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Illinois State Board of Education

February 6, 2026

ISBE Student Assessment 
Update
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Agenda

• General Updates

• ACCESS/ALT ACCESS

• Illinois Science Assessment (ISA)

• Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR)

• Dynamic Learning Maps Alternate Assessment (DLM-AA)

• ACT with Writing, PreACT Secure, PreACT 9 Secure

• Upcoming Webinars

• Contact Information
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General Updates
• To register for upcoming 

Assessment Update 
Webinars, open the blue 
"Presentations and Webinars" 
accordion on the 
Communications webpage, and 
click on the "Registration" link.

• All Assessment Update Webinars 
are recorded and posted, along 
with the presentation slide deck, 
on the "Presentations and 
Webinars Archive" page.

http://www.isbe.net/Pages/Assessment-Communications.aspx
http://www.isbe.net/Pages/Assessment-Webinars.aspx
http://www.isbe.net/Pages/Assessment-Webinars.aspx
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ISBE's Entity Profile System (EPS)
• ISBE's Entity Profile System (EPS) serves as the 

directory for Illinois schools and districts.

• Most IWAS systems are populated with information 
from EPS and used for important notifications, 
updates, due dates, etc. Therefore, it is essential that 
your district/school information stay updated for key 
personnel like superintendents, principals, 
assessment coordinators, addresses, phone numbers, 
etc.
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ISBE's Entity Profile System (EPS)

• As the 2025-26 school year 
begins, please make sure all data 
stored in ISBE's EPS are accurate 
and up to date. This includes 
grade levels served and testing 
coordinators.

• May 1, 2025: 2026 Entity Profile 
System Webinar
• Webinar
• Presentation
• Q&A 

https://youtu.be/_eMtD2aAB3c
https://youtu.be/_eMtD2aAB3c
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/EPS-2026-Webinar-Slides.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/EPS-2026-Webinar-Slides.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/EPS-2026-QA.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/EPS-2026-QA.pdf
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SIS Webinar Fall Update

December 3, 2025: SY2025-26 Fall Update

Presentation
Webinar

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/SY26-Fall-Update-SIS.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sSitc4-Ltn8
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KIDS Training is OPEN

• You can find the registration link for the mandatory 
KIDS training on the official KIDS webpage under 

– "News and Updates." 

• To complete the online registration; hover over and 
click 
Kindergarten Individual Development Survey 
Implementation Required Training

• We encourage principals and administrators to 
complete the KIDS training to 
have administrative access & support kindergarten 
teachers

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScVlRSVZ3AI-ubgNMmjEis1Cpm2JG7H6mRs07vlrI3Rez57wQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScVlRSVZ3AI-ubgNMmjEis1Cpm2JG7H6mRs07vlrI3Rez57wQ/viewform
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WIDA /ACCESS
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ACCESS Testing Tips

• Test coordinators can track online testing progress using powerful 

tools in WIDA AMS. Open the Operational Dashboard in WIDA AMS 

by going to Reporting Services>Operational Dashboard>

• Test volume

• Test Status

• Student Status

• Students who test online using the test ticket of another student 

should be allowed to finish the domain.  DRC can then move that 

work to the correct record.  Start by contacting ISBE: 886-276-7735, 

assessment@isbe.net

mailto:assessment@isbe.net
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WIDA Webinar

Collaborating to Implement the WIDA ELD Standards Framework 

– February 17, 10 am

This webinar will explore practical ways of 

collaborating across roles to deliver language-

rich lessons rooted in the WIDA English 

Language Development Standards Framework, 

2020 Edition. 

Register for the Partners in Language webinar.

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.explore.wisc.edu%2Fe%2Fer%3Fs%3D1427524768%26lid%3D157156%26elqTrackId%3D985177505FD56ABD05FF984C73A16EBD%26elq%3D2185c98c079c47f4b25790ab9a75d753%26elqaid%3D78128%26elqat%3D1%26elqak%3D8AF532D37D8C293030E7D0F022C4E750364476B00F8036D8E40CAEFAC4D9D2822481&data=05%7C02%7Cbpederse%40isbe.net%7Ce1cd6cc19467468b9f1808de6417535d%7C0364fe8649c64af4b52c335a99e577d1%7C0%7C0%7C639058248626090836%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VAr4fzVAjvqKyNwWQhH4eOvcIKPc%2FlsNXWxR9WqIUB4%3D&reserved=0
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New WIDA Article

Reframing How We Think About Our Long-Term English 
Learners

In this new article, WIDA Professional Learning Curriculum 

Specialist Lauren Bartholome shows how educators can better 

support long-term English learners by understanding individual 

stories, integrating language and content learning, and fostering 

collaboration to promote rigorous and supportive academic 

opportunities.

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.explore.wisc.edu%2Fe%2Fer%3Fs%3D1427524768%26lid%3D162605%26elqTrackId%3DE0E25394D7B9550D923169A91175D4E8%26elq%3D2185c98c079c47f4b25790ab9a75d753%26elqaid%3D78128%26elqat%3D1%26elqak%3D8AF54EF7A8E2322DBD2F7965DAFC1B0B28E876B00F8036D8E40CAEFAC4D9D2822481&data=05%7C02%7Cbpederse%40isbe.net%7Ce1cd6cc19467468b9f1808de6417535d%7C0364fe8649c64af4b52c335a99e577d1%7C0%7C0%7C639058248626101830%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=a92LM03kmbGi43a8Io4eZgPhrDocTGeeUsWMG65OxqA%3D&reserved=0
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WIDA Featured Resource

Explore the Experiences of ML Students with Limited or 

Interrupted Formal Education in our Focus Bulletin

Students with Limited or Interrupted 

Formal Education (SLIFE) is an overarching 

term used to describe a diverse subset of 

learners. Check out WIDA’s SLIFE Focus Bulletin, updated in 

2025, to understand the experiences of multilingual learners 

identified as SLIFE and what you can do to support their unique 

needs. 
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Return Grades 1-3 Writing Materials

WIDA asks that you ship back your ACCESS 

Online grades 1-3 Writing test booklets 

as early as possible.  

Returning Writing Test booklets to DRC earlier helps 

support the quality of WIDA ACCESS scoring and ensures 

that score reports are not delayed.



