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Appendix A2-8 
Letters of Support 

 
Teachers Unions 
Organization Overview of Organization Actions of Support 
Illinois Education 
Association (IEA) 

IEA is an association of more than 
133,000 Illinois elementary and 
secondary teachers, higher education 
faculty and staff, educational support 
professionals, retired educators, and 
college students preparing to become 
teachers. The IEA is committed to serving 
the interest of public education in Illinois 
and effecting excellence and equity in 
public education as an advocacy 
organization for all public education 
employees. 

-Support the organization's local 
associations who have agreed to participate 
in Illinois' Race to the Top proposal. 
-Work collaboratively to develop and 
implement local education improvement 
plans. 

Illinois Federation of 
Teachers 

The Illinois Federation of Teachers 
represents 103,000 men and women who 
are teachers and paraprofessionals in 
school districts throughout Illinois, 
faculty and staff at Illinois' community 
colleges and universities, public 
employees under every statewide elected 
constitutional officer, and retirees. 

-Participate in state-level work to 
implement Race to the Top activities in 
collaboration with ISBE and other 
education stakeholders. 
-Work with local unions to provide 
information and assistance on Race to the 
Top Initiatives at the district level. 

 
Other Role-based Education Stakeholders 
Organization Overview of Organization Actions of Support 
Illinois Association of 
Regional 
Superintendents of 
Schools (IARSS) 

IARSS is dedicated to supporting the role 
of regional superintendents, assistant 
superintendants, and offices of education 
in Illinois.  IARSS supports the efforts of 
school administrators to promote quality 
education for the students and citizens of 
Illinois, to provide educational leadership, 
to impact public policy, and to deliver 
educational services effectively for the 
benefit of Illinois school districts, other 
educational entities, and educational 
system clients. 

-Work as a Lead Partner or Supporting 
Partner in the Illinois Partnership Zone, 
assisting low-performing schools. 
-Partner with the Illinois State Board of 
Education (ISBE) on the development and 
implementation of the state's proposed 
reforms and programs. 

Illinois Association of 
School Business 
Officials (Illinois 
ASBO) 

Illinois ASBO is devoted to the school 
business management profession and 
strives to promote the standards of school 
business administration through benefits 
to members including: job placement 
assistance, student scholarships, 
publications, professional development, 
and legislative involvement.  

-Collaborate with ISBE and other 
stakeholders and legislators to develop and 
communicate educational policies. 
-Work with ISBE and other committees 
and task forces such as the Education 
Stakeholders, Illinois Education 
Roundtable, P-20 Council, and 
Performance Evaluation Advisory Council 
in recommending educational legislation, 
regulations, procedures, and practices. 
-Work to maintain the focus of 
policymakers and legislators on the need 
for ongoing funding for education. 
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Organization Overview of Organization Actions of Support 
Illinois Alliance of 
Administrators for 
Special Education 
(IAASE) 

The IAASE is a non-profit corporation 
organized to promote quality education 
for all students and provide an 
organizational structure through which 
students with disabilities are represented 
at a local, state and national level. 

-Provide effective support to teachers and 
principals. 
-Provide intensive educator support 
focused on students' critical transition 
points. 

Illinois Association of 
School Administrators 
(IASA) 

State-wide association representing 
school and district administrators. 
 

-Work collectively and collaboratively 
with ISBE and all education stakeholders 
on behalf of Illinois school communities. 
-Continue to lead and participate in 
meetings, committees and task forces, such 
as the Education Stakeholders Meeting, 
IASA/ISBE Advisory Committee, P-20 
Council and Performance Evaluation 
Advisory Council.   

 
 

Illinois Association of 
School Business 
Officials (Illinois 
ASBO) 

Illinois ASBO is devoted to the school 
business management profession and 
strives to promote the standards of school 
business administration through benefits 
to members including: job placement 
assistance, student scholarships, 
publications, professional development, 
and legislative involvement.  

-Collaborate with ISBE and other 
stakeholders and legislators to develop and 
communicate educational policies. 
-Work with ISBE and other committees 
and task forces such as the Education 
Stakeholders, Illinois Education 
Roundtable, P-20 Council, and 
Performance Evaluation Advisory Council 
in recommending educational legislation, 
regulations, procedures, and practices. 
-Work to maintain the focus of 
policymakers and legislators on the need 
for ongoing funding for education. 

 
Funders 
Organization Overview of Organization Actions of Support 
The Chicago 
Community Trust—
Race to the Top 
Collaborative Fund 

The Chicago Community Trust is a 
community foundation, built by 
generations of Chicagoans to support a 
safe, health, and productive future for 
every resident.  In 2008, the Trust and its 
donors granted more than $100 million to 
sustain effective, innovative programs 
throughout metropolitan Chicago.  The 
fund is directed at supporting education, 
as well as arts and culture, basic human 
needs, community development, and 
health. 

-The 18 foundation members of The Race 
to the Top Initiative—a short-term 
collaborative fund of the Chicago 
Community Foundation—are providing a 
grant to develop Illinois' Race to the Top 
application and are committed to continued 
collaboration with the state for the long-
term improvement of education in Illinois. 
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Advocacy and Education Partner Organizations 
Organization Overview of Organization Actions of Support 
Advance Illinois Advance Illinois is an advocacy group 

with bipartisan political leadership and a 
board of business and community leaders, 
policy experts, and educators.  The group 
seeks to act as an objective voice to 
promote a public education system in 
Illinois that prepares all students for 
college, work, and democratic citizenship. 

