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Schools with at least one
full-time endorsed school

librarian averaged
significantly higher
advanced reading 

scores and significantly
lower unsatisfactory
scores than schools 

that did not. 1

67% of children ages 6–17 
find books to read for 

fun from libraries.3

Kids who read for pleasure
have more academic 
success.4

If a school doesn’t have a
dedicated teacher-

librarian, kids read less
and are less comfortable
evaluating information.1

Schools with a full-
time staff librarian
with assistants as

needed have a higher
percentage of

students who do 
well on writing and

ELA standards.  2

 Children from low-income
families are more likely to

get books from school
libraries. 3

Recommended 
Student-to-Staff Ratios
(per ISBE Evidence-Based Funding Formula)

Lance, K, and Hofschire, L. (2011). Something to Shout About: New Research Shows That More Librarians Means Higher Reading Scores. School Library Journal, 57(9), 28–33.
Lance, K. B. Scwarz, and Rodney, M.J. (2014). How Libraries Transform Schools by Contributing to Student Success: Evidence Linking South Carolina School Libraries and PASS & HSAP
Results. South Carolina Association of School Libraries.
Scholastic, Inc. (2015). Kids & Family Reading Report, 5th Ed.
Whitten, Christy, et al. (2016). The Impact of Pleasure Reading on Academic Success.The Journal of Multidisciplinary Graduate Research, 2, 48–64.

1.
2.

3.
4.

Students

read fo
r fu

n

Students have

greater academic

success

Children from 

low-income families

read more

When youWhen youWhen you
have a schoolhave a schoolhave a school

library...library...library...

Students
master

writing and
ELA

standards 

Students 

read more

Students
achieve
higher

advanced
reading
scores

School Libraries
THE  VALUE  OF

55% of school
administrators say it is
crucial that librarians
and teachers design

and teach lessons
together. 2 In Illinois High Schools,

11th-grade ACT scores
were highest where
       there was a high 

degree of collaboration
between librarians and

classroom teachers. 3

School librarians are
critical for teaching
digital literacy skills,
online citizenship,

and internet safety. 5

School Librarians...

Administrators 
and teachers

consistently rated
librarians’ teaching of

Standards for the 21st-
Century Learner as
good or excellent.1

Librarians play an
important role in

teaching and
supporting 21st-

century skills.4

Librarians
Elementary  
Middle          
High School   

450: 1
450: 1
600: 1

Librarian Aides/
Media Techs

Elementary
Middle
High School

300: 1
300: 1

300: 1



Education & Credentials

Literacy

Curriculum & Instruction -
Students

Curriculum & Instruction -
Pedagogy

Technology

Collection Development &
Management

Intellectual Freedom &
Privacy/Equity

Professional Library
Community

Community Engagement

Professional Leadership

No professional
education or
library training

Proceed with
caution; no training
guaranteed

Proceed with
confidence in training
and expertise

Area of Expertise

To
Learn
More

Adapted from Hand, Dorcas, A Guideline to Staffing Choices
in School Libraries, 2017.

Some non-certified library staff could provide this service. 

State Teacher Certification 
and LIS Endorsement

(18 credit hours or MLS 
+ passing exam score) 

State Teacher
Certification

Certified
School

Librarian

Certified
Teacher

Other
Library
Staff

No professional
education training

or certification

Contact: Leah Gregory
Membership Coordinator - School Library Liaison

Illinois Heartland Library System (IHLS) 

lgregory@illinoisheartland.org
618.619.2069

Dan Bostrom
Member Engagement Manager

Reaching Across Illinois Library System (RAILS)

dan.bostrom@railslibraries.org
630.734.5152



Certified librarians
foster literacy,
critical thinking,
and research

skills.

Up-to-date and
reliable resources
support student

achievement.

Healthy library
budgets

cultivate a love
of reading.

Grant Opportunities
Supporting School Libraries: 

curate diverse collections, teach
information literacy, and collaborate
with educators to enhance learning. A
healthy budget ensures access to up-
to-date books, digital media, and
educational tools. A strong library
budget allows librarians to provide
current resources that support
student achievement and a love of
reading. 

Certified school librarians...

Support your school library’s budget: Illinois Grants

AISLE LBSS Endowment
Fund
lbssfund.org 
Reach out directly:
lbss@aisled.org

Illinois Reading Council
illinoisreadingcouncil.org/literacy-
support-grants
Reach out directly:
bmatheis@ilsos.net 

RAILS
railslibraries.org/grants
Reach out directly:
jessica.silva@railslibraries.
org

Excellence in Education for
Teachers
irtaonline.org/foundation/grants/
(Please note, open to all Illinois
public school districts except
Chicago Public Schools)
irta@irtaonline.org

State of Illinois
(IMLS Funded)
https://www.ilsos.gov/depa
rtments/library/grants/scho
olpercapgrant.html
Reach out directly:
SchoolGrant@ilsos.gov

Illinois Heartland Library
System
ihls.org/grants

http://lbssfund.org/
http://lbssfund.org/
mailto:lbss@aisled.org
http://illinoisreadingcouncil.org/literacy-support-grants
http://illinoisreadingcouncil.org/literacy-support-grants
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mailto:jessica.silva@railslibraries.org
mailto:jessica.silva@railslibraries.org
http://irtaonline.org/foundation/grants/
mailto:irta@irtaonline.org
https://www.imls.gov/find-funding/funding-opportunities/grant-programs
https://www.ilsos.gov/departments/library/grants/schoolpercapgrant.html#Guidelines
https://www.ilsos.gov/departments/library/grants/schoolpercapgrant.html#Guidelines
https://www.ilsos.gov/departments/library/grants/schoolpercapgrant.html#Guidelines
http://ihls.org/grants


National Grants

AASL Innovative Reading
Grant 
https://www.ala.org/aasl/a
wards/innovative

Believe in Reading:
https://believeinreading.or
g/grant-guidelines/ 

Casey’s Cash for
Classroom:
https://www.caseys.com/c
ommunity/cash-for-
classrooms-grants

Dollar General Youth
Literacy Grants:
https://www.dgliteracy.org/
grant-programs/?#youth-
literacy-grants

Laura Bush Foundation
(IMLS Funded)
Providing grants to school
libraries to expand,
diversify, and update their
collections.
https://www.bushcenter.or
g/topics/education/laura-
bush-foundation-for-
americas-libraries 

McCarthey Dressman
Education Foundation:
https://mccartheydressma
n.org/academic-
enrichment-grants/ 

National Council of
Teachers of English: 
https://ncte.org/research/r
esearch-foundation-
grants/

Snapdragon Book
Foundation
Providing books to school
libraries for disadvantaged
children
https://snapdragonbookfou
ndation.org/faq

Illinois State LibraryN
ex

t S
te

ps

Explore:
Administrators and school boards are encouraged to explore these grant opportunities to
support certified school librarians and ensure a well-funded library budget. 

Support your school librarian and school library program by
partnering with professional organizations:

https://believeinreading.org/grant-guidelines/
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