14

Barry Pedersen: WIDA ACCESS/Alternate ACCESS-Assessment Coordinator

Lauren Ligammari: ACCESS/Alternate Access-Multilingual

Email assessment@isbe.net 
WIDA Support:  help@wida.wisc.edu
DRC Support:  wida@datarecognitioncorp.com 

ISBE Support Phone:  1-866-317-6034
WIDA Secure Portal/Public Site Phone:  1-866-276-7735
WIDA AMS (DRC) Phone:  1-855-787-9615

Contact Information
ISBE Website ACCESS/Alternate ACCESS  WIDA Public Website  Illinois WIDA Public Site
WIDA AMS Illinois WIDA AMS   WIDA Secure Portal   Illinois WIDA Secure Portal

mailto:assessment@isbe.net
mailto:wida@datarecognitioncorp.com
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/AccessforELL.aspx
https://wida.wisc.edu/
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-v2-ui/#/login
https://portal.wida.us/IDP/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3DSecurePortal2%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fportal.wida.us%252Fclient%252Fsignin-oidc%26response_type%3Dcode%26scope%3Dopenid%2520profile%2520wida_idp%26state%3D09c5d2a6babd4a2288bfe08f617b83ca%26code_challenge%3DDmUDlMo_utiofO_HxB2S7ia_Vf6et7rvjc-JBawgT2A%26code_challenge_method%3DS256%26response_mode%3Dquery
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(ISA)
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ISA Key Dates

Description Dates

2026 Spring Testing Window 3/2/2026 - 4/30/2026

Create Proctor Groups 2/9/2026 - 4/30/2026

Material Ordering 2/16/2026 - 4/24/2026

Return Materials 2/16/2026 - 5/7/2026

Deadline to Transcribe Science Paper Tests 4/30/2026
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2026 ISA General Information

• You do not need to set up a testing window in ADAM for the 
ISA. You can administer the 3 sections of the exam any time 
during the testing window on consecutive class days or in a 
single school day.

• There will be a 90-minute time-limit for each section of the 
exam. 

(This 90-minute time-limit is controlled by the test proctor and is 
per section not for the entire exam)
• Please update any needed administration or test coordinator 

information in EPS as soon as possible.
• Guide for Updating EPS Information

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/EPS-Add-Test-Coordinator-Contacts.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/EPS-Add-Test-Coordinator-Contacts.pdf
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2026 ISA General Information

• Google is discontinuing support for native, legacy Chrome 
Apps. In response to this change, TestNav will retire the 
legacy TestNav Chrome App.

• Schools will be required to use the new TestNav Web App for 
ChromeOS. The old TestNav app must be uninstalled and the 
new app installed prior to Spring 2026 testing.

• UPDATED: TestNav - Review and Prepare for 2025-26 School Year

• TestNav - NEW Chromebook Support for SY 2025-26

https://support.assessment.pearson.com/TN/updated:-testnav---review-and-prepare-for-2025-26-school-year-184385558.html
https://support.assessment.pearson.com/TN/updated:-testnav---review-and-prepare-for-2025-26-school-year-184385558.html
https://support.assessment.pearson.com/TN/updated:-testnav---review-and-prepare-for-2025-26-school-year-184385558.html
https://support.assessment.pearson.com/TN/updated:-testnav---review-and-prepare-for-2025-26-school-year-184385558.html
https://support.assessment.pearson.com/TN/updated:-testnav---review-and-prepare-for-2025-26-school-year-184385558.html
https://support.assessment.pearson.com/TN/updated:-testnav---review-and-prepare-for-2025-26-school-year-184385558.html
https://support.assessment.pearson.com/TN/testnav---new-chromebook-support-for-sy-2025-26-193003535.html
https://support.assessment.pearson.com/TN/testnav---new-chromebook-support-for-sy-2025-26-193003535.html
https://support.assessment.pearson.com/TN/testnav---new-chromebook-support-for-sy-2025-26-193003535.html
https://support.assessment.pearson.com/TN/testnav---new-chromebook-support-for-sy-2025-26-193003535.html
https://support.assessment.pearson.com/TN/testnav---new-chromebook-support-for-sy-2025-26-193003535.html
https://support.assessment.pearson.com/TN/testnav---new-chromebook-support-for-sy-2025-26-193003535.html
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2026 ISA Practice Items

• Test-Nav practice items and The Student Readiness 
Tool are now available on the Pearson support page.

Test-Nav interaction practice items help students become 
familiar with the several types of question interactions used 
on the Test Nav 8 platform. 

The Student Readiness Tool allows students to practice 
interacting with the Test-Nav platform including moving 
from question to question, reviewing and bookmarking 
questions, and submitting test answers.

https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/practice-items/
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/practice-items/
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/practice-items/
https://srt.testnav.com/il/il-srt.html
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QuISBE ISA Practice Exams

• QuISBE is a new practice exam platform for the ISA. It 
provides 5th and 8th grade students with practice-
exams similar to the ISA summative assessment. 

• The 30-item practice exams are approximately the 
same length as a single section of the ISA, so they are 
a good measure for how long your students may take 
to complete a single section of the exam.

• When using TTS, we suggest using the fast setting 
for grade 8 and the normal or fast setting for grade 5
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QuISBE - Practice Exam Platform

• To gain access to the QuISBE platform, you must first fill out 
the QuISBE Participation SY2025-26 form to register.

• Pearson will provide further access instructions after the 
participation form is submitted. This normally takes 24 hours.

Note: QuISBE is not the testing platform for the summative ISA exam 

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/5974c96e8a7148f4878556cf6e769a7e
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/5974c96e8a7148f4878556cf6e769a7e
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/5974c96e8a7148f4878556cf6e769a7e
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/5974c96e8a7148f4878556cf6e769a7e
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John Hicks: ISA Coordinator

Email: assessment@isbe.net 

Phone: 866-317-6034

Contact Information
ISBE Website Illinois Science Assessment

mailto:assessment@isbe.net
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Illinois-Science-Assessment.aspx
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(IAR)
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Illinois Assessment of Readiness
2026 IAR KEY DATES

Events Date(s)

IAR Spring 2026 Testing Window - Paper Testing 3/2/26 - 4/3/26

IAR Spring 2026 Testing Window – Online Testing 3/2/26 - 4/17/26

Create Proctor Groups within the Platform 2/9/26 – 4/17/26

Materials Ordering window for districts/schools 
(all paper tests, paper kits, paper-based test proctor scripts, 
additional manuals, return labels)

2/16/26 – 3/30/26
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Each year, a statewide sample of schools is identified to field test newly developed English
Language Arts (ELA) passages and items for the Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR). This
process helps replenish and expand the item pool for future operational assessments and
ensures that new development is representative of students from across the state.

Please refer to the list of participating schools to view the school(s) and grade levels that
have been selected for the 2026 administration. Students participating in the field test will
take an additional section (for ELA), which will make a total of three sections. The
instructions and timing for the third section will be the same as Sections 1 and 2. All
sections should be administered in numerical order, except in cases of makeups for
students.

o 2026 Field Test Participation – Sorted by School Name
o 2026 Field Test Participation – Sorted by School Code  

Illinois Assessment of Readiness
FIELD TEST PARTICIPATION

The field test is not optional. 
Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/2026-Field-Test-Alpha.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/2026-Field-Test-Alpha.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/2026-Field-Test-Alpha.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/2026-Field-Test-Alpha.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/2026-Field-Test-RCDTS.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/2026-Field-Test-RCDTS.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/2026-Field-Test-RCDTS.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/2026-Field-Test-RCDTS.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/2026-Field-Test-RCDTS.pdf
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Illinois Assessment of Readiness

IAR trainings and resources are being updated and posted on the Pearson Training
Site in preparation for the 2026 testing administration. Please be sure to check
the site regularly to be aware of all the new and updated resources.

