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Agenda

• General Updates
• Spring 2026 Proposed Test Event Dates for ACT with Writing 
• Assessment Security Monitoring Survey
• Standard Setting
• Illinois Science Assessment (ISA)
• Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR)
• ACT with Writing, PreACT Secure, and PreACT 9 Secure
• Dynamic Learning Maps Alternate Assessment (DLM-AA)
• ACCESS/ALT ACCESS
• Kindergarten Individual Development Survey (KIDS)
• Upcoming Webinars
• Contact Information
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General Updates
• To register for upcoming 

Assessment Update 
Webinars, open the blue 
"Presentations and Webinars" 
accordion on the 
Communications webpage, and 
click on the "Registration" link.

• All Assessment Update Webinars 
are recorded and posted, along 
with the presentation slide deck, 
on the "Presentations and 
Webinars Archive" page.

http://www.isbe.net/Pages/Assessment-Communications.aspx
http://www.isbe.net/Pages/Assessment-Webinars.aspx
http://www.isbe.net/Pages/Assessment-Webinars.aspx
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Spring 2026 Proposed Test Event Dates for 
ACT with Writing
• For the 2026 Spring testing window, the Illinois State Board of 

Education (ISBE) is seeking input from districts to help 
determine the three Test Event dates for ACT with Writing.

• The survey link was sent via email to Superintendents 
and High School Test Coordinators, as indicated in ISBE's 
Entity Profile System (EPS).

• Each district may submit one response, ranking their 
preferred Test Event dates choices in order of preference.

• The survey must be completed by Thursday, April 24, 2025.
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• The survey was sent to district administrators 
(superintendents and principals) to complete on March 
14 via an IWAS blast message.

• The survey is located under the system listing "Surveys."  
If you don't have access, you will need to request access 
through IWAS. 

• Any questions? Please email assessment@isbe.net.

• Survey is due June 30, 2025.

Assessment Security Monitoring Survey

mailto:assessment@isbe.net
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Standard Setting 

• Illinois is undergoing a unified standard setting for all general 
education content assessments during the summer of 2025. 
New cut scores will be recommended for our current IAR and ISA, 
and cut scores will be recommended for PreACT Secure 9, 
PreACT Secure (grade 10), and the ACT with Writing. 

• Learn more about the standard setting work by visiting 
Better Systems for Better Outcomes Webpage.

• Assessment & Accountability Listening Tour Flyer 
Events began February 3. Review the flyer for upcoming locations 
around Illinois.

https://www.isbe.net/feedback
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Assessment-Acct-Listening-Tour-Dec2024.pdf
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(ISA)
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ISA Testing Information 

• Pearson Support Page
• Platform Practice Items
• Student Readiness Tool

The ISA testing window will be open though 
Wednesday, April 30.

Pearson Customer Support
#1-833-213-3879
 Monday-Friday: 6:30am - 6pm

https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/practice-items/
https://srt.testnav.com/il/il-srt.html


9

• Please be sure to submit any Test Irregularity or Security 
Breach forms through the send ISBE a file secure portal.

• Districts can enter accountability codes into the Illinois 
Administrative Platform. Accountability codes can be 
entered by selecting the student actions kebab and selecting 
the needed code from the dropdown menu. These codes 
identify students with a reason for no valid test attempt.

Irregularity Reports / Accountability Codes

https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/ISA%20Form%20to%20Report%20a%20Testing%20Irregularity%20or%20Security%20Breach.pdf
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/ISA%20Form%20to%20Report%20a%20Testing%20Irregularity%20or%20Security%20Breach.pdf
https://apps.isbe.net/attachmgr/default.aspx


10

QuISBE Practice Test Platform Open

• New ISA Practice Exams are now available on 
the QuISBE Practice Test Platform.

• You will need to contact Pearson to set up an 
office hours session prior to accessing the 

system for a tutorial on using the platform. 
Pearson Customer Support 1-833-213-3879

• ISA Summative Resources | IL Portal

https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/isa-summative-resources/
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John Hicks: ISA Coordinator

Email: assessment@isbe.net 

Phone: 866-317-6034

Contact Information

ISBE Website Illinois Science Assessment

mailto:assessment@isbe.net
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Illinois-Science-Assessment.aspx
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ILLINOIS ASSESSMENT OF READINESS
(IAR)



13

Illinois Assessment of Readiness

KEY DATES
Testing is Available

Monday-Friday
7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Events Dates

IAR Spring 2025 Testing Window – Paper Testing
IAR Spring 2025 Testing Window – Online Testing

March 3 – CLOSED
March 3 – TODAY!

Deadline to return computer-based scorable and nonscorable materials back 
to Pearson (Accommodated materials that were transcribed into TestNav.)

April 25, 2025
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Illinois Assessment of Readiness
IRREGULARITY REPORTS

Irregularity Reports
In the event of a testing irregularity, school staff has 5 business days to submit a test irregularity 
form to the Assessment Department at the Illinois State Board of Education. Please provide 
details of the incident and what steps school staff took to correct incident. The Irregularity Report 
can be submitted electronically through the ISBE Attachment Manager under System Quick Links 
on the Illinois State Board of Education website.

