuals
• Resource Materials
• Test Proctor Scripts and Resources
• Test Design
• Tools and Policies
• Training Modules
ISA Summative Resources | IL Portal

ISA Administration Resource Link

https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/isa-summative-resources/
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/isa-summative-resources/
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• ISA Blueprint
• ISA information

Teacher Resources | IL Portal

ISA Teacher Resource Link

https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/teacher-resources/
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/teacher-resources/
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ISA Practice Items Available 

• Practice items and the Student Readiness Tool for the ISA 
can be found on the Pearson support page.

• The SRT engages students in learning how to navigate the 
testing platform. 

• Link to Practice items and SRT

• Additional practice test items will become available in 
the QuISBE platform when it opens in February. Testing 
entities listed in EPS will receive a welcome invitation 
to the QuISBE platform in February. 

https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/practice-items/
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• Additional ISA resources including 
reporting information and Program 
Delivery Team office hours can be 
found on the Pearson ISA support page.

• Link to Pearson ISA Support Page

ISA Summative Resources 

http://il.mypearsonsupport.com
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John Hicks: ISA Coordinator

Email: assessment@isbe.net 

Phone: 866-317-6034

Contact Information
ISBE Website Illinois Science Assessment

mailto:assessment@isbe.net
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Illinois-Science-Assessment.aspx
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ILLINOIS ASSESSMENT OF READINESS
(IAR)
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Illinois Assessment of Readiness

THE ILLINOIS ADMINISTRATION PLATFORM IS OPEN!
The Illinois Administration Platform is an upgraded administrative platform that has 
replaced the platform formerly known as PAN for the Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR) 
and Illinois Science Assessment (ISA).  

Pearson sent out the initial invitations in November to superintendents, principals, IAR 
coordinators, and ISA coordinators listed in the ISBE Entity Profile System (EPS). District 
users are able to create other district users and building users, and building users are able 
to create other users within their buildings. A description of the log in process, the 
available roles, and the process for creating other users manually or via file upload is 
available here:

Getting Started: How to Log In and Create Users video

Only District Test Coordinators, School Test Coordinators, or Technology Coordinators will 
need to be added to the platform. Test Proctors will not need to be added as users. If you 
did not receive a welcome email from LaunchPad, please check your spam or junk folder 
before contacting ISBE.

https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/assets/vid/Getting%20AccessMW_FNL_.mp4
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Illinois Assessment of Readiness
2025 IAR Training Dates

Training Title Topics Discussed Projected Date

What's New?
• Highlighting new features and/or changes 
for the upcoming administration Now Available!

Crosswalk between PAN and 
new IL Administration Platform

• Key words/terminology differences from 
2024 to 2025 Now Available!

Getting Started (User Access)
• Accessing the new system 
• Creating users Now Available!

Accommodations & 
Accessibility Features

• Assigning accommodations 
• Paper Testing Now Available!

Technology Readiness
• Installing and updating TestNav 
• Support sites for devices and system updates Now Available!

Getting to Know Your Resources Expected January 17, 2025

Test Management for District and School Test Coordinators Expected February 3, 2025

Test Management for Test Proctors and Test Support Staff Expected February 3, 2025
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Illinois Assessment of Readiness

KEY DATES

Events Dates

IAR Spring 2025 Testing Window – Paper Testing
IAR Spring 2025 Testing Window – Online Testing

March 3 – April 4, 2025
March 3 – April 18, 2025

SIS Student Enrollment Nightly Update to Administration Platform December – April 17, 2025

Deadline for Initial Order-Paper Registration Pre-ID Deadline January 22, 2025

Materials Delivered to District
     *Initial Order for ELA/Math Paper Materials
     *IAR and ISA Manuals

February 20, 2025

Additional Order window for districts/schools (paper testing 
materials)

February 20 – April 1, 2025

Additional Order window for districts/schools (computer testing 
materials)

February 20 – April 15, 2025
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Illinois Assessment of Readiness

ACCOMMODATIONS

With the launch of the new Illinois Administration Platform, the accommodation file 
process and upload layout has also changed. Please utilize the available resources to 
add your accommodations into the platform.

Field Definitions and Accommodations Supplement

• Test Coordinator Resource:
Accommodations Overview Training Video
Explains the process for adding accommodations manually and via file upload.

• Third Party Vendor Resources:
IL SIS Vendor Training Video
File Layout Template for Third-party SIS Vendors 

If you have additional questions related to the new layout, please schedule an Office Hours 
session or call Pearson customer support at 833-213-3879. The scheduling link can be found on 
the Pearson support site at the bottom of the page.

https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/Spring%202025%20Field%20Definitions%20Guide%20Accessibility%20and%20Accommodations%20Supplement%20Final.pdf
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/assets/vid/Accommodations%20Overview_MW_FNL2/Accommodations%20Overview_MW.html
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/assets/vid/IL-SIS-Vendor-Training/il-vendor-training.html
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/Accommodation%20Upload%20Template%20for%20SIS%20Vendors_v6.xlsx
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Illinois Assessment of Readiness

MANUALS AND RESOURCES

Resources are being posted as soon as they are approved for release. Please check the 
support site regularly to make sure that you have downloaded the most up to date 
version.

New Postings:
• Field Definitions and Accommodations Supplement
• Test Administrator Manuals
• Test Coordinator Manual

https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/Spring%202025%20Field%20Definitions%20Guide%20Accessibility%20and%20Accommodations%20Supplement%20Final.pdf
http://IAR/ISA%20Computer-Based%20&%20Paper-Based%20Test%20Administration%20and%20Proctoring%20Manual
http://IAR/ISA%20Computer-Based%20&%20Paper-Based%20Test%20Coordinator%20Manual
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Illinois Assessment of Readiness
Return Access to IAR Practice Items

For Released Items Click Here

https://resources.newmeridiancorp.org/released-items/
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Illinois Assessment of Readiness

2025 IAR Field Test Participation

Field testing is a critical component in planning for future IAR testing. A small 
percentage of the Illinois student population is selected each year to participate. 
Please check the lists below to see if your school(s) is slated to participate. Students 
participating in the English Language Arts/Literature (ELA/L) field test will have a 
third unit added. Test administrators should use the same test administrative scripts 
and allow the same amount of time that they use for the other two ELA/L units.