If you don't have an LMS account you can create one here.

​2026 IAR TRAININGS & RESOURCES

For any questions, please call Pearson customer support at 833-213-3879.

https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/training/
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/training/
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/training/
https://learningmanager.adobe.com/accountiplogin?ipId=15604&accesskey=dl0a64p7mk548
https://learningmanager.adobe.com/accountiplogin?ipId=15604&accesskey=dl0a64p7mk548
https://learningmanager.adobe.com/accountiplogin?ipId=15604&accesskey=dl0a64p7mk548
https://learningmanager.adobe.com/accountiplogin?ipId=15604&accesskey=dl0a64p7mk548
https://learningmanager.adobe.com/accountiplogin?ipId=15604&accesskey=dl0a64p7mk548
https://learningmanager.adobe.com/accountiplogin?ipId=15604&accesskey=dl0a64p7mk548
https://learningmanager.adobe.com/accountiplogin?ipId=15604&accesskey=dl0a64p7mk548
https://learningmanager.adobe.com/accountiplogin?ipId=15604&accesskey=dl0a64p7mk548
https://learningmanager.adobe.com/accountiplogin?ipId=15604&accesskey=dl0a64p7mk548
https://learningmanager.adobe.com/accountiplogin?ipId=15604&accesskey=dl0a64p7mk548
https://learningmanager.adobe.com/accountiplogin?ipId=15604&accesskey=dl0a64p7mk548
https://learningmanager.adobe.com/accountiplogin?ipId=15604&accesskey=dl0a64p7mk548
https://learningmanager.adobe.com/accountiplogin?ipId=15604&accesskey=dl0a64p7mk548
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Illinois Assessment of Readiness
TRAIN YOUR STAFF TOOLKIT

ISBE now offers a training toolkit to assist test coordinators with 
managing and training their staff for the IAR & ISA. It features a 
plan of action and offers tips on what topics to include in your 
training agenda. 

HOW TO TRAIN YOUR STAFF TOOLKIT 

Additional Resources for Training Staff

• IAR/ISA Administration Planning Template - PDF
• IAR/ISA Administration Planning Template - Editable Version
• Intro to Test Management for Proctors and Support Staff – Video
• Seal Code Management Training – Video
• IAR and ISA Security Agreement - PDF
• Test Proctor Scripts & Resources

Look for  training videos on the 
Pearson Training site AFTER you 
have created an Adobe account.

https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/training/
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/IAR_ISA%20Admin%20Planning%20Template.pdf
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/IAR_ISA%20Admin%20Planning%20Template.pdf
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/IAR_ISA%20Admin%20Planning%20Template.pdf
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/IAR_ISA%20Admin%20Planning%20Template.pdf
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/IAR_ISA%20Admin%20Planning%20Template.docx
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/IAR_ISA%20Admin%20Planning%20Template.docx
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/IAR%20and%20ISA%20Security%20Agreement.pdf
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/IAR%20and%20ISA%20Security%20Agreement.pdf
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/IAR%20and%20ISA%20Security%20Agreement.pdf
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Illinois Assessment of Readiness
TEST PRACTICE

Practice Tests
IAR Digital Item Library

Student Readiness Tool (SRT)

• Prose Constructed Response
(PCR) Writing Guide

• Test Blueprint - ELA
• Test Writing Rubric - ELA
• New Meridian Test Design-ELA

• IAR Math Test Scoring Expectations
• Test Blueprint - Mathematics
• Test Structure - Mathematics
• New Meridian Test Design-Math
• Mathematics Calculator Policy

These resources and more can be found in their entirety on 
the IAR website under the Test Design accordion: 

ISBE IAR Website

https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/practice-items/#gsc.tab=0
https://il.digitalitemlibrary.com/home
https://srt.testnav.com/il/il-srt.html
https://srt.testnav.com/il/il-srt.html
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/prose-constructed-response-wring-guide.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/prose-constructed-response-wring-guide.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/prose-constructed-response-wring-guide.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/prose-constructed-response-wring-guide.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/prose-constructed-response-wring-guide.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/prose-constructed-response-wring-guide.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/prose-constructed-response-wring-guide.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/IAR.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/IAR.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/IAR.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/IAR.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/IAR.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IAR-ELA-Writing-Rubrics.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IAR-ELA-Writing-Rubrics.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IAR-ELA-Writing-Rubrics.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IAR-ELA-Writing-Rubrics.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IAR-ELA-Writing-Rubrics.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IAR-ELA-Writing-Rubrics.pdf
https://resources.newmeridiancorp.org/ela-test-design/
https://resources.newmeridiancorp.org/ela-test-design/
https://resources.newmeridiancorp.org/ela-test-design/
https://resources.newmeridiancorp.org/ela-test-design/
https://resources.newmeridiancorp.org/ela-test-design/
https://resources.newmeridiancorp.org/ela-test-design/
https://resources.newmeridiancorp.org/ela-test-design/
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ISBE-Math-Test-Scoring-Expectations.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ISBE-Math-Test-Scoring-Expectations.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ISBE-Math-Test-Scoring-Expectations.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ISBE-Math-Test-Scoring-Expectations.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ISBE-Math-Test-Scoring-Expectations.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ISBE-Math-Test-Scoring-Expectations.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/IAR.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/IAR.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/IAR.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/IAR.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/IAR.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/iar-math-structure.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/iar-math-structure.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/iar-math-structure.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/iar-math-structure.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/iar-math-structure.pdf
https://resources.newmeridiancorp.org/math-test-design/
https://resources.newmeridiancorp.org/math-test-design/
https://resources.newmeridiancorp.org/math-test-design/
https://resources.newmeridiancorp.org/math-test-design/
https://resources.newmeridiancorp.org/math-test-design/
https://resources.newmeridiancorp.org/math-test-design/
https://resources.newmeridiancorp.org/math-test-design/
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/Math%20Calculator%20Policy%201.26.26.pdf
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/Math%20Calculator%20Policy%201.26.26.pdf
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/Math%20Calculator%20Policy%201.26.26.pdf
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/Math%20Calculator%20Policy%201.26.26.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/IAR.aspx
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Illinois Assessment of Readiness

Available Posted Trainings & Resources:
Get the highlights of new processes and accommodation updates for 2026!
• What's New or Improved Quick Guide for Spring 2026
• What's New or Improved for Spring 2026 Training Video

