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Administrators’ Back to School Tips: Early Childhood  

 
The Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) provides support to children and their families 
during this critical time through Prevention Initiative Birth to 3 and Preschool for All 3-5 state-
funded grant programs. The Early Childhood Division at ISBE also provides program support for 
Early Childhood Special Education, as well as resources and guidance for best practices in 
kindergarten. 
 
Prevention Initiative - Birth to 3 and Preschool for All 3-5: 
 Check your program’s status at Grantee Status Report. All GATA requirements must be 

completed and approved before grants will gain final approval. 
 Explain or correct all items addressed in the “Review Checklist” so your grant can gain 

final approval.  
 
Special Education: 
 Provide Early Childhood/Inclusion teachers with copies of each child’s Individual 

Education Plan (IEP).  
 Ensure Early Childhood/Inclusion teachers are aware of each child’s IEP goals. 
 Complete or update Early Childhood Outcomes for each child receiving EC services.  

 
Kindergarten:  
 Provide all kindergarten teachers with access to the Illinois Learning Standards - 

Kindergarten packet. 
 Train all teachers and administrators so they are ready to implement the Kindergarten 

Individual Development Survey (KIDS) in the fall of fiscal year 2018.  
 
Related Resources: 

➢ ISBE Early Childhood Education Page 
➢ Grantee Status Report 
➢ Early Childhood Block Grant Prevention Initiative Compliance Checklist 
➢ Early Childhood Block Grant 3-5 Compliance Checklist 
➢ ISBE’s Early Childhood Website 

○ PI webpage 

http://www.isbe.net/earlychi/
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/GATA/pdf/gata-grantee-status-report.pdf
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/earlychi/docs/block-grant-pi-checklist.docm
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi8zfifytXOAhVCJiYKHU0AAtAQFggcMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.isbe.net%2Fearlychi%2Fpreschool%2Fpdg-eg-compliance-checklist.docx&usg=AFQjCNFO5KoR3MZE8bBVDF_sosmqB2tnsQ&sig2=TpIpPH8-hCwof8CrYQv3Dg&bvm=bv.129759880,d.dmo
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/earlychi/default.htm
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/earlychi/default.htm
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/earlychi/html/birth-3.htm
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/earlychi/html/birth-3.htm
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○ The Preschool for All (PFA) compliance checklist and other monitoring resources 
and information can be found under Accountability: Monitoring and Continuous 
Quality Improvement at PFA webpage. 

➢ Early Childhood Block Grant/PFA and PI Funding Information  with Budget Worksheets 
➢ Prevention Initiative Implementation Manual  
➢ Prevention Initiative Monitoring and Compliance Information  
➢ Preschool for All Implementation Manual 
➢ Early Childhood Outcomes System Webpage 
➢ Early Childhood Education Special Education Services Webpage 
➢ ISBE's Kindergarten Corner Webpage 
➢ Illinois Learning Standards - Kindergarten 
➢ Illinois KIDS Website 
➢ To get more information about KIDS trainings or to find out about scheduling a training, 

you can call or email Lynsay Alexander at lalexan@wested.org or (630) 652-7420. 
➢ If you have questions about Early Childhood services in the State of Illinois, please feel 

free to contact the Early Childhood Division at (217) 524-4835. 
 

http://www.isbe.state.il.us/earlychi/preschool/default.htm
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/earlychi/pdf/ecbg_fiscal.pdf
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/earlychi/pdf/ecbg_fiscal.pdf
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/earlychi/pdf/prevention-intiative/manual-complete.pdf
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/earlychi/pdf/prevention-intiative/pi-monitoring-compliance-info.pdf
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/earlychi/preschool/pfa-implementation-manual/pfa-imp-manual-0216.pdf
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/earlychi/html/ec_speced_outcomes.htm
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/earlychi/html/spec-ed.htm
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/earlychi/html/spec-ed.htm
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/earlychi/html/kindergarten_corner.htm
http://www.ilclassroomsinaction.org/uploads/2/6/0/8/26089560/standardsbook-kindergarteng.pdf
http://www.ilclassroomsinaction.org/uploads/2/6/0/8/26089560/standardsbook-kindergarteng.pdf
https://www.illinoiskids.org/
https://www.illinoiskids.org/
mailto:lalexan@wested.org