• 2025 Field Participation List (Ordered Alphabetically)
• 2025 Field Participation List (Ordered by RCDTS Code) ​

Please note: There are multiple schools with the same name, so please verify your 
participation using the RCDTS code.

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/2025-IAR-FIELD-TEST-alpha.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/2025-IAR-FIELD-TEST-RCDTS.pdf
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Illinois Assessment of Readiness

Updates regarding the new IAR platform will be communicated to the 
contacts that are listed in the Entity Profile System (EPS).  This is also how 
ISBE and Pearson will distribute new log in credentials for the platform. 
Please be sure to add district level and school level test coordinators in EPS 
so that they can be informed about important updates.

Special Note for Serving Schools and Cooperative Organizations
Serving schools and cooperatives now have the ability to add assessment 
contact information into EPS. Please update EPS accordingly. If EPS is not a 
part of your system listing menu for IWAS, please log in and request 
authorization so that you can make this important update. 

UPDATE CONTACT INFORMATION for ISBE
ENTITY PROFILE SYSTEM (EPS)
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Victoria Henderson: Illinois Assessment of Readiness Coordinator

ISBE Support Phone: 1-866-317-6034
Pearson Support Phone: 1-833-213-3879
Pearson Support Site: il.mypearsonsupport.com

Contact Information
ISBE Website Illinois Assessment of Readiness

Email:  assessment@isbe.net 

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/IAR.aspx
mailto:assessment@isbe.net


26

Dynamic Learning Maps Alternate Assessment
(DLM-AA)
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Test Coordinator Check-In
• Ensure every student whose IEP indicates participation in the 

alternate assessment, including homebound and hospitalized 
students, is enrolled in Kite.   For students served outside of the home 
district, confirm with serving school that your students are enrolled 
and rostered in Kite.
o If a student is missing from Kite, contact Assessments. DO NOT ADD 

STUDENTS TO KITE.

• Create new teacher accounts or as needed, request a transfer by 
contacting the Assessments Department.
o Refer to Who May Administer the DLM-AA as appropriate.

• Monitor completion of required teacher training

• Confirm all testing devices are loaded with the most recent version of 
Kite Student Portal.

mailto:assessments@isbe.net
mailto:assessments@isbe.net
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/dlm-administer.pdf
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Test Coordinator Check-In

Test Coordinator should be completing these activities 
within Educator Portal:
• Create Rosters
• Monitor completion of Personal Needs and 

Preferences Profiles, and First Contact Surveys.  
o Remind teachers of the importance of thoroughly and 

accurately completing the First Contact Survey.

• Ensure teachers know how to obtain Testlet 
Information Pages prior to opening of test window
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Test Administrator Check-In

• Complete required training.  
Review Guide to Required Test 
Administrator Training if needed.

• Review Test Administrator 
Manual.

• Ensure all testing devices are 
loaded with up-to-date Kite 
Student Portal.

• Become familiar with DLM 
testlets.

https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/Guide_to_Required_Training_YE.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/Guide_to_Required_Training_YE.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/Test_Administration_Manual_YE.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/Test_Administration_Manual_YE.pdf


30

Within Educator Portal:
• Complete security agreement.
• Review all student data in Kite 

Educator Portal, especially 
grade level.

• Complete Personal Needs and 
Preferences Profiles and First 
Contact Surveys. Refer to 
Accessibility Manual as needed.

Test Administrator Check-In

https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/Accessibility_Manual.pdf
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Pam Hartwig: Dynamic Learning Maps Alternate Assessment Coordinator

Email: assessment@isbe.net 

DLM Support: dlm-support@ku.edu

ISBE Support Phone: 1-866-317-6034

DLM Service Desk Phone: 1-855-277-9751

Contact Information
ISBE Website Dynamic Learning Maps Alternate Assessment
DLM Website Illinois DLM 

mailto:assessment@isbe.net
mailto:dlm-support@ku.edu
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/DLM-AA.aspx
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/illinois
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ACT with Writing, PreACT Secure, 
PreACT 9 Secure
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High School Assessment Website

Continue to 
check this page 

for updates.
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Confirm Participation in ACT Now by February 14, 2025

• ISBE loaded schools into ACT Now, and school staff must "confirm 
participation" for all three assessments, separately, which includes:
o Selecting Test Event dates, adding primary test coordinator information 

and shipping contact, and verifying shipping address.

• Emails from ACT about setting up schools in ACT Now:
o www.isbe.net/Documents/10-31-2024_Email.pdf
o www.isbe.net/Documents/11-07-2024_Email.pdf 
o www.isbe.net/Documents/01-03-2025_Email.pdf 

• Beginning January 6, 2025, school staff may "confirm participation" in ACT Now 
for PreACT 9 Secure and PreACT Secure.

• The participation status of all schools for each test is updated weekly: 
www.isbe.net/Documents/ACT-PreACT-Test-Sites-2025.pdf 

https://now.act.org/login
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/10-31-2024_Email.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/11-07-2024_Email.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/01-03-2025_Email.pdf
https://now.act.org/login
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ACT-PreACT-Test-Sites-2025.pdf
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Add Users in ACT Now

• ISBE loaded Users into ACT Now in early November.