New test form bundles and file layout template explained:
• Spring 2026 Accommodation Field Guide
• Spring 2026 Accommodations Updates/Improvements - All Staff Video
• Spring 2026 SIS Vendor Training
• Spring 2025-2026 Accommodations Upload Template Crosswalk
• Spring 2026 Accommodation Upload Template

​IAR TRAININGS AND RESOURCES FOR 2026
Look for the training videos on the 
Pearson Training site AFTER you have 
created an Adobe account.

https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/What's%20New%20or%20Improved%20Quick%20Guide%20Spring%202026_Final.pdf
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/What's%20New%20or%20Improved%20Quick%20Guide%20Spring%202026_Final.pdf
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/Spring%202026%20Accommodations%20Field%20Guide_Final.pdf
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/Spring%202026%20Accommodations%20Field%20Guide_Final.pdf
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/Spring%202025%20AUT%20with%20Spring%202026%20Crosswalk.xlsx
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/Spring%202025%20AUT%20with%20Spring%202026%20Crosswalk.xlsx
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/Spring%202025%20AUT%20with%20Spring%202026%20Crosswalk.xlsx
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/Spring%202025%20AUT%20with%20Spring%202026%20Crosswalk.xlsx
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/Spring%202026%20Accommodations%20Upload%20Template%20for%20SIS%20Vendors.csv
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/Spring%202026%20Accommodations%20Upload%20Template%20for%20SIS%20Vendors.csv
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Illinois Assessment of Readiness

✓ ACCOMMODATIONS UPLOAD—You are currently able to assign accommodated test 
forms for students into the platform. Changes can continue to be made up until the 
student begins testing.

✓ THE AF&A MANUAL—All of the sections of the manual are posted. The AF&A Section 2 
includes a list of the universal tools and supports that are included on a standard test 
form. Note--Text-to-Speech for math is now a universal tool.

✓ LOCALLY PROVIDED ACCOMMODATIONS—ISBE  no longer captures locally provided 
accommodations within the platform. You will still need to document and administer 
those accommodations at the local level, just as you do for daily instruction. 

✓ DUAL LANGUAGE LEARNERS—Please be sure confer with students in advance to make 
the selection for their preferred language. The test cannot be changed once students 
begin testing. Students can use the practice tests to help make their decision.

✓ OVERNIGHT UPLOAD—Enrollment changes will take 24 hours to update in the testing 
platform.

https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/Section%202%20Overview%20of%20Standard%20Computer%20Based%20Assessment%20Final%20WEBTAGGED.pdf
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/Section%202%20Overview%20of%20Standard%20Computer%20Based%20Assessment%20Final%20WEBTAGGED.pdf
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/Section%202%20Overview%20of%20Standard%20Computer%20Based%20Assessment%20Final%20WEBTAGGED.pdf
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/Local%20Accommodations%20Removed%20from%20AUT%20for%20Spring%202026%20IAR%20and%20ISA.pdf
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/Local%20Accommodations%20Removed%20from%20AUT%20for%20Spring%202026%20IAR%20and%20ISA.pdf
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/Local%20Accommodations%20Removed%20from%20AUT%20for%20Spring%202026%20IAR%20and%20ISA.pdf
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/Local%20Accommodations%20Removed%20from%20AUT%20for%20Spring%202026%20IAR%20and%20ISA.pdf
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/practice-items/#gsc.tab=0
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/practice-items/#gsc.tab=0
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✓ Illinois Assessment of Readiness

✓ NEW TRAININGS POSTED—Please review the training site for the newly posted trainings.
o Test Management for Proctors & Support Staff
o Proctor Dashboard Training
o Seal Code Management
o Ordering Materials

✓ PROCTOR SCRIPTS—All computer-based and paper-based Test Proctor Scripts for ELA and math 
are now posted on the Pearson support site, including the Translated Test Proctor Scripts. (There 
are 10 languages available.)

✓ ADMINISTRATION CARDS—The test administration cards will be visible in the platform on 
February 9th. You will then be enabled to create proctor groups. 

✓ UNIQUE ACCOMMODATIONS—If a student requires an accommodation that is not listed in the 
AF&A manual, the school submit a request in advance by submitting this form.

✓ TESTING EXEMPTIONS—All students attending an Illinois public school must participate in the 
state assessment. The only acceptable test exemptions are listed on the RNVTA guidance 
document. Parents do not have the option to refuse the state assessment.

https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/training/
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/training/
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/Manually%20Creating%20Proctor%20Groups.pdf
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/Manually%20Creating%20Proctor%20Groups.pdf
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/Manually%20Creating%20Proctor%20Groups.pdf
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/Unique%20Accommodation%20Request%20Form.pdf
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/Unique%20Accommodation%20Request%20Form.pdf
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/resources/training-resources/Unique%20Accommodation%20Request%20Form.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Reason-No-Valid-Test-Attempt.pdf
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Victoria Henderson: Illinois Assessment of Readiness Coordinator

ISBE Support Phone: 1-866-317-6034
Pearson Support Phone: 1-833-213-3879
Pearson Support Site: il.mypearsonsupport.com

Contact Information
ISBE Website Illinois Assessment of Readiness

Email:  assessment@isbe.net 

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/IAR.aspx
mailto:assessment@isbe.net


33

Dynamic Learning Maps Alternate Assessment
(DLM-AA)
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Spring Window 
• The Spring 2026 window 

for administering the 
DLM-AA is March 11-May 
6, 2026

• Testing hours are 7AM-
4PM

• All students are required 
to test

o Parents / guardians 
may not opt their 
student out of testing.
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Administering the DLM-AA – Where?

• Students must test in person, at school.
• Homebound students - apply an RNVTA 02 to student's 

correction record
• Medically exempt students – apply an RNVTA 01 to 

student's correction record

    
    To encourage the best possible assessment outcome,                              
testing environments should be familiar to students

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Reason-No-Valid-Test-Attempt.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Reason-No-Valid-Test-Attempt.pdf
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Science Field Test Testlets

• Because DLM will be rolling out an updated 
Science assessment next year, all students 
taking science in 2026 will complete field 
test testlets

• A materials collection list, specific to Spring 
2026 Field Test Testlets, is available to 
teachers.

• Teachers are encouraged to use materials 
already available to them, particularly in 
their classrooms

• Teachers should use materials already 
familiar to their students

• Teachers should keep student safety in mind 
when selecting materials

https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/science-field-test-materials-collections
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Did you know?
• DLM has several helpful videos 

available

o Most are under 2 minutes 

• Visit the DLM webpage, District 
Staff Video Resources for YE 
States.

• Particularly helpful videos include:

o Adding and editing rosters

o Adding and editing users

o Exiting students

o Monitoring the assessment 
using extracts

https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/district-staff-video-resources-ye
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/district-staff-video-resources-ye
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/district-staff-video-resources-ye
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Missing a Student in Kite?
Is the student served in your district?