-Play a continuing role in the state's plan to 
overhaul the teacher evaluation system. 
-Continue supporting the state's efforts to 
use data to inform instruction and school 
improvement and play a central role in 
developing the Learning and Performance 
Management System for data management. 
-Work to develop the Kindergarten 
Readiness standard in partnership with 
leaders such as An Ounce of Prevention 
and the Erikson Institute.  

Board of Education of 
the City of Chicago 

The Chicago Board of Education is 
responsible for the governance, 
organizational and financial oversight of 
Chicago Public Schools (CPS), the third 
largest school district in the United States 
of America. It establishes policies, 
standards, goals and initiatives to ensure 
accountability and provide a high quality, 
world-class education for the 21st century 
that prepares students for success in 
college, work and life.  

-Continue to partner with the State to 
pursue reform initiatives in CPS, including 
closing or turning around underperforming 
schools. 
-Work with CPS teachers and 
administrators and private sector partners 
to open new schools, create more choice 
for families in historically underserved 
neighborhoods, and use student growth 
data to measure teacher and principal 
performance. 

ED-RED  ED-RED is an advocacy organization 
committed to service as "the voice of 
suburban schools" in Illinois.  ED-RED 
monitors and actively influences 
education policy at the state level, with a 
focus on issues that affect its member 
school districts. 

-Support the development of a statewide 
longitudinal data system. 
-Support and pursue the Common Core 
standards. 

Illinois Leadership 
Council for 
Agricultural Education 
(ILCAE) 

ILCAE is a state-wide organization of 
individuals representing all segments of 
the agricultural industry to provide 
statewide leadership to improve education 
in and about agriculture. 
The council serves as an advocate for 
agricultural educators at the local and 
state levels and seeks to involve the 
agricultural industry in the assessment of 
agricultural education and in developing 
quality instructional programs and 
processes to meet current and future 
needs. 

-Continue to work with the State in 
supporting STEM-related Programs of 
Study in agriculture and natural resources. 
-Work cooperatively with other STEM 
Learning Exchanges in supporting the 
growth of STEM-related Programs of 
Study throughout Illinois. 

Illinois Science and 
Technology Coalition 
(ISTC) 

ISTC cultivates economic development in 
Illinois by increasing resources for 
research and development (R&D) 
initiatives at Illinois-based institutions 
and businesses.  ISTC is active in the 
industries of advanced manufacturing, 
agriculture, energy, information 
technology, life sciences, and 

-Serve as a partner in implementing the 
National Career Readiness Certificate 
(NCRC) program and STEM-related 
Programs of Study throughout Illinois. 
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Organization Overview of Organization Actions of Support 
supercomputing.   

Illinois Transportation, 
Distribution, and 
Logistics (TDL) Task 
Force 

The Illinois TDL Task Force is devoted to 
developing recommendations for 
addressing the causes of worker shortages 
in transportation and logistics. 
The task force focuses on the workforce 
challenges that threaten Illinois' 
transportation and logistics industry and 
require state level action.  

-Serve as a partner in planning and 
implementation of the NCRC and STEM-
related programs of study throughout the 
state. 
-Serve as a partner in planning and 
implementation of STEM Learning 
Exchanges for transportation, distribution, 
and logistics. 
-Support the development of STEM 
Learning Exchange activities including the 
development of e-learning curriculum 
resources, professional development 
programs for teachers, and internship and 
career development opportunities for 
students. 

Interactive Illinois 
Report Card 

Interactive Illinois Report Card is a 
program of Northern Illinois University 
that publishes test results and other school 
improvement information for Illinois 
schools online, so that the information is 
available and accessible to the public. 

-Assist with developing and hosting the 
array of improved school performance 
benchmarks, assessments, and performance 
measures on the organization's existing 
user-friendly website. 
-Provide necessary technical assistance in 
the implementation of the student data 
system with classroom applications for 
teachers and administrators. 
-Assist in developing workshops, 
professional development programs, and 
on-line resources to support Race to the 
Top initiatives. 

Large Urban District 
Association (LUDA) 

Represents the interests of the 55 largest 
districts in the state; 44 are participating 
LEAs for the RTTT proposal.  

-Coordinate RTTT participation of member 
districts 
-Communicate about RTTT with member 
districts 

Ounce of Prevention 
Fund 

The Ounce of Prevention Fund strives to 
give children who were born into poverty 
a chance for success in school and in life 
by investing in children in the earliest 
weeks, months, and years of their lives. 
The Ounce is committed to four key 
goals: providing direct services to at-risk 
children and their families from birth to 
age 5, training early childhood 
professionals across the state, conducting 
research and incorporating it into 
programs, and advocating for sound 
public policies and sustained funding 
streams. 

-Support the development and 
implementation of the Kindergarten 
Readiness Measure to promote 
instructional alignment from Pre-K through 
third grade. 
-Actively participate as a partner in 
planning Kindergarten Readiness 
Assessments. 
-Serve as an active resource for 
professional training and development and 
an ex-officio member of the P-20 Council. 
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Organization Overview of Organization Actions of Support 
Parents & Residents 
Invested in School