• All Superintendents and Principals in ISBE’s Entity Profile System (EPS) were given 
the District Test Coordinator (DTC) role at the district and school level, respectively. 
Note that principals will still have access to only their school, even though they have 
the DTC role. This is because ACT Now does not allow lateral role assignment.

• All “High School Test Coordinators” or “District Test Coordinators” in ISBE’s EPS at 
the district or school level were given appropriate user roles based on the district 
or school level in EPS.

• All users loaded by ISBE can create an account in ACT Now to do the following:
o Appoint other testing staff
o Confirm participation for each administration: ACT with Writing, PreACT 

Secure, and PreACT 9 Secure. This must be done separately!

• User Role Matrix

https://now.act.org/login
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/ACT-District-Testing-ACT-Now-User-Role-Matrix.pdf
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Pre-ID in ISBE's Student Information System (SIS)

• Review Student Testing Rosters
The ACT/PreACT Secure Pre-ID is available now in SIS. Please view 
slides 112-125 from the SIS webinar from December 4, 2024:
www.isbe.net/Documents/SY25-Fall-Update.pdf.  

• ACT/PreACT Secure Pre-ID Guidance document: 
www.isbe.net/Documents/ACT-PreACT-PreID-2025.pdf. 

o Contains details about how to check your Pre-ID roster for accuracy.

o Contains schedule for ISBE student transmissions from SIS to ACT Now (page 2).

• The participation status of all invited schools is posted and is scheduled to 
be updated weekly. Confirm participation status in ACT Now ASAP!
www.isbe.net/Documents/ACT-PreACT-Test-Sites-2025.pdf (Updated 01/03/25)

• Contact assessment@isbe.net with any questions.

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/SY25-Fall-Update.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ACT-PreACT-PreID-2025.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ACT-PreACT-Test-Sites-2025.pdf
mailto:assessment@isbe.net
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Eligible Students

• Students in grades 9 and 10 will participate in the PreACT 9 Secure and the 
PreACT Secure, respectively.

• Students in grade 11*, and grade 12 as required, will participate in the ACT with 
Writing. 

o *Students repeating grade 11 who have tested previously must test for accountability 
but have met the separate but related diploma requirement.

• Students who are completely or partially homeschooled do not participate unless 
they are receiving instruction from the public school in a tested content area.

• All English learners, including those for whom it is their first year in a U.S. school, 
must participate in all parts of the assessment, assigned based on their grade 
level in SIS.

• All foreign exchange students whom your school has classified as being in grade 
9, 10, or 11, must participate.

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Grade_12_Testers_Flow_Chart.pdf
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ACT with Writing Test Windows 

                             
                                             (for grade 11 and 12, as required)

Digital Testing Window "Test Event" Options: 
Test Event 1: March 25-28 and March 31-April 4, 2025 

Test Event 2: April 8-11 and April 14-18, 2025 
Test Event 3: April 22-2 and April 28-May 2, 2025

Each two-week "Test Event" begins on a Tuesday. 
IMPORTANT: A student with multi-day testing must
begin and complete testing in the same Test Event.

www.isbe.net/Documents/State-Assessment-Dates-2024-25.pdf

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Grade_12_Testers_Flow_Chart.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/State-Assessment-Dates-2024-25.pdf
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ACT with Writing Components
Standard Time Testing

English
Time: 45 minutes
# of Items: 75
• Production of Writing
• Knowledge of Language
• Conventions of Standard English

Mathematics*
Time: 60 minutes
# of Items: 60
• Preparing for Higher Math

o Number and Quantity
o Algebra
o Functions
o Geometry
o Statistics and Probability

• Integrating Essential Skills
• Modeling

Reading
Time: 35 minutes
# of Items: 40
• Key ideas and details
• Craft and Structure
• Integration of knowledge and ideas

Science*
Time: 35 minutes
# of Items: 40
• Interpretation of Data
• Scientific Investigation
• Evaluation of Models, inferences 

and experimental results

• Argumentative writing
• ACT Writing Scoring Rubric

*There is a 15-minute break 
after Mathematics and a 

5-minute break after Science.

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/Writing-Test-Scoring-Rubric.pdf
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PreACT 9 Secure & PreACT Secure Test Windows

www.isbe.net/Documents/State-Assessment-Dates-2024-25.pdf

PreACT 9 Secure (for grade 9) and PreACT Secure (for grade 10)

Digital Testing Window "Test Event" Options: 
Test Event 1: March 17-28, 2025 

Test Event 2: March 31-April 11, 2025 
Test Event 3: April 14-25, 2025

Testing should not be administered on weekends.
IMPORTANT: A student with multi-day testing must
begin and complete testing in the same Test Event.

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/State-Assessment-Dates-2024-25.pdf
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PreACT 9 Secure & PreACT Secure Components
Standard Time Testing
English
Time: 35 minutes
PreACT 9 Secure # of Items: 44
PreACT Secure # of Items: 48
• Production of Writing
• Knowledge of Language
• Conventions of Standard English

Mathematics*
Time: 45 minutes
PreACT 9 Secure # of Items: 35
PreACT Secure # of Items: 38
• Preparing for Higher Math

o Number and Quantity
o Algebra
o Functions
o Geometry
o Statistics and Probability

Reading
Time: 40 minutes
PreACT 9 Secure # of Items: 33
PreACT Secure # of Items: 33
• Key ideas and details
• Craft and Structure
• Integration of knowledge and ideas

Science
Time: 35 minutes
PreACT 9 Secure # of Items: 32
PreACT Secure # of Items: 36
• Interpretation of Data
• Scientific Investigation
• Evaluation of Models, inferences and 

experimental results

*There is a 15-minute break 
after Mathematics.

• Integrating Essential Skills
• Modeling
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Spring 2025 Technology

• Students will use TestNav to take the tests online. Paper testing is 
available only in rare instances (e.g., accommodations needs). 