YES NO

1. Review student's SIS 
record

2. Ensure alternate 
assessment indicator 
is "YES"

3. Update the indicator 
as appropriate

4. Wait until the 
following Friday when 
the weekly 
enrollment upload is 
completed

1. Consult with the 
serving school 
because home 
schools are unable to 
see these students in 
Kite

2. Confirm accuracy of 
student's data, 
ensuring student's 
accountability school 
and grade level in Kite 
matches the student's 
SIS record
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DLM FAQs
• Can a new teacher be added to Kite after the test window 

opens?
• Yes.  Contact Assessments with the teacher's name, email address 

and building(s)/program(s) where the teacher will administer the 
assessment.

• Can a student be added to Kite after the test window opens? 
• Yes.  Verify the alternate assessment indicator (SIS) is updated to 

"yes".  Contact Assessments with the student's SID to have the 
student added to Kite.

• What if an IEP meeting determines the student should no 
longer take the DLM after the window opens?
•  Update the student's alternate assessment indicator (SIS) to "no" 

and exit the student from Kite Educator Portal using reason code 
18.
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DLM FAQs, cont. 
• Are any additional training modules required of coordinators or 

administrators?
• No modules are required for test coordinators.  Training modules are 

optional for test coordinators.  For test administrators, Illinois does not 
have additional training requirements beyond what is in Kite Educator 
Portal.

• Is the Parent Portal available in Illinois?
• Yes.  Please contact Assessments for further details. 

• Is language translation allowed?
• Language translation is allowed for math and science.  The teacher will 

need to designate this support in the PNP Profile.

• Are Test Administrators required to retain students' written 
products?
• Once the teacher uploads the student's written product, 
     the writing sample should be destroyed.  
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Practice Activities and Released Testlets

• The Guide to Practice Activities and Released Testlets is a 
resource available to any teacher wanting to better prepare 
themselves and their students for the DLM.

• Teachers and students will use demo student accounts to log 
in and access testlets and practice activities

• Teachers and students can repeat the testlets and activities as 
many times as needed

• Testlets are available for ELA, math and science.

https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/Guide_to_Practice_Activities_and_Released_Testlets.pdf
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Pam Hartwig: Dynamic Learning Maps Alternate Assessment Coordinator

Email: assessment@isbe.net 

DLM Support: dlm-support@ku.edu

ISBE Support Phone: 1-866-317-6034

DLM Service Desk Phone: 1-855-277-9751

Contact Information
ISBE Website Dynamic Learning Maps Alternate Assessment
DLM Website  Illinois DLM 

mailto:assessment@isbe.net
mailto:dlm-support@ku.edu
mailto:dlm-support@ku.edu
mailto:dlm-support@ku.edu
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/DLM-AA.aspx
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/illinois
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ACT with Writing (grade 11 and 12 as required)
 PreACT Secure (grade 10) 
PreACT 9 Secure (grade 9)

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Grade_12_Testers_Flow_Chart.pdf
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Spring 2026 Resources

Please visit the following resources to learn more about 
the Spring 2026 administration of the ACT with Writing, 
PreACT Secure, and PreACT 9 Secure:

• ISBE High School Assessment website
• ACT Email Communications Index
• ACT-hosted web page for Illinois* 

*This resource contains resources for all steps of administration:
• Step 1: Pre-Administration
• Step 2: Test Administration
• Step 3: Post-Administration

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/HS-Assessment.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/HS-Assessment.aspx
https://content.act.org/illinois/r/ACT_Email_Communication_Index
https://content.act.org/illinois/r/ACT_Email_Communication_Index
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois.html
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Webinars and Office Hours

Register on the ISBE high school website or the 
ACT-hosted web page for Illinois.

• Illinois ACT State Testing Office Hours - Register Now!
o Feb. 10 & Feb. 26 Topic: "Training Your Staff"

• Accommodations and Supports Office Hours - Register Now!
• ACT with Writing Accommodations Webinar - OnDemand Available Now!

• ACT with Writing Pre-Test Webinar - OnDemand Available Now!

• ACT with Writing Test Day Webinar - OnDemand Available Now!

• PreACT 9 Secure and PreACT Secure Pre-Test Webinar - OnDemand Available Now!

• PreACT 9 Secure and PreACT Secure Test Day Webinar - OnDemand Available Now!

• Technical Readiness Webinar - February 13, 2026 (11AM)

https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&eventid=5056135&sessionid=1&key=9FAF4AEB503734E5F7477A6EBB66FDCA&groupId=6310106&sourcepage=register
https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&eventid=5056135&sessionid=1&key=9FAF4AEB503734E5F7477A6EBB66FDCA&groupId=6310106&sourcepage=register
https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&eventid=5056135&sessionid=1&key=9FAF4AEB503734E5F7477A6EBB66FDCA&groupId=6310106&sourcepage=register
https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&eventid=5056135&sessionid=1&key=9FAF4AEB503734E5F7477A6EBB66FDCA&groupId=6310106&sourcepage=register
https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&eventid=5056135&sessionid=1&key=9FAF4AEB503734E5F7477A6EBB66FDCA&groupId=6310106&sourcepage=register
https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&eventid=5100451&sessionid=1&key=2FB961F8365906A6B1B515B15DFF5B3E&groupId=6386766&sourcepage=register
https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&eventid=5100451&sessionid=1&key=2FB961F8365906A6B1B515B15DFF5B3E&groupId=6386766&sourcepage=register
https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&eventid=5100451&sessionid=1&key=2FB961F8365906A6B1B515B15DFF5B3E&groupId=6386766&sourcepage=register
https://event.on24.com/eventRegistration/EventLobbyServlet?target=reg20.jsp&eventid=5100451&sessionid=1&key=2FB961F8365906A6B1B515B15DFF5B3E&groupId=6386766&sourcepage=register
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/5056107/392F00EE7911B776085D6640192BF801
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/5056107/392F00EE7911B776085D6640192BF801
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/5056116/040BE916F17F812A5C3DE365446FAE00
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/5056116/040BE916F17F812A5C3DE365446FAE00
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/5056116/040BE916F17F812A5C3DE365446FAE00
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/5056116/040BE916F17F812A5C3DE365446FAE00
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/5056117/208E0130BF43AB1B9365BC63828FD91B
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/5056117/208E0130BF43AB1B9365BC63828FD91B
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/5056120/DFDC0A665A97670A13A1903CC5051C12
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/5056120/DFDC0A665A97670A13A1903CC5051C12
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/5056120/DFDC0A665A97670A13A1903CC5051C12
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/5056120/DFDC0A665A97670A13A1903CC5051C12
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/5056122/A152F76558E5857027955BBB032E4BA2
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/5056122/A152F76558E5857027955BBB032E4BA2
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/5056119/54BC040DA91734EC5D9342BDF70BBA0B
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/5056119/54BC040DA91734EC5D9342BDF70BBA0B
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Technology Information
• All students are expected to test online except in rare circumstances when 

paper format is needed as an accommodation.