>>Click on the Send ISBE a file link,
>>Once there, complete the fields,
>>Select IAR Irregularities from the ISBE eMail Name drop down menu,
>>Press Submit.

Form to Report Testing Irregularity or Security Breach

Note: If you have the same issue for a group of students, you can just submit one irregularity 
form and add the roster of students along with their state IDs and DOB.

https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/IAR%20FormtoReportaTestingIrregularityorSecurityBreach.pdf
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/IAR%20FormtoReportaTestingIrregularityorSecurityBreach.pdf
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Illinois Assessment of Readiness

CLOSING OUT TESTING

With the close of the computer testing window, the test coordinator must do the 
following:

✓ Destroy scratch paper written on by students and IAR-supplied mathematics 
reference sheets written on by students.

✓ Destroy all printed student test tickets, rosters with TestNav username and 
passwords, any reports or other documents that contain personally 
identifiable student information.

✓ Recycle Test Administration and Proctoring Manuals, blank or unused 
scratch paper, and unused IAR-supplied mathematics reference sheets.

IAR/ISA Computer-Based & Paper-Based Test Coordinator Manual
pp. 35-45 Paper Return Instructions

https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/IL1160918_ILTCM_Sp25_WEBTAG.pdf
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Illinois Assessment of Readiness
CLOSING OUT TESTING

• SUBMIT BUTTON-Pearson will submit ALL tests at the end of the testing window.
• Apply RNVTA Codes-For students not participating in testing due to being 

homebound, hospitalization, etc. Accountability Codes Guidance

• Testing Documentation-Please maintain a copy of all 2025 testing documentation for 
3 years.

• Digital and Signed IAR security agreements
(Digital--Go to Test Management, then Administrations, >>Proctor Groups, then Export, >>Download the
document and then just use the sorting feature to organize the log ins by organization.)

• Chain-of-Custody forms

• Emergency Accommodation Requests forms, if applicable

• Testing Irregularity forms (also submitted to ISBE)

• Post Test Certification Form

• Student Accommodation Refusals, if applicable

• Unique Accommodation Requests, if applicable

• RNVTA documentation (medically exempt, student refusals, etc.)

• IEP, 504, EL documentation (student portfolios or permanent files)

https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/Accountability%20Codes%20and%20Voiding%20Tests%20Final.pdf
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Illinois Assessment of Readiness

Thank you everyone for all of 
your hard work!

IAR 2025
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Victoria Henderson: Illinois Assessment of Readiness Coordinator

ISBE Support Phone: 1-866-317-6034
Pearson Support Phone: 1-833-213-3879
Pearson Support Site: il.mypearsonsupport.com

Contact Information
ISBE Website Illinois Assessment of Readiness

Email:  assessment@isbe.net 

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/IAR.aspx
mailto:assessment@isbe.net
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ACT with Writing (grade 11 and 12 as required)
PreACT Secure (grade 10) 
PreACT 9 Secure (grade 9)

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Grade_12_Testers_Flow_Chart.pdf
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High School Assessment Website

www.isbe.net/Pages/HS-Assessment.aspx 

April 11 Email – 4:34PM
• Options to Complete 

Accountability Testing
• Options for Additional ACT with 

Writing Attempts
April 8 Email - 10:38AM
• Detailed directions for those 

impacted by the disruption

April 8 Email - 3:15PM
• Options to address April 8 

disruption
• PreACT Secure/PreACT 9 Secure 

Test Event 2 extension

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/HS-Assessment.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/04-11-2025_Email.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/04-08-2025_UPDATE_Email.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/04-08-2025_UPDATE_Email.pdf
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UPDATE:  Pre-ID Transmission Schedule

• ****ACT has requested that ISBE send one final student registration file on 
04/18/2025 containing only new students and/or students with any changes 
since the transmission on 03/28/2025.

• ACT/PreACT Secure Pre-ID Guidance document: 
www.isbe.net/Documents/ACT-PreACT-PreID-2025.pdf. 

Spring 2025 Schedule: ACT/PreACT Secure Pre-ID Transmissions into ACT Now

Wednesday, January 15, 2025 Update: Friday, March 14, 2025

Update: Friday, January 24, 2025 Update: Friday, March 21, 2025

Update: Friday, January 31, 2025 Update: Friday, March 28, 2025***

Update: Friday, February 7, 2025 Update: Monday, April 7, 2025

Update: Friday, February 14, 2025 Update: Friday, April 18, 2025****

Update: Friday, March 7, 2025 Update: Monday, April 21, 2025

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ACT-PreACT-PreID-2025.pdf
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Student Mobility During Testing

1. Add the new student's enrollment in SIS.

2. Edit the new student's Testing RCDTS, as needed, in SIS Pre-ID.

Note: If the student's previous school has not yet exited them from SIS, 
proceed to step #3 below and let SIS "catch up" as soon as possible.

3. Find the student in ACT Now using the "Student Transfer" 
functionality.

4. If a "Student Transfer" search does not find the student in ACT 
Now, manually enroll the new student directly in ACT Now.

5. Add a Test Event to the student in ACT Now.
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"Student Transfer" in ACT Now

• Use the "Student Transfer" tab in ACT Now to request that a student 
in ACT Now be transferred to your school.
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"Student Transfer" in ACT Now

Student Found! Student Not Found!