• TestNav app version 1.13.x is required. If you don't currently 
have this version installed, you will receive an error message.

• For more information regarding technical readiness, please check 
out the Technical Guide for Online Testing:
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/ACT-SD-Tech-
Guide-for-Online-Testing.pdf 

• Technical Readiness Webinar: January 30, 2025 
Register Now!

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/ACT-SD-Tech-Guide-for-Online-Testing.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/ACT-SD-Tech-Guide-for-Online-Testing.pdf
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/4697179/E0F12AD2E218177C42967969F0B52227
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Spring 2025 Training-Register Now!

All webinars will be recorded and available for On Demand viewing 
shortly after the webinar concludes on the ISBE high school webpage: 
www.isbe.net/Pages/HS-Assessment.aspx.

Training Name Date and Time

The ACT with Writing Accommodations Webinar
Thursday, October 17, 2024
3:30 - 4:30PM

The ACT with Writing Pre-Test Training Webinar
Wednesday, November 6, 2024
3:30 - 4:30PM

The ACT with Writing Test Day Training Webinar
Tuesday, January 14, 2025
3:30 - 4:30PM

PreACT 9 Secure and PreACT Secure Pre-Test 
Training Webinar

Wednesday, January 22, 2025
3:30 - 5:00PM

Technical Readiness Webinar
Thursday, January 30, 2025
3:30 - 4:30PM

PreACT 9 Secure and PreACT Secure Test Day 
Training Webinar

Thursday, February 6, 2025
3:30 - 4:30PM

http://www.isbe.net/Pages/HS-Assessment.aspx
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/4673918/0B82E5C2BE1EFE212C482E528823C310
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/4697177/CD551CCA4ACD4B630489412744D06EAB
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/4697178/7AD9A2701C37308B65E1F4683772DA7E
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/4697185/2A7CA3950626AE0475FC3DD2B11DBE71
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/4697185/2A7CA3950626AE0475FC3DD2B11DBE71
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/4697179/E0F12AD2E218177C42967969F0B52227
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/4697186/1B098ADE01AADA62D11730D3ED05C6C8
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/4697186/1B098ADE01AADA62D11730D3ED05C6C8
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• ACT offers general Accommodations "Office Hours" (not state-specific).

• Please register for any of these offerings if you have more questions about ACT 
accommodations and/or the process for submitting requests for students taking 
the ACT with Writing.

ACT Accommodations Office Hours

Tuesday, November 12, 2024 (Available On Demand!)

Wednesday, November 27, 2024 (Available On Demand!)

Tuesday, December 10, 2024, 11:00 AM (Available On Demand!)

Wednesday, January 08, 2025, 2:00 PM (Available On Demand!)

Tuesday, January 21, 2025, 11:00 AM

Wednesday, February 05, 2025, 2:00 PM

Tuesday, February 18, 2025, 11:00 AM

Wednesday, March 05, 2025, 2:00 PM

Tuesday, March 18, 2025, 11:00 AM

ACT Accommodations Office Hours

https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&eventid=4731935&sessionid=1&key=4748E383F17E9CF1E865854728993E8B&groupId=5747305&sourcepage=register
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• ACT offers Illinois ACT State Testing  "Office Hours" starting in November.

• Please register for any of these offerings if you have more questions about ACT 
assessments for spring 2025.

Illinois ACT State Testing - Office Hours

Tuesday, November 19, 2024 (Available On Demand!) Tuesday, March 25, 2025, 2:00 PM

Tuesday, December 3, 2024 (Available On Demand!) Tuesday, April 1, 2025, 11:00 AM

Thursday, January 16, 2025, 2:00 PM Tuesday, April 8, 2025, 11:00 AM

Tuesday, February 11, 2025, 2:00 PM Tuesday, April 15, 2025, 11:00 AM

Tuesday, February 25, 2025, 2:00 PM Tuesday, April 22, 2025, 11:00 AM

Tuesday, March 11, 2025, 2:00 PM Tuesday, April 29, 2025, 11:00 AM

Tuesday, March 18, 2025, 2:00 PM Tuesday, May 6, 2025, 11:00 AM

Illinois ACT State Testing Office Hours

https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&eventid=4753115&sessionid=1&key=7B1D329A0A52FF7F76B34626206E94FD&groupId=5782492&sourcepage=register
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Spring 2025 Accommodations and EL Supports

• Accommodations for students with disabilities and supports for English 
learners (ELs) and are allowed for the ISBE-Provided PreACT 9 Secure, 
PreACT Secure, and ACT with Writing.

• Accommodations needs must be documented in an Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) or Section 504 Plan, and students who require English learner 
supports must be identified as English learners in ISBE’s SIS.

• Accommodations and supports for English learners must be requested only 
for those who will take the ACT with Writing. DEADLINE is February 7, 2025!

• Please note: Unlike the ACT with Writing, the use of accommodations and 
EL supports for the PreACT 9 Secure and the PreACT Secure do not require 
ACT authorization.
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Spring 2025 EL Supports
ACT with Writing, PreACT Secure, PreACT 9 Secure

• Available supports for English learners include the following:
o ACT-authorized word-to-word bilingual dictionaries and 

glossary of terms
o ACT-translated test directions
o Extended time (one and one-half time)

• The use of any English learner support must be requested in 
TAA only for students taking the ACT with Writing.
Don't delay-DEADLINE is February 7, 2025!

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ACT-ApprovedBilingualDictionariesList.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ACT-ApprovedBilingualDictionariesList.pdf
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Spring 2025 Accommodations and EL Supports
ACT with Writing

• The ACT Test Accessibility and Accommodations (TAA) is the system used to 
request approval for accommodations and EL supports for the ACT with Writing. 
Start now-you do not need to wait for students to be loaded into ACT Now. 
Don't delay-DEADLINE is February 7, 2025!