• Technology resources are available on the ACT-hosted web page for Illinois 
under "Step 1: Pre-Administration." Share these resources with your 
technology coordinator.

• Prepare for Testing
o Technical Guide for Online Testing (pdf)
o Technical Readiness Checklist (pdf)
o TestNav Support (website)
o Before Test Day Checklist (pdf)

• Technical Readiness Webinar – February 13, 2026 (11AM)

More resources about preparing for test day will be available in ACT Now
and in the TCM training content, including a test day checklist, system demos, 
and tutorials.

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois/ACT-Now.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois/ACT-Now.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois/ACT-Now.html
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/ACT-SD-Tech-Guide-for-Online-Testing.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/ACT-SD-Tech-Guide-for-Online-Testing.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/ACT-State-Testing-ACT-Now-Technical-Readiness-Checklist.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/ACT-State-Testing-ACT-Now-Technical-Readiness-Checklist.pdf
https://support.assessment.pearson.com/TN/set-up-and-use-testnav-16908318.html
https://support.assessment.pearson.com/TN/set-up-and-use-testnav-16908318.html
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/ACT-Now-Before-Test-Date-Checklist-TC.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/ACT-Now-Before-Test-Date-Checklist-TC.pdf
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/5056119/54BC040DA91734EC5D9342BDF70BBA0B
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/5056119/54BC040DA91734EC5D9342BDF70BBA0B
https://now.act.org/login
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Spring 2026 Required Content Areas

ACT with Writing (grade 11 and 12 as required):
English, Mathematics, Reading, Science, and Writing
*Note: Follow the task cards that include science and writing, as science and 
writing are required to be administered.

PreACT Secure (grade 10) and PreACT 9 Secure (grade 9):
English, Mathematics, Reading, and Science
*Note: Follow the task cards that include science, as science is required to be 
administered.

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Grade_12_Testers_Flow_Chart.pdf
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Enhanced ACT
• Standard time is shown in the chart below (3 hours, 25 minutes of testing time).
• The college-reportable ACT Composite score includes only English, Mathematics, and Reading. 

This is referred to as the "Core ACT Administration."
• ISBE requires all five sections: English, Mathematics Reading, Science, and Writing.

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/pdfs/ACT-Reporting-Category-Tables-Comparison-IL.pdf
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Timing/Item Count for All Assessments
www.isbe.net/Documents/2026-Timing-Charts-ACT-PreACTSecure.pdf

Refer to the Schedule Flexibility Policy for additional administration 
considerations.

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/2026-Timing-Charts-ACT-PreACTSecure.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/2026-Timing-Charts-ACT-PreACTSecure.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/2026-Timing-Charts-ACT-PreACTSecure.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/2026-Timing-Charts-ACT-PreACTSecure.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/2026-Timing-Charts-ACT-PreACTSecure.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/2026-Timing-Charts-ACT-PreACTSecure.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/2026-Timing-Charts-ACT-PreACTSecure.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/2026-Timing-Charts-ACT-PreACTSecure.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/2026-Timing-Charts-ACT-PreACTSecure.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/S&D-ACT-and-PreACT-Assmts-Schedule-Flexibility-Policy.pdf
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Timing/Item Count for All Assessments
www.isbe.net/Documents/2026-Timing-Charts-ACT-PreACTSecure.pdf

Refer to the
Schedule Flexibility 
Policy for additional 
administration 
considerations.

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/2026-Timing-Charts-ACT-PreACTSecure.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/2026-Timing-Charts-ACT-PreACTSecure.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/2026-Timing-Charts-ACT-PreACTSecure.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/2026-Timing-Charts-ACT-PreACTSecure.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/2026-Timing-Charts-ACT-PreACTSecure.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/2026-Timing-Charts-ACT-PreACTSecure.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/2026-Timing-Charts-ACT-PreACTSecure.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/2026-Timing-Charts-ACT-PreACTSecure.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/2026-Timing-Charts-ACT-PreACTSecure.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/S&D-ACT-and-PreACT-Assmts-Schedule-Flexibility-Policy.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/S&D-ACT-and-PreACT-Assmts-Schedule-Flexibility-Policy.pdf
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Who Must Test?
• Unless they are rostered to take DLM-AA instead, students in grade 11 and grade 12 as required will 

participate in the ACT with Writing.

• Unless they are rostered to take DLM-AA instead, students in grades 9 and 10 will participate in the 

PreACT 9 Secure and the PreACT Secure, respectively.

• Students repeating grade 11 who have tested previously must test for accountability but have met the 

separate but related diploma requirement.​

• Students who are completely or partially homeschooled do not participate unless they are receiving 

instruction from the public school in a tested content area. 

❖ Note: These students will be included on the Pre-ID file and loaded into ACT Now. Apply RNVTA 16 during the correction window for 

those not required to test.​ For students who test, they will take the entire test, and staff must contact ISBE after scores are posted to 

suppress data for subjects in which they are not receiving instruction.

• All English learners, including those for whom it is their first year in a U.S. school, must participate 

in all parts of the assessment, assigned based on their grade level in SIS.​

• All foreign exchange students whom your school has classified ​as being 

in grade 9, 10, or 11, must participate.

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Grade_12_Testers_Flow_Chart.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/reason-no-valid-test-attmpt.pdf
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Pre-ID Guidance

• Spring 2026 ACT/PreACT Secure Pre-ID Guidance Document
• Page 1 topics:

o How the Pre-ID roster is created
o How to address non-tested/non-exempt students who are scheduled to 

graduate before the spring administration
o How to edit a student's Testing RCDTS code

• Page 2 topics:
o Confirming participation in ACT Now
o Student transmission schedule from Pre-ID into ACT Now 

First transmission: 01/14/2026 | Next transmission: 02/06/2026 (after 4pm)
o Details about student transmissions into ACT Now
o Pre-ID report access
o Contact Information for further assistance

• Page 3 topics:
o Non-College Reportable scores

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ACT-PreACT-PreID-2026.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ACT-PreACT-PreID-2026.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ACT-PreACT-PreID-2026.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ACT-PreACT-PreID-2026.pdf
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Spring 2026 Test Event Dates

www.isbe.net/Documents/State-Assessment-Dates-2025-26.pdf

ACT with Writing 
(grade 11 and 12 as required*)

Digital Testing Window Options
• Test Event 1: March 24–27 and March 30–April 3, 2026
• Test Event 2: April 7–10 and April 13–17, 2026 
• Test Event 3: April 21–24 and April 27–May 1, 2026