NEXT STEP

Student Found: Contact current school to 
"Approve" the transfer.
Student Not Found: Add student directly in 
ACT Now.
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"Add New Student" Directly in ACT Now

• If a "Student Transfer" search does not find your new student(s) in 
ACT Now, manually add your student(s) directly.

• Staff with the User Role District Test Coordinator or School Test 
Coordinator may manually add student(s) into ACT Now.

• Reminder: Be sure the SIS enrollment record is updated as soon as 
possible so scores will match correctly.
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Assign Test Event to Student in ACT Now

• Students in ACT Now who will be tested must be assigned to a "Test Event" to flow into 
Test Center Manager (TCM), which is accessible through ACT Now. 

• This step is necessary for students who are transferred or newly added.

• Use the filter in ACT Now to find any students not assigned to a "Test Event."

The screen shot is from the 
"Students" tile in ACT Now. 
Check the box to the left of 
the student's name to add 
or edit the Test Event.

ACT sent a reminder to do 
this via email on 03/17/25.

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/03-17-2025_Reminder_Email.pdf
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ACT Now Tip: How to Unenroll a Student

• For any student who has been exited from SIS and will not be enrolled at another Illinois 
school or whose grade level has changed, you can "Unenroll student" from ACT Now. 

The screen shot is from 
the "Students" tile in 
ACT Now. The student's 
name is a hyperlink.
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ACT Now Tip: Assign Test Event "Will not test"

• If you have any students in ACT Now who will not test, you may identify 
this in ACT Now. This includes:

o Students who will be exempt at the time of testing

o Homeschooled students who are not receiving instruction in a tested 
content area
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Eligible Students

• Students in grades 9 and 10 will participate in the PreACT 9 Secure and the PreACT 
Secure, respectively.

• Students in grade 11, and grade 12 as required, will participate in the ACT with Writing. 
Students repeating grade 11 who have tested previously must test for accountability 
but have met the separate but related diploma requirement.

• Students who are completely or partially homeschooled do not participate unless they 
are receiving instruction from the public school in a tested content area. Note: These 
students will be included on the Pre-ID file and loaded into ACT Now. Apply RNVTA 16 
during the correction window for those not required to test. For students who test, 
they will take the entire test, and staff must contact ISBE after scores are posted to 
suppress data for subjects in which they are not receiving instruction.

• All English learners, including those for whom it is their first year in a U.S. school, must 
participate in all parts of the assessment, assigned based on their grade level in SIS.

• All foreign exchange students whom your school has 
classified as being in grade 9, 10, or 11, must participate.

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Grade_12_Testers_Flow_Chart.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/reason-no-valid-test-attmpt.pdf
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ACT with Writing Test Windows 

                             
                                             (for grade 11 and 12, as required)

Digital Testing Window "Test Event" Options: 
Test Event 1: March 25-28 and March 31-April 4, 2025 

Test Event 2: April 8-11 and April 14-18, 2025 
Test Event 3: April 22-25 and April 28-May 2, 2025

Each two-week "Test Event" begins on a Tuesday. All Test Events may be used.
IMPORTANT: A student with multi-day testing must
begin and complete testing in the same Test Event.

www.isbe.net/Documents/State-Assessment-Dates-2024-25.pdf

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Grade_12_Testers_Flow_Chart.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/State-Assessment-Dates-2024-25.pdf
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ACT with Writing Components
Standard Time Testing

English
Time: 45 minutes
# of Items: 75
• Production of Writing
• Knowledge of Language
• Conventions of Standard English

Mathematics*
Time: 60 minutes
# of Items: 60
• Preparing for Higher Math

o Number and Quantity
o Algebra
o Functions
o Geometry
o Statistics and Probability

• Integrating Essential Skills
• Modeling

Reading
Time: 35 minutes
# of Items: 40
• Key ideas and details
• Craft and Structure
• Integration of knowledge and ideas

Science*
Time: 35 minutes
# of Items: 40
• Interpretation of Data
• Scientific Investigation
• Evaluation of Models, inferences 

and experimental results

• Argumentative writing
• ACT Writing Scoring Rubric

*There is a 10-15-minute break 
after Mathematics and a 

5-minute break after Science.
Breaking for lunch before the 

Writing test is permitted.

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/Writing-Test-Scoring-Rubric.pdf


32

ACT Writing

• As in the past, the writing component is mandatory. While the score was not 
included in the ELA score previously, ACT renders an ELA score that is a 
composite of the ACT English, ACT reading, and ACT writing components. 
Participation in all three components is required to generate an ACT ELA score 
and to earn ELA participation credit for purposes of accountability.

• Understanding ACT ELA Scores
The ACT® English language arts (ELA) score measures overall performance on 
the ACT English, ACT reading, and ACT writing tests. The ACT ELA score weights 
the English, reading, and writing scores approximately equally and is therefore 
reported only for students who take all three tests. This brief describes how the 
ACT ELA score is calculated and presents information for interpreting the score.

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/pdfs/R2400-Understanding-ACT-ELA-Scores-2024-02.pdf
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PreACT 9 Secure & PreACT Secure Test Windows

PreACT 9 Secure (for grade 9) and PreACT Secure (for grade 10)

Digital Testing Window "Test Event" Options: 
Test Event 1: March 17-28, 2025 

Test Event 2: March 31-April 11, 2025 
Test Event 3: April 14-25, 2025.