• Test Accessibility and Accommodations (TAA) User Guide 
Staff will use TAA to request examinees' accommodations and/or English Learner 
(EL) supports and receive Decision Notifications for the ACT with Writing.

• To get started, staff responsible for submitting accommodations and EL supports 
requests must create an account at http://success.act.org from any computer via 
Google Chrome (preferred) or Mozilla Firefox. 

Please refer to the TAA User Guide for more details about gaining access to TAA to 
begin submitting requests, starting on page 4.

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/user-guide-test-accessibility-and-accommodations.pdf
http://success.act.org
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/user-guide-test-accessibility-and-accommodations.pdf
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Spring 2025 Accommodations and EL Supports
ACT with Writing

• ACT Accessibility Supports Guide
The Accessibility Supports Guide helps educational teams select 
appropriate accessibility supports and accommodations for their students 
for use during the test. Accessibility supports refer to systems, tools, and 
accommodations that remove barriers for the entire testing population, 
including examinees identified as having disabilities and English learners 
(ELs), as well as examinees who do not have a disability. All examinees 
need to be able to communicate fairly and effectively what they know and 
can do when they take a test. ACT provides accessibility supports that 
include the following:
o Universal supports
o Designated supports
o English learner supports
o Accommodations

https://content.act.org/early_spring/r/Accessibility_Supports_Guide_for_the_ACT_-_State_and_District_Testing
https://content.act.org/early_spring/r/Accessibility_Supports_Guide_for_the_ACT_-_State_and_District_Testing
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Spring 2025 Accommodations and EL Supports
ACT with Writing

• Consent to Release Information to ACT form
This form is used only for students participating in ACT with Writing and must 
be kept on file at the school; it is not provided to ACT.

Note: The Consent to Release Information to ACT form should be kept 
securely in the examinee's records for at least one year after the request is 
entered into ACT's TAA system. The form is provided in English and 18 
additional languages.

• This form is linked from within the Accessibility Supports Guide.
The direct link is: 
www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/TAA-Consent-to-
Release-Information-to-ACT.pdf 

https://content.act.org/early_spring/r/Accessibility_Supports_Guide_for_the_ACT_-_State_and_District_Testing
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/TAA-Consent-to-Release-Information-to-ACT.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/TAA-Consent-to-Release-Information-to-ACT.pdf
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Spring 2025 Accommodations and EL Supports
ACT with Writing

• Students who have tested with accommodations for ACT 
National or ACT District testing will not need a new request to 
be submitted on their behalf if nothing additional is needed. 
However, staff responsible for submitting requests must 
associate the existing request to Illinois Spring 2025 in TAA.

• IMPORTANT: Accommodations and EL support requests are 
required to be entered into ACT's TAA - only for students 
taking ACT with Writing. 
Don't delay! DEADLINE is February 7, 2025!
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Spring 2025 Accommodations and EL Supports
PreACT 9 Secure and PreACT Secure

• Please visit the ACT-hosted website for Illinois to learn details about how to 
submit accommodations and EL supports for students taking PreACT 9 Secure 
or PreACT Secure.

• Under "Step 1" view this section:
Manage Accommodations and English Learner (EL) Supports
o Understanding Accommodations and English Learner (EL) Supports:

▪ Accessibility Supports Guide for PreACT Secure Products (web content)

o Assigning Accommodations and English Learner (EL Supports:
▪ PreACT Secure Products–Assigning Student Accommodations Quick Start Guide (pdf)
▪ PreACT Secure Products–Assigning Student Accommodations (video)
▪ Layout Requirements–CSV Format: Accommodations Students File (pdf)
▪ Accommodations Students File Template (csv)

o Preparing Students for Testing with Accommodations and English Learner (EL) Supports:
▪ ACT Authorized Bilingual Word-to-Word Dictionaries list (pdf)

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois/preact-9-secure.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois/preact-10-secure.html
https://content.act.org/resources/r/Accessibility_Supports_Guide_for_PreACT_Secure
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/PreACT-Secure-ACT-Now-Assigning-Accommodations-and-Supports.pdf
https://share.act.org/watch/EV3S51FP95eTbpL6vG7uie?
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/SD-ACT-Now-PreACT-Secure-Accommodations-Students-File.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/Accommodations-template.csv
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ACT-ApprovedBilingualDictionariesList.pdf
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Spring 2025 Practice Resources

• Preparing for the ACT® Test
This resource contains a full-length practice ACT with Writing test, test details, test-taking 
strategies, what to expect on test day, and a link to a Spanish version of this resource. In 
Illinois, the writing section is required. Please note that the full-length practice ACT with 
Writing test in this resource mirrors the online practice test linked from the following slide.

• Preparing for the ACT® Test: Testing with Alternate Formats
This resource includes information about preparing for the ACT test with ACT-authorized 
alternate format accommodations, information about the multiple-choice and writing 
sections, test-taking strategies, and what to expect on test day. In Illinois, the writing section 
is required.

• Alternate Format Practice Tests
Schools may order free alternate format practice tests by completing and mailing this form.

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/Preparing-for-the-ACT.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/Preparing-for-the-ACT.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/Preparing-for-the-ACT.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/Preparing-for-the-ACT-Spanish.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/preparing_for_ACTSplTst_Web.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/Alt-Format-Practice-Tests-Order.pdf
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Spring 2025 Practice Resources

• Preparing for the ACT Test Taken Online
This guide includes instructions for taking online practice tests, as well as 
highlighted features and navigation of the secure web application in which 
they will take the test.

• The ACT with Writing Online Practice Tests
IMPORTANT: Click on “Practice Tests” once you have navigated to the TestNav
sign on page. No log in credentials are needed.