Note: Each two-week Test Event begins on a Tuesday. Monday testing is available during the second week of each 
two-week option. Students testing over multiple days must start and complete testing in the same Test Event.
*Current grade 12 students without a valid grade 11 or 12 score or qualifying exemption from any previous ISBE-
provided administration will be rostered automatically to take ACT with Writing.

http://www.isbe.net/Documents/State-Assessment-Dates-2025-26.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/Documents/State-Assessment-Dates-2025-26.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/Documents/State-Assessment-Dates-2025-26.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/Documents/State-Assessment-Dates-2025-26.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/Documents/State-Assessment-Dates-2025-26.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/Documents/State-Assessment-Dates-2025-26.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/Documents/State-Assessment-Dates-2025-26.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/Documents/State-Assessment-Dates-2025-26.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/Documents/State-Assessment-Dates-2025-26.pdf
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Spring 2026 Test Event Dates

www.isbe.net/Documents/State-Assessment-Dates-2025-26.pdf

PreACT 9 Secure (for grade 9)
PreACT Secure (for grade 10)

Digital Test Event Options
• Test Event 1: March 16–27, 2026 

• Test Event 2: March 30–April 10, 2026 
• Test Event 3: April 13–24, 2026

Note: Students testing over multiple days must start and complete testing in the same Test Event.

http://www.isbe.net/Documents/State-Assessment-Dates-2025-26.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/Documents/State-Assessment-Dates-2025-26.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/Documents/State-Assessment-Dates-2025-26.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/Documents/State-Assessment-Dates-2025-26.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/Documents/State-Assessment-Dates-2025-26.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/Documents/State-Assessment-Dates-2025-26.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/Documents/State-Assessment-Dates-2025-26.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/Documents/State-Assessment-Dates-2025-26.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/Documents/State-Assessment-Dates-2025-26.pdf
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Spring 2026 Timeline
Activity Timeline

Review Pre-ID Roster in SIS Now/Ongoing

ACT's Test Accessibility and Accommodations (TAA) 
system opens to submit requests for accommodations and 
English Learner (EL) Supports for ACT with Writing

September 8, 2025

ACT Now opens to confirm participation for 
ACT with Writing

November 3, 2025

ACT Now opens to confirm participation for 
PreACT Secure and PreACT 9 Secure

January 5, 2026

First Transmission of Student Data to ACT Now January 14, 2026

Deadline to confirm participation in ACT Now for the ACT 
with Writing, PreACT Secure, and PreACT 9 Secure spring 
2026 administration

February 13, 2026

• ACT with Writing Schedule of Events
• PreACT Secure/PreACT 9 Secure Schedule of Events

https://success.act.org/s/
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ACT-PreACT-Test-Sites-2026.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ACT-PreACT-Test-Sites-2026.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ACT-PreACT-PreID-2026.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ACT-PreACT-Test-Sites-2026.pdf
https://content.act.org/illinois/r/Schedule_of_Events_for_the_ACT_-_Illinois_-_Spring
https://content.act.org/illinois/r/Schedule_of_Events_for_the_ACT_-_Illinois_-_Spring
https://content.act.org/illinois/r/Schedule_of_Events_for_PreACT_Secure_-_Illinois_-_Spring
https://content.act.org/illinois/r/Schedule_of_Events_for_PreACT_Secure_-_Illinois_-_Spring
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Confirm Participation in ACT Now-Confirm ASAP!

• Confirm participation for all three assessments as soon 
as possible but no later than February 13, 2026.

• You must confirm participation to see students!
• Participation status of each school will be updated 

weekly here.

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ACT-PreACT-Test-Sites-2026.pdf
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Invite Users to an Administration in ACT Now:
Adding Users with the User Interface
• Staff can add users to ACT Now using a file upload or through the user interface. 

Lateral role assignment is not permitted in ACT Now (e.g., a DTC cannot assign a user 
to the DTC role).

• Toggle to correct administration at the top (ACT, PreACT Secure, or PreACT 9 Secure).
• Open the Administration tab.
• Manually invite users by selecting "Users" and "Invite individual"
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Invite Users to an Administration in ACT Now:
Adding Users with a File Upload
• Toggle to correct administration at the top (ACT, PreACT Secure, or PreACT 9 Secure).
• Open the Administration tab.
• Upload a file by selecting "Files" and "Users invite"
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Student Transmission from SIS into ACT Now

• Updates are sent based on the schedule on page 2 of the Pre-ID Guidance 
document.

• SIS update transmissions to ACT Now will move students from one school to 
another if the grade is the same and the Testing RCDTS code changes.

• SIS update transmissions to ACT Now cannot delete students who were 
loaded in a prior transmission.

• In ACT Now, manually "Unenroll" or identify as "Will not test" students who:
1. Move out of Illinois
2. Change their "test to be taken" to DLM-AA
3. Change grade levels

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ACT-PreACT-PreID-2026.pdf
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Viewing/Editing Students in ACT Now ("Students" tab)
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Assigning a Test Event to Students in ACT Now

• Click in the box to the left of a student's name to assign a Test Event.
• You may select the box at the top to select all students on the current view.
• Click the words in white: "Event assignment" to select the Test Event.
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Accommodations and English Learner (EL) Supports
for ACT Assessments

• For students taking the ACT with Writing:
Accommodations and EL Supports requests must be entered in ACT's Test Accessibility 
and Accommodations (TAA) system by the school that will test the student. TAA opened 
on September 8, 2025, to receive requests for the spring 2026 administration.
o Accessibility Supports Guide (ASG) Updated 12/09/2025
o Of the three available EL Supports (Extended time, Translated Directions, and 

ACT-Authorized Bilingual Word-to-Word Dictionaries), only extended time must be 
requested in TAA. See EL Supports Documentation Requirements. 

o Flexible request deadlines are based on a student's Test Event assignment:
Test Event #1 Deadline is 02/11/26
Test Event #2 Deadline is 02/25/26
Test Event #3 Deadline is 03/11/26

• For students taking the PreACT Secure or PreACT 9 Secure:
Accommodations and EL Supports must be entered directly in ACT Now. Students 
were transmitted from SIS on January 14, 2026, so you may begin this work.
o Accessibility Supports Guide (ASG) Updated 12/03/2025

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/user-guide-test-accessibility-and-accommodations.pdf
https://content.act.org/early_spring/r/Accessibility_Supports_Guide_for_the_ACT_-_State_and_District_Testing
https://content.act.org/early_spring/r/Accessibility_Supports_Guide_for_the_ACT_-_State_and_District_Testing
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ACT-ApprovedBilingualDictionariesList.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ACT-ApprovedBilingualDictionariesList.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ACT-ApprovedBilingualDictionariesList.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ACT-ApprovedBilingualDictionariesList.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ACT-ApprovedBilingualDictionariesList.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ACT-ApprovedBilingualDictionariesList.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ACT-ApprovedBilingualDictionariesList.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/secured/documents/ACT-SandD-National-EL-Supports-Requirements-Table.pdf
https://content.act.org/resources/r/Accessibility_Supports_Guide_for_PreACT_Secure
https://content.act.org/resources/r/Accessibility_Supports_Guide_for_PreACT_Secure
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Accommodations and English Learner (EL) Supports
for ACT Assessments Resources

• ACT-Hosted web page for Illinois
"Step 1: Pre-Administration"
o ACT with Writing "Request Accommodations and English Learner (EL) Supports"
o PreACT Secure "Manage Accommodations and English Learner (EL) Support"
o PreACT 9 Secure "Manage Accommodations and English Learner (EL) Supports"

• ISBE High School Assessment website
"Accommodations and Accessibility Supports" 

• 2025-26 ACT Accommodations and Supports Office Hours-Register Now!