New: Due to the testing disruption that occurred on April 8, ACT is extending 
Test Event 2 to end on April 25. Students who are assigned to Test Event 2 and 

need to complete testing or begin testing for a make-up will not need to be 
reassigned to Test Event 3. Students who are currently assigned to Test 
Event 3 should remain assigned to Test Event 3. Any students who are 

currently unassigned should be assigned to Test Event 3.
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PreACT 9 Secure & PreACT Secure Components
Standard Time Testing
English
Time: 35 minutes
PreACT 9 Secure # of Items: 44
PreACT Secure # of Items: 48
• Production of Writing
• Knowledge of Language
• Conventions of Standard English

Mathematics*
Time: 45 minutes
PreACT 9 Secure # of Items: 35
PreACT Secure # of Items: 38
• Preparing for Higher Math

o Number and Quantity
o Algebra
o Functions
o Geometry
o Statistics and Probability

Reading
Time: 40 minutes
PreACT 9 Secure # of Items: 33
PreACT Secure # of Items: 33
• Key ideas and details
• Craft and Structure
• Integration of knowledge and ideas

Science
Time: 35 minutes
PreACT 9 Secure # of Items: 32
PreACT Secure # of Items: 36
• Interpretation of Data
• Scientific Investigation
• Evaluation of Models, inferences and 

experimental results

*There is a 15-minute break 
after Mathematics.

• Integrating Essential Skills
• Modeling
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Spring 2025 Technology

• Students will use TestNav to take the tests online. Paper testing is 
available only in rare instances (e.g., accommodations needs). 

• TestNav app version 1.13.x is required. If you don't currently 
have this version installed, you will receive an error message.

• For more information regarding technical readiness, please check 
out the Technical Guide for Online Testing:
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/ACT-SD-Tech-
Guide-for-Online-Testing.pdf 

• Technical Readiness Webinar: View On Demand Version

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/ACT-SD-Tech-Guide-for-Online-Testing.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/ACT-SD-Tech-Guide-for-Online-Testing.pdf
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/4697179/E0F12AD2E218177C42967969F0B52227
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Spring 2025 Training Webinars

All past webinars are now available for On Demand viewing on the 
ISBE high school webpage: www.isbe.net/Pages/HS-Assessment.aspx.

Training Name Date and Time

Webinar: ACT with Writing, PreACT Secure, and PreACT 9 Secure Data – 
Understanding Student Roster Reports and School and District Data

Tuesday, March 18, 2025

Webinar: The ACT Online Reporting System Webinar Thursday, March 6, 2025

PreACT 9 Secure and PreACT Secure Test Day Training Webinar Thursday, February 6, 2025

Technical Readiness Webinar Thursday, January 30, 2025

PreACT 9 Secure and PreACT Secure Pre-Test Training Webinar Wednesday, January 22, 2025

The ACT with Writing Test Day Training Webinar Tuesday, January 14, 2025

The ACT with Writing Pre-Test Training Webinar Wednesday, November 6, 2024

The ACT with Writing Accommodations Webinar Thursday, October 17, 2024

http://www.isbe.net/Pages/HS-Assessment.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ACT-Data-Webinar.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ACT-Data-Webinar.pdf
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/4837094/C75475C21CFE623DE23D6C7AB0ADE24B
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/4697186/1B098ADE01AADA62D11730D3ED05C6C8
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/4697179/E0F12AD2E218177C42967969F0B52227
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/4697185/2A7CA3950626AE0475FC3DD2B11DBE71
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/4697178/7AD9A2701C37308B65E1F4683772DA7E
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/4697177/CD551CCA4ACD4B630489412744D06EAB
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/4673918/0B82E5C2BE1EFE212C482E528823C310
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• General Accommodations Office Hours (not state-specific). 
All dates that were offered are now available on demand.

• Illinois ACT State Testing  Office Hours 
Register if you have questions about ACT assessments for spring 2025.

ACT Office Hours

Illinois ACT State Testing - Office Hours

Available On Demand Upcoming

Tuesday, November 19, 2024
Tuesday, December 3, 2024
Thursday, January 16, 2025
Tuesday, February 11, 2025
Tuesday, February 25, 2025
Tuesday, March 11, 2025
Tuesday, March 18, 2025
Tuesday, March 25, 2025
Tuesday, April 1, 2025 
Tuesday, April 8, 2025
Tuesday, April 15, 2025

Tuesday, April 22, 2025, 2:00 PM
Tuesday, April 29, 2025, 2:00 PM
Tuesday, May 6, 2025, 2:00 PM

NEW! 
ACT Data Office Hours 

Schedule time with 
Dr. Bryan Williams 

Register Now!

https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&eventid=4731935&sessionid=1&key=4748E383F17E9CF1E865854728993E8B&groupId=5747305&sourcepage=register
https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&eventid=4753115&sessionid=1&key=7B1D329A0A52FF7F76B34626206E94FD&groupId=5782492&sourcepage=register
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/4842196/756E30E9BBBF5F096BBE29F927463931
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ACT-Data-Webinar.pdf
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Spring 2025 Accommodations and EL Supports

• Accommodations for students with disabilities and supports for English 
learners (ELs) and are allowed for the ISBE-Provided PreACT 9 Secure, PreACT 
Secure, and ACT with Writing.