• Practice resources for PreACT 9 Secure and PreACT Secure will be coming in 
January 2025.

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/Preparing-for-Online.pdf
https://tn.actonline.act.org/
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ACT Writing and Standard Setting 

• As in the past, the writing component is mandatory. While the score was not included in the ELA 
score previously, ACT renders an ELA score that is a composite of the ACT English, ACT reading, and 
ACT writing components. Participation in all three components is required to generate an ACT ELA 
score and to earn ELA participation credit for purposes of accountability.

• Understanding ACT ELA Scores
The ACT® English language arts (ELA) score measures overall performance on the ACT English, ACT 
reading, and ACT writing tests. The ACT ELA score weights the English, reading, and writing scores 
approximately equally and is therefore reported only for students who take all three tests. This brief 
describes how the ACT ELA score is calculated and presents information for interpreting the score.

• Illinois is undergoing a unified standard setting for all general education content assessments during 
the summer of 2025. New cut scores will be recommended for our current IAR and ISA, and cut 
scores will be recommended for the PreACT Secure 9, the PreACT Secure, and the ACT with Writing. 
Learn more about the standard setting work by visiting https://www.isbe.net/feedback.

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/pdfs/R2400-Understanding-ACT-ELA-Scores-2024-02.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/feedback


56

Megan Forness: High School Assessment Coordinator

ISBE Email: assessment@isbe.net
ACT Email: statetesting@act.org
ACT Email (Accommodations): ACTStateAccoms@act.org 

ISBE Support Phone: 1-866-317-6034
ACT Phone: 1-855-730-0400 (NEW!)
ACT Phone (Accommodations): 1-800-553-6244, option 1788

Contact Information
ACT with Writing, PreACT Secure, PreACT 9 Secure

mailto:assessment@isbe.net
mailto:statetesting@act.org
mailto:ACTStateAccoms@act.org
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/HS-Assessment.aspx
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WIDA™/ACCESS
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ACCESS Additional Materials
• ACCESS testing begins on Wednesday, January 15th.

• ACCESS testing materials from the initial orders should now be 
delivered.  Some shipments may have been delayed by 
weather.

• Additional Materials ordering began on January 8 and goes 
through February 24, 2025.

• DRC sent out email, on December 30th, with 
instructions about how to order Additional Materials.

• Additional Material orders outside of CPS should be placed 
using the _District Level Additional Orders option (in the 
school menu).  Orders should not be placed by individual 
school (except in CPS on specific dates).

• Contact DRC with any questions you may have about 
Additional Materials ordering, 855-787-9615
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ACCESS Online Speaking Enhancment

WIDA and the Center for Applied Linguistics want to improve the ACCESS for ELLs 

Online Speaking test by giving students two opportunities to answer Speaking test 

items. Before they can make this change, they need to test 

it out.

In April 2025, they're hosting the ACCESS Online Speaking 

Enhancement Pilot Test. During the pilot test, participating 

educators will administer select ACCESS Online Speaking test 

items to English learners at their school.

Learn more about the pilot test and find participation details in the ACCESS Online 

Speaking Enhancement Pilot Test flyer.

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.explore.wisc.edu%2Fe%2Fer%3Fs%3D1427524768%26lid%3D116523%26elqTrackId%3D016B82CB256DB694FB596293D9E479FF%26elq%3D3c8926f4aa834785957095bee66656e9%26elqaid%3D59417%26elqat%3D1%26elqak%3D8AF5FA6E457C1D78930038986A824A984383A13FF77219EDB33AA6C62E0F5EB87B2F&data=05%7C02%7Cbpederse%40isbe.net%7Cb4f7fbf67efe40fd6dcb08dd1a0dacb6%7C0364fe8649c64af4b52c335a99e577d1%7C0%7C0%7C638695368256299081%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rt2EI802MQqJXmIicmaAkzrx7InKb%2BNjsSq4g%2F84buI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.explore.wisc.edu%2Fe%2Fer%3Fs%3D1427524768%26lid%3D116523%26elqTrackId%3D016B82CB256DB694FB596293D9E479FF%26elq%3D3c8926f4aa834785957095bee66656e9%26elqaid%3D59417%26elqat%3D1%26elqak%3D8AF5FA6E457C1D78930038986A824A984383A13FF77219EDB33AA6C62E0F5EB87B2F&data=05%7C02%7Cbpederse%40isbe.net%7Cb4f7fbf67efe40fd6dcb08dd1a0dacb6%7C0364fe8649c64af4b52c335a99e577d1%7C0%7C0%7C638695368256299081%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rt2EI802MQqJXmIicmaAkzrx7InKb%2BNjsSq4g%2F84buI%3D&reserved=0
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2025 WIDA Annual Conference: Call for 
Proposals is now open!

The 2025 WIDA Annual Conference 

will take place October 27-30, 

2025, in Seattle, Washington.  

You are invited to present.  WIDA 

welcomes proposals from first 

timers and pros alike.  

Learn more and submit proposals 

by January 21, 2025.