• ACT with Writing Accommodations and English Learner (EL) Supports Webinar
Available On Demand 

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois/ACT-Now.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois/ACT-Now.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois/preact-10-secure.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois/preact-10-secure.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois/preact-10-secure.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois/preact-10-secure.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois/preact-10-secure.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois/preact-10-secure.html
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/HS-Assessment.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/HS-Assessment.aspx
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/5056107/392F00EE7911B776085D6640192BF801
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/5056107/392F00EE7911B776085D6640192BF801
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/5056107/392F00EE7911B776085D6640192BF801
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/5056107/392F00EE7911B776085D6640192BF801
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/5056107/392F00EE7911B776085D6640192BF801
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/5056107/392F00EE7911B776085D6640192BF801
https://event.on24.com/wcc/r/5056107/392F00EE7911B776085D6640192BF801
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Updated Student Practice Resources

ACT with Writing Resources
• The ACT with Writing Online Practice Test

IMPORTANT: Click on “Practice Tests" once you have navigated to the TestNav sign on page. No log in credentials are needed.
• Preparing for the ACT Test

This resource contains a full-length practice ACT with Writing test, test details, test-taking strategies, what to expect on test day, and a 
link to a Spanish version of this resource. In Illinois, the science and writing sections are required.

• Preparing for the ACT Test: Testing with Alternate Formats
This resource includes information about preparing for the ACT test with ACT-authorized alternate format accommodations, 
information about the multiple-choice and writing sections, test-taking strategies, and what to expect on test day. In Illinois, the 
science and writing sections are required.​

• Alternate Format Practice Tests
Schools may order free alternate format practice tests by completing and mailing this form.​​

• Visit Step 1: Pre-Administration on the ACT-hosted web page for additional ACT with Writing resources for students and testing staff.

PreACT Secure and PreACT 9 Secure Resources
• PreACT Secure and PreACT 9 Secure Online Practice Test

IMPORTANT: Click on “Practice Tests" once you have navigated to the TestNav sign on page. No log in credentials are needed.
• Visit Step 1: Pre-Administration on the ACT-hosted web page for additional PreACT Secure Student Resources.
• Visit Step 1: Pre-Administration on the ACT-hosted web page for additional PreACT 9 Secure Student Resources.

ISBE High School Assessment Website

https://tn.actonline.act.org/client/index.html
https://tn.actonline.act.org/client/index.html
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/Preparing-for-the-ACT.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/Preparing-for-the-ACT.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/Preparing-for-the-ACT-Spanish.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/preparing_for_ACTSplTst_Web.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/preparing_for_ACTSplTst_Web.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/Alt-Format-Practice-Tests-Order.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/Alt-Format-Practice-Tests-Order.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois/ACT-Now.html
https://tn.preact.actonline.act.org/client/index.html
https://tn.preact.actonline.act.org/client/index.html
https://tn.preact.actonline.act.org/client/index.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois/preact-10-secure.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois/preact-9-secure.html
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/HS-%20Assessment.aspx
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Megan Forness: High School Assessment Coordinator

Email: assessment@isbe.net

ISBE Support Phone: 1-866-317-6034

ACT Customer Support Phone: 1-855-730-0400

Contact Information
ISBE High School Assessment Website
ACT-Hosted Web Page for Illinois

mailto:assessment@isbe.net
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/HS-Assessment.aspx
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois.html
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KIDS Questions? Please send them to

Email: assessment@isbe.net

Akilah Griffin: KIDS Consultant

ISBE Support Phone: 1-866-317-6034

Contact Information
ISBE.net/kids 

mailto:assessment@isbe.net
http://www.isbe.net/kids
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Upcoming Assessment Update 
Webinars
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Webinar Dates/Times

Webinar Date Webinar Time

Friday, February 6, 2026 10:00-11:00 AM CDT

Friday, February 13, 2026 10:00-11:00 AM CDT

Friday, February 20, 2026 10:00-11:00 AM CDT

Friday, February 27, 2026 10:00-11:00 AM CDT

Registration links for upcoming webinars and archived recordings and 
PDF presentations of past webinars are available on the 

Assessment Communications webpage
under "Presentations and Webinars."

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Assessment-Communications.aspx
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Contact Information



70

Assessment Contact Information

ISBE Assessment Department
Phone: 866-317-6034
Email: assessment@isbe.net

Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR)
Phone: 833-213-3879
Pearson Support Webpage

Illinois Science Assessment (ISA)
Phone: 833-213-3879
Pearson Support Webpage

Kindergarten Individual Developmental Survey (KIDS)
Phone: 866-317-6034
Email: assessment@isbe.net

ISBE High School Assessment 
(ACT with Writing, PreACT Secure, and PreACT 9 Secure)

ACT Phone: 855-730-0400
ACT Email: statetesting@act.org 
ACT-hosted web page for Illinois

Dynamic Learning Maps-Alternate Assessment (DLM-
AA)

Phone: 885-277-9751
Email: DLM-support@ku.edu

Data Recognition Corporation (DRC) (ACCESS)
Phone: 855-787-9615
Email: wida@datarecognitioncorp.com

SIS Helpdesk
Phone: 217-558-3600 (option 3)

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Assessment.aspx
mailto:assessment@isbe.net
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/IAR.aspx
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Illinois-Science-Assessment.aspx
https://il.mypearsonsupport.com/
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/EarlyChildhoodKIDS.aspx
mailto:assessment@isbe.net
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/HS-Assessment.aspx
mailto:statetesting@act.org
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/illinois.html
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/DLM-AA.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/DLM-AA.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/DLM-AA.aspx
mailto:DLM-support@ku.edu
mailto:DLM-support@ku.edu
mailto:DLM-support@ku.edu
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/EnglishLearnerIdentificationAssessment.aspx
mailto:wida@datarecognitioncorp.com
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Student-Information-System.aspx
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Thank You
Next Webinar:

February 13, 2026
10-11 am
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