• Accommodations needs must be documented in an Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) or Section 504 Plan, and students who require English learner 
supports must be identified as English learners in ISBE’s SIS.

• Accommodations and supports for English learners must be requested only 
for those who will take the ACT with Writing. 

• Please note: Unlike the ACT with Writing, the use of accommodations and 
EL supports for the PreACT 9 Secure and the PreACT Secure do not require 
ACT authorization.
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Important Note about Designated Supports

• ACT accommodations and support request responses may have 
indicated denial of certain accommodation and/or support 
requests that are considered as designated supports for a state 
administration of the ACT with Writing.

• These supports were "denied" because they did not require 
approval for state testing. They may be utilized according to the 
following guidance: Defining and Applying Accessibility Supports

• Contact ACT accommodations staff with any questions:
o 1-800-553-6244 x1788
o actstateaccoms@act.org

https://content.act.org/early_spring/r/0QA2p2SHZCgJe1AIQNZz2A/DuMdwNasIOTOXgFBpRewwA
mailto:actstateaccoms@act.org
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Spring 2025 EL Supports
ACT with Writing, PreACT Secure, PreACT 9 Secure

• Available supports for English learners include the following:
o ACT-authorized word-to-word bilingual dictionaries and 

glossary of terms
o ACT-translated test directions

▪ ACT with Writing
▪ PreACT and PreACT 9 Secure

o Extended time (one and one-half time)

• The use of any English learner support must be requested in 
TAA only for students taking the ACT with Writing.

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ACT-ApprovedBilingualDictionariesList.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ACT-ApprovedBilingualDictionariesList.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/ACT-TestNav-Translated-Directions-EL-Online-IL.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/PreACT-Secure-Translated-Test-Directions-for-EL-IL.pdf
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Spring 2025 Accommodations and EL Supports
ACT with Writing: Options after February 7, 2025

Option 1: Qualified Exception to the Deadline 
The Qualified Exception to the Deadline (QED) option applies only if the student’s 
situation satisfies specific criteria and they require the use of accommodations and/or 
EL supports; scores are eligible to be college reportable. 

Option 2: Standard Time Testing 
The Standard Time Testing option applies to any student who will elect 
not to use accommodations and/or EL supports for which they are eligible; 
scores are eligible to be college reportable.

Option 3: Non-College Reportable 
The Non-College Reportable (NCR) option applies to all other students 
who require the use of accommodations and/or EL supports; scores 
are not eligible to be college reportable but will be reported to ISBE for 
accountability use only. This option requires students to test on paper. 

Details for each option are provided in this document.

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Late-Options-ACT-2025.pdf
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Spring 2025 Accommodations and EL Supports
PreACT 9 Secure and PreACT Secure

• Visit the ACT-hosted website for Illinois to learn details about how to submit 
accommodations and EL supports for students taking PreACT 9 Secure or PreACT 
Secure. Staff must add these into ACT Now prior to test day. 

• Review the Schedule of Events for PreACT Secure and PreACT 9 Secure for timelines.

• Under "Step 1" view this section:
Manage Accommodations and English Learner (EL) Supports
o Understanding Accommodations and English Learner (EL) Supports:

▪ Accessibility Supports Guide for PreACT Secure Products (web content)

o Assigning Accommodations and English Learner (EL Supports:
▪ PreACT Secure Products–Assigning Student Accommodations Quick Start Guide (pdf)
▪ PreACT Secure Products–Assigning Student Accommodations (video)
▪ Layout Requirements–CSV Format: Accommodations Students File (pdf)
▪ Accommodations Students File Template (csv)

o Preparing Students for Testing with Accommodations and English Learner (EL) Supports:
▪ ACT Authorized Bilingual Word-to-Word Dictionaries list (pdf)

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois/preact-9-secure.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois/preact-10-secure.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois/preact-10-secure.html
https://content.act.org/illinois/r/Schedule_of_Events_for_PreACT_Secure_-_Illinois_-_Spring
https://content.act.org/resources/r/Accessibility_Supports_Guide_for_PreACT_Secure
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/PreACT-Secure-ACT-Now-Assigning-Accommodations-and-Supports.pdf
https://share.act.org/watch/EV3S51FP95eTbpL6vG7uie?
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/SD-ACT-Now-PreACT-Secure-Accommodations-Students-File.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/Accommodations-template.csv
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ACT-ApprovedBilingualDictionariesList.pdf
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Student Creation of a MyACT Account is Optional

• Students may create a MyACT account if they choose to do so in order 
to receive scores and select up to four free score sends. ISBE is working 
with ACT to provide screen shots of the limited details students will see 
when associating a MyACT account to the spring 2025 ISBE-provided 
administration.

• ACT has created an alternative method by which students may select 
their four free scores sends after their tests are scored. This method 
will be available up to 90 days after their test date.

• MyACT Alternate Account Creation Supplement
Please note: The Score Submission Form referenced in this supplement cannot be 
used until a student’s test has been scored. The link to this form on page 1 will 
become live before students’ tests are scored. 