Five Ways to Build a Winning Proposal

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.explore.wisc.edu%2Fe%2Fer%3Fs%3D1427524768%26lid%3D114810%26elqTrackId%3DCB75BB3529A4F946A36946BF81E151DD%26elq%3Dbe4cc1ae8364418aabe4c48d98cef66d%26elqaid%3D58706%26elqat%3D1%26elqak%3D8AF5F9593DED47C3356DDAB6FAF5FBDA22AB8E031333DE8F199365778B4AFBB33431&data=05%7C02%7Cbpederse%40isbe.net%7Cb5bfc128a3d4401cb3da08dd0d5db299%7C0364fe8649c64af4b52c335a99e577d1%7C0%7C0%7C638681418284762273%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Bovs%2BHsP5kLhWFRkxTlmQ2jx1e4PD3Rc9Uvt%2BijWswQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.explore.wisc.edu%2Fe%2Fer%3Fs%3D1427524768%26lid%3D114809%26elqTrackId%3DC18EFF6B73A709C63C7095757D355833%26elq%3Dbe4cc1ae8364418aabe4c48d98cef66d%26elqaid%3D58706%26elqat%3D1%26elqak%3D8AF521A49F787E7DBD74B5A198E59B9D5EAB8E031333DE8F199365778B4AFBB33431&data=05%7C02%7Cbpederse%40isbe.net%7Cb5bfc128a3d4401cb3da08dd0d5db299%7C0364fe8649c64af4b52c335a99e577d1%7C0%7C0%7C638681418284776376%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8q2fmz2NjWjDcXxVPpGO95zpYpdOgHLY2nkQeMOuHlw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.explore.wisc.edu%2Fe%2Fer%3Fs%3D1427524768%26lid%3D116734%26elqTrackId%3DF7A871C4F1D935CD312CE98BC04BAB8F%26elq%3Db2fb72a424e14a5c8ed1e2b1e8f7c3b4%26elqaid%3D59483%26elqat%3D1%26elqak%3D8AF57FC3C02B84D6DE1E72B5366779A7FBB39009DF5D4F6FF791CB5B7EC82F680D6D&data=05%7C02%7Cbpederse%40isbe.net%7Cfba9380d8a414bac0f4608dd1dde4115%7C0364fe8649c64af4b52c335a99e577d1%7C0%7C0%7C638699562604484992%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lCKl3QonlxT08ZlyAFVJxC4k2exWNNuSSjx9TvBqZuE%3D&reserved=0
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Upcoming WIDA Webinars

Please, join WIDA and DRC to learn about the following 

assessment topics:

• Returning ACCESS Test Materials: Tuesday, January 21 at 

1:00pm-2:00pm CT

• Monitoring ACCESS Completion for Test Coordinators: 

Thursday, January 23 at 1:00pm-2:00pm CT

Learn more and add these upcoming webinars to your calendar 

on the Webinars page (login required).

Recordings are posted on the Webinars page within a week of 

the presentation.

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.explore.wisc.edu%2Fe%2Fer%3Fs%3D1427524768%26lid%3D116522%26elqTrackId%3DF57B0679889B817B7F257FC39D8FBBBD%26elq%3D3c8926f4aa834785957095bee66656e9%26elqaid%3D59417%26elqat%3D1%26elqak%3D8AF55792DE62835501D1E629FDE56240320BA13FF77219EDB33AA6C62E0F5EB87B2F&data=05%7C02%7Cbpederse%40isbe.net%7Cb4f7fbf67efe40fd6dcb08dd1a0dacb6%7C0364fe8649c64af4b52c335a99e577d1%7C0%7C0%7C638695368256317184%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GodHMTKvcnRopSzaNEZ09uKbNE1dHi0AU1HVSYsPugs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.explore.wisc.edu%2Fe%2Fer%3Fs%3D1427524768%26lid%3D116522%26elqTrackId%3DF57B0679889B817B7F257FC39D8FBBBD%26elq%3D3c8926f4aa834785957095bee66656e9%26elqaid%3D59417%26elqat%3D1%26elqak%3D8AF55792DE62835501D1E629FDE56240320BA13FF77219EDB33AA6C62E0F5EB87B2F&data=05%7C02%7Cbpederse%40isbe.net%7Cb4f7fbf67efe40fd6dcb08dd1a0dacb6%7C0364fe8649c64af4b52c335a99e577d1%7C0%7C0%7C638695368256317184%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GodHMTKvcnRopSzaNEZ09uKbNE1dHi0AU1HVSYsPugs%3D&reserved=0
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Barry Pedersen: WIDA ACCESS/Alternate ACCESS-Assessment Coordinator

Lauren Ligammari: ACCESS/Alternate Access-Multilingual

Email: assessment@isbe.net 
WIDA Support: help@wida.us
DRC Support: wida@datarecognitioncorp.com 

ISBE Support Phone: 1-866-317-6034
WIDA Secure Portal/Public Site Phone: 1-866-276-7735
WIDA AMS (DRC) Phone: 1-855-787-9615

Contact Information
ISBE Website ACCESS/Alternate ACCESS  WIDA Public Website  Illinois WIDA Public Site
WIDA AMS Illinois WIDA AMS   WIDA Secure Portal   Illinois WIDA Secure Portal

mailto:assessment@isbe.net
mailto:help@wida.us
mailto:wida@datarecognitioncorp.com
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/AccessforELL.aspx
https://wida.wisc.edu/
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-v2-ui/#/login
https://portal.wida.us/IDP/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3DSecurePortal2%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fportal.wida.us%252Fclient%252Fsignin-oidc%26response_type%3Dcode%26scope%3Dopenid%2520profile%2520wida_idp%26state%3D09c5d2a6babd4a2288bfe08f617b83ca%26code_challenge%3DDmUDlMo_utiofO_HxB2S7ia_Vf6et7rvjc-JBawgT2A%26code_challenge_method%3DS256%26response_mode%3Dquery


63

Kindergarten Individual Development Survey
(KIDS)
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Winter Rating Window will 
open in January.

The winter rating window will 
open in January for districts 

who would like to participate.  
This is not required. 

Fall 24 KIDS Exemptions

KIDS Exemption 
Submission is open.

All exemptions are due by 
January 20, 2025

Prepare for Next Fall

KIDS Required 
Implementation Training 

is open.

KIDS Next Steps
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• KIDS Exemptions are posted 
on the KIDS webpage under 
News and Updates.

• The next few slides will 
provide the guidance on 
when to complete and 
where to submit the 
exemptions.