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/ACT-ST-MyACT-Alternate-Account-Creation-Supp-IL.pdf
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Spring 2025 Reporting
Ch

Timeline for Scores in ACT 
Online Reporting

Timeline for Scores in Student 
MyACT Account 

(optional, if created)

Timeline for Printed 
Score Reports 

(mailed to schools)

Scores in 
ISBE’s SIS

(no performance 
levels)

ACT with Writing

Approximately 5-8 weeks 
after testing, populated on a 

rolling basis, as ready
All data are final no later than 

June 16, 2025

Approximately 5-8 weeks after 
testing, populated on a rolling 

basis, as ready
Note: Students may see their 
scores 1-2 days before they 

populate in ACT's Online 
Reporting system.

Approximately 5-8 
weeks after testing, 

2 copies are mailed in 
batches, as ready

Mid-July 2025

PreACT Secure

Initial score release is May 1, 
2025. Data will populate on a 
rolling basis. All data are final 

no later than May 30, 2025

Not Applicable Not Applicable Mid-July 2025

PreACT 9 Secure

Initial score release is May 7, 
2025. Data will populate on a 
rolling basis. All data are final 

no later than May 30, 2025

Not Applicable Not Applicable Mid-July 2025

ACT sincerely apologizes for the miscommunication provided to ISBE and 
shared via previous assessment update webinars indicating that scores for 
the PreACT Secure and PreACT 9 Secure would be available 10 business 
days after testing. The PreACT Secure and PreACT 9 Secure assessments 
must undergo an equating process before scores can be released. 
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Spring 2025 Reporting

• Visit Step 3: Post-Administration on the ACT-hosted website 
for Illinois to learn details about score reporting. 

• Score report resources, including templates in English 
and other languages are available.

• Links to each assessment:
o ACT with Writing
o PreACT Secure
o PreACT 9 Secure

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois/ACT-Now.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois/preact-10-secure.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois/preact-9-secure.html
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Megan Forness: High School Assessment Coordinator

ISBE Email: assessment@isbe.net

ACT with Writing Email: statetesting@act.org

ACT with Writing Accommodations Email: ACTStateAccoms@act.org 

PreACT Secure Tests Email: preact@act.org

ISBE Phone: 1-866-317-6034

ACT Phone: 1-855-730-0400 (Option 1: ACT with Writing, Option 2: PreACT Secure Tests)

Hours January-May 2025: 6AM-6PM CST

ACT with Writing Accommodations Phone: 1-800-553-6244, option 1788

Contact Information
ACT with Writing, PreACT Secure, PreACT 9 Secure

mailto:assessment@isbe.net
mailto:statetesting@act.org
mailto:ACTStateAccoms@act.org
mailto:preact@act.org
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/HS-Assessment.aspx
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Dynamic Learning Maps Alternate Assessment
(DLM-AA)
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Test Window

• 2 ½ weeks remaining

– Open through May 7, 2025

• Students should be added to 
Educator Portal by April 23 

– Ensures sufficient time for 
test preparations and test 
administration

– Do not add students to 
Educator Portal; contact 
Assessments for assistance
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Monitor Testing Progress
• Test Administration Monitoring Extract

o Individual student details about testlet completion
o Details found in Educator Portal User Guide, page 101 

• Monitoring Summary Report
o Overall progress by district and grade level
o View onscreen or download and save as a PDF

▪ Not available to teachers
▪ Details found in Educator Portal User Guide, p. 81 

https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/YE_Educator_Portal_User_Guide.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/YE_Educator_Portal_User_Guide.pdf
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Homebound Students

• Homebound students will not test

o Students must test in person, at 
school

• The student can be left as a student in 
Kite

• Districts who have a homebound 
student who did not test will enter an 
RNVTA 02 during the correction window. 

– This code excludes the student from 
participation and proficiency 
calculations. 
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How to Handle Transfers in Kite

• Student recently transferred in?
– Contact Pam Hartwig so student's Kite 

enrollment can be transferred to your 
organization
▪ Ensures no disruption to already-completed 

testlets

– Roster to teacher for testing

• Student recently transferred out?
– New district must contact ISBE to ensure the 

student is transferred in Kite

– Former district doesn't do anything further, 
even if testing was begun

• Internal transfers can be completed by 
district test coordinator
– May reach out to Pam Hartwig for assistance
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Need to Re-Roster Students?

• Students can be moved to 
a different teacher's roster, 
even if testing has already 
begun

• See the section, "Change 
Roster Data or Remove 
Data," in the Data 
Management Manual 
(page 151)

• If student needs to be 
moved outside of your 
organization, contact Pam 
Hartwig for assistance

mailto:phartwig@isbe.net
mailto:phartwig@isbe.net
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Red Lock Screen
• If a teacher experiences a locked 

screen while in Kite Student Portal, 
they need to call DLM support for 
assistance.
– DLM will provide a password to 

unlock the screen.

• This only appears on Macs when 
Student Portal is not closed 
correctly, or the machine is shut 
down while Student Portal is still 
open.

Kite Service Desk number is 1-855-277-
9751.
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Established Testing Hours

• Students must be 
completing testlets during the 
established testing hours
o Ensures adherence to secure 

testing environment

• Testing hours for the Spring 2025 
administration of the DLM-AA 
are Monday through Friday, 
7:00AM-4:00PM

• Students must test in person at 
school
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Field Test Testlets

• After a student completes all required operational testlets in 
a subject, the student may receive zero or one field test 
testlet in each subject in which the student is rostered. 

• The linkage level of the field test testlet may be one linkage 
level below, one above, or the same as the student's 
operational testlets. 

• The naming convention for field test testlets always begins 
with FT SP .

• Field test testlet results are not factored into the Individual 
Student Score Reports.

• Field test items are required for completion.
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Pam Hartwig: Dynamic Learning Maps Alternate Assessment Coordinator

Email: assessment@isbe.net 

DLM Support: dlm-support@ku.edu

ISBE Support Phone: 1-866-317-6034

DLM Service Desk Phone: 1-855-277-9751

Contact Information
ISBE Website Dynamic Learning Maps Alternate Assessment
DLM Website Illinois DLM 

mailto:assessment@isbe.net
mailto:dlm-support@ku.edu
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/DLM-AA.aspx
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/illinois
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WIDA™/ACCESS
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Kindergarten ACCESS Training

WIDA will provide a new form for the Kindergarten ACCESS in SY2026.

The current training in the WIDA Secure Portal

for the summative Kindergarten ACCESS is 

now obsolete and will be removed on April 30.

An updated training module for Kindergarten 

ACCESS will go live on September 29, 2025.
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WIDA ACCESS and WIDA Screener 
Speaking Scoring Training

Beginning with the 2025-2026 testing cycle “ACCESS for ELLs” will become “WIDA ACCESS”.  

It will incorporate the WIDA ELD Standards Framework, 2020 Edition, and have a new 

Speaking Scoring Rubric. WIDA Screener and ACCESS Braille, though, will continue using the 

current Speaking Scoring Scale.  

Because the speaking scoring will differ among tests, the training courses will be separated. 

2025-2026 Speaking scoring courses:   

• Available July 1

• Speaking for Grades 1-5: Scoring WIDA Screener and ACCESS Braille

• Speaking for Grades 6-12: Scoring WIDA Screener and ACCESS Braille

• Available September 1

• Speaking for Grades 1-5: Scoring ACCESS Paper  

• Speaking for Grades 6-12: Scoring ACCESS Paper 
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Engaging Multilingual Learners in 
Social Studies Classrooms

Teaching and learning social studies provides a 

unique opportunity for multilingual learners to 

make connections between their global citizen-

ship, academic learning, and their roles across 

communities. Read the article on engaging 

multilingual learners in social studies classrooms 

to learn how inquiry, storytelling, and multimodal resources can build 

bridges between language, culture, and content learning, and encourage 

authentic engagement during social studies class.

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.explore.wisc.edu%2Fe%2Fer%3Fs%3D1427524768%26lid%3D131207%26elqTrackId%3D1DEB2ECE638AD1B9D1D47C48315C543B%26elq%3D7f1e5b196ad740f1bc47da458e2da041%26elqaid%3D65478%26elqat%3D1%26elqak%3D8AF5F0A8B02499AD24BFF19005E4D0005E206C7C3D0C5BA4CA5B617CF44A12F043FA&data=05%7C02%7Cbpederse%40isbe.net%7Cb96554a7676b40e4be2808dd7d083ac4%7C0364fe8649c64af4b52c335a99e577d1%7C0%7C0%7C638804196572264185%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2Be2cZV9QRn7y9ZcYsvl4Xg9b%2FA0UQU42TkzDTfj8y0Y%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.explore.wisc.edu%2Fe%2Fer%3Fs%3D1427524768%26lid%3D131207%26elqTrackId%3D1DEB2ECE638AD1B9D1D47C48315C543B%26elq%3D7f1e5b196ad740f1bc47da458e2da041%26elqaid%3D65478%26elqat%3D1%26elqak%3D8AF5F0A8B02499AD24BFF19005E4D0005E206C7C3D0C5BA4CA5B617CF44A12F043FA&data=05%7C02%7Cbpederse%40isbe.net%7Cb96554a7676b40e4be2808dd7d083ac4%7C0364fe8649c64af4b52c335a99e577d1%7C0%7C0%7C638804196572264185%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2Be2cZV9QRn7y9ZcYsvl4Xg9b%2FA0UQU42TkzDTfj8y0Y%3D&reserved=0
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Barry Pedersen: WIDA ACCESS/Alternate ACCESS-Assessment Coordinator

Lauren Ligammari: ACCESS/Alternate Access-Multilingual

Email: assessment@isbe.net 
WIDA Support: help@wida.us
DRC Support: wida@datarecognitioncorp.com 

ISBE Support Phone: 1-866-317-6034
WIDA Secure Portal/Public Site Phone: 1-866-276-7735
WIDA AMS (DRC) Phone: 1-855-787-9615