KIDS Exemptions

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/EarlyChildhoodKIDS.aspx
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An exemption is required when 
the following conditions apply:

• A student was not rated 
during the fall window.

• A student received an "unable 
to rate" rating on one of the 
14 measures.  

KIDS Exemptions
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What information is needed to complete the exemption spreadsheet?

• District full name

• School full name

• School RCDTS code (15 digits)

• Student's state identification number (9 digits)
– Please do not provide the local school ID

• Exemption code
– Select from the drop-down menu

• Documentation (if available)

• Explanation

KIDS Exemptions
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Where do I submit the KIDS Exemption documentation?

• All exemptions must be submitted using "Send ISBE a File."  

• "Send ISBE a File" is linked from the ISBE webpage in the 
upper left corner under "System Quick Links."

• Be sure to select "KIDS Exemption Submission" for the ISBE 
email recipient.

• Documentation to be submitted includes the Excel 
spreadsheet and any additional documentation.

• Due date is January 20, 2025.

KIDS Exemptions

https://apps.isbe.net/attachmgr/default.aspx
https://apps.isbe.net/attachmgr/default.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/
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KIDS Required Training

• The required KIDS Implementation 
training is open for educators and 
administrators to complete. 

• The registration link for KIDS 
training is available on the KIDS 
webpage under "News and Updates."

• To register, click here.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScVlRSVZ3AI-ubgNMmjEis1Cpm2JG7H6mRs07vlrI3Rez57wQ/viewform
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KIDS Required Training

• Training is available in an online 
course format. ​

• After registering, please allow 1-2 
business days for a training 
course account to be created.

• Prior to beginning the course, 
you must read the User’s Guide 
pages i-x in the KIDS User's Guide 
& Instrument.

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/KIDS-User-Guide-Instrument.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/KIDS-User-Guide-Instrument.pdf
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• When your account is ready, you 
will receive an email from Ed Leaders 
Network (ELN) with information and a 
link to the course.

• Once you receive the email from ELN you 
have 10 days to complete the training.

• If you do not receive an email within 1-
2 business days, check your spam/junk 
folder. If you did not receive an email,
please contact Michelle Escapa at
mescapa@roe51.org 

KIDS Required Training

mailto:mescapa@roe51.org
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• The online training course has two parts that must be completed.

• Educators must achieve an 85% on both parts. The educator will receive 
multiple chances to pass with 85%.

• The online training is self-paced but must be completed within 10 days.

• Once the course is completed, allow 5-10 business days for it to appear 
in your ELIS account.

KIDS Required Training
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KIDS Coaches 

• Provide professional development
to districts asking for support.

• For questions regarding professional 
opportunities with KIDS coaches, 
contact Michelle Escapa via email at 
mescapa@roe51.org.

• Use the KIDS Coach contact Map
to view the KIDS coach assigned to 
your district.

▪ Hover your mouse over your 
region, and the KIDS coach 
contact information will 
appear.

mailto:mescapa@roe51.org
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/KIDS-Coach-Map.aspx
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KIDS Coaches Professional Development Opportunities 

• Professional Learning Opportunities with KIDS Coaches
• Upcoming opportunity

o Purposeful Play Book Discussion
o January 28 - February 18, 2025

• Every Wednesday: 4:00-5:00 pm
• Register for Purposeful Play Book Discussion

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/KIDS-Events.aspx
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSftrVjLybBjKfDbyVa4huksNXbcF1VYkg1d3zVIsePuYr4V-g/viewform
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KIDS Questions? Please send them to the email address below:

Email: assessment@isbe.net

ISBE Support Phone: 1-866-317-6034

Contact Information
ISBE KIDS Website 

mailto:assessment@isbe.net
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/EarlyChildhoodKIDS.aspx
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Upcoming Assessment Update 
Webinars
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Webinar Dates/Times

Webinar Date Webinar Time

Friday, January 24, 2025 10:00-11:00 AM

Friday, February 7, 2025 10:00-11:00 AM

Friday, February 14, 2025 10:00-11:00 AM

Friday, February 21, 2025 10:00-11:00 AM

Friday, February 28, 2025 10:00-11:00 AM

Registration links for upcoming webinars and archived recordings and 
PDF presentations of past webinars are available on the 

Assessment Communications webpage under "Presentations and Webinars."

We will provide a webinar every Friday 
beginning in February until the end of May.

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Assessment-Communications.aspx
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Phone: 866-317-6034

Email: assessment@isbe.net
ISBE Assessment Department

Phone:  833-213-3879

Pearson Support Webpage
Illinois Assessment of Readiness

Phone:  833-213-3879

Pearson Support WebpageIllinois Science Assessment

Phone:  866-317-6034

Email: assessment@isbe.net
KIDS

Phone: 855-730-0400

•Email: statetesting@act.org

ACT with Writing, PreACT Secure, 
and PreACT 9 Secure

•Phone:  855-277-9751

•Email: DLM-support@ku.edu
DLM-AA

Phone:  855-787-9615

Email: wida@datarecognitioncorp.com

Data Recognition Corporation 
(DRC) ACCESS

•Email: SIS@isbe.net SIS Helpdesk

Contact Information

mailto:assessment@isbe.net
http://www.isbe.net/Pages/Assessment.aspx
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/IAR.aspx
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Illinois-Science-Assessment.aspx
mailto:assessment@isbe.net
http://www.isbe.net/Pages/EarlyChildhoodKIDS.aspx
mailto:statetesting@act.org
mailto:DLM-support@ku.edu
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/DLM-AA.aspx
mailto:wida@datarecognitioncorp.com
mailto:SIS@isbe.net
http://www.isbe.net/Pages/Student-Information-System.aspx
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Thank You
Next Webinar:

January 24, 2025
10-11 am
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