Contact Information
ISBE Website ACCESS/Alternate ACCESS  WIDA Public Website  Illinois WIDA Public Site
WIDA AMS Illinois WIDA AMS   WIDA Secure Portal   Illinois WIDA Secure Portal

mailto:assessment@isbe.net
mailto:help@wida.us
mailto:wida@datarecognitioncorp.com
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/AccessforELL.aspx
https://wida.wisc.edu/
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-v2-ui/#/login
https://portal.wida.us/IDP/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3DSecurePortal2%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fportal.wida.us%252Fclient%252Fsignin-oidc%26response_type%3Dcode%26scope%3Dopenid%2520profile%2520wida_idp%26state%3D09c5d2a6babd4a2288bfe08f617b83ca%26code_challenge%3DDmUDlMo_utiofO_HxB2S7ia_Vf6et7rvjc-JBawgT2A%26code_challenge_method%3DS256%26response_mode%3Dquery
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KIDS Required Online Training

• The registration 
link for KIDS training
is available on the 
KIDS webpage under 
"News and Updates." 

• To complete the online registration; hover over and click 
Kindergarten Individual Development Survey Implementation 
Required Training

• We encourage principals and administrators to complete the 
KIDS training to support Kindergarten teachers.

https://www.isbe.net/KIDS
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScVlRSVZ3AI-ubgNMmjEis1Cpm2JG7H6mRs07vlrI3Rez57wQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScVlRSVZ3AI-ubgNMmjEis1Cpm2JG7H6mRs07vlrI3Rez57wQ/viewform
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Who Needs to Complete KIDS Training?

New kindergarten teachers

Kindergarten teachers who have not completed KIDS training

Administrators needing access to KIDStech

Once the KIDS training is complete, it will be added to your ELIS account

Please allow 1-2 business days for a training course account to be created.  Once your 
account is activated, you will receive an email from Ed Leaders Network with login 

information. Once you receive this email you have only 10 days to complete the training.

If you do not receive an email within 1-2 business days, check your 
spam/junk folder.  If there is no email, please 

contact Michelle Escapa at mescapa@roe51.org.

For those who have previously completed the KIDS training, please provide both 
certificates (Parts 1 and 2) as evidence of completion, so the training can be properly 

recorded in your ELIS account.
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KIDS Implementation Training 

• KIDS training is a self-paced online course that has two parts.
• You must have a smart score of 85% on both parts.
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KIDS Training: Completion & Documentation Guidelines

• Staff can prepare for the fall 
rating period now. The KIDS 
training earns 6 CPDUs and 
must be completed only once.

• A minimum score of 85% is 
required on both parts.

• Please retain a copy of 
BOTH certificates of 
completion for your records.

You must complete both parts!
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KIDS Coaches 

• Coaches provide professional 
development to districts requesting 
support.

• For questions regarding professional 
opportunities with KIDS coaches, 
contact Michelle Escapa via email at 
mescapa@roe51.org.

• Use the KIDS Coach contact Map
to view the KIDS coach assigned to 
your district.

• Hover your mouse over your region, 
and the KIDS coach contact 
information will appear.

mailto:mescapa@roe51.org
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/KIDS-Coach-Map.aspx
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KIDS Questions? Please send them to the email address below:

Email: assessment@isbe.net

ISBE Phone Support : 1-866-317-6034

Contact KIDS & Explore More Information
ISBE KIDS Website KIDS: Every Illinois Child Ready for Kindergarten

URL: Website  https://www.ISBE.net/kids 

mailto:assessment@isbe.net
https://www.ISBRnet/kids
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Upcoming Assessment Update 
Webinars
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Webinar Dates/Times

Webinar Date Webinar Time

Friday, April 25, 2025 10:00-11:00 AM

Friday, May 9, 2025 10:00-11:00 AM

Friday, May 23, 2025 10:00-11:00 AM

Friday, June 6, 2025 10:00-11:00 AM

Friday, June 20, 2025 10:00-11:00 AM

Registration links for upcoming webinars and archived recordings and 
PDF presentations of past webinars are available on the 

Assessment Communications webpage under "Presentations and Webinars."

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Assessment-Communications.aspx
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Phone: 866-317-6034

Email: assessment@isbe.net
ISBE Assessment Department

Phone:  833-213-3879

Pearson Support Webpage
Illinois Assessment of Readiness

Phone:  833-213-3879

Pearson Support WebpageIllinois Science Assessment

Phone:  866-317-6034

Email: assessment@isbe.net
KIDS

Phone: 855-730-0400

•Email: statetesting@act.org

ACT with Writing, PreACT Secure, 
and PreACT 9 Secure

•Phone:  855-277-9751

•Email: DLM-support@ku.edu
DLM-AA

Phone:  855-787-9615

Email: wida@datarecognitioncorp.com

Data Recognition Corporation 
(DRC) ACCESS

•Email: SIS@isbe.net SIS Helpdesk

Contact Information

mailto:assessment@isbe.net
http://www.isbe.net/Pages/Assessment.aspx
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/IAR.aspx
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Illinois-Science-Assessment.aspx
mailto:assessment@isbe.net
https://www.isbe.net/kids
mailto:statetesting@act.org
mailto:DLM-support@ku.edu
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/DLM-AA.aspx
mailto:wida@datarecognitioncorp.com
mailto:SIS@isbe.net
http://www.isbe.net/Pages/Student-Information-System.aspx
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Thank You
Next Webinar:
April 25, 2025

10-11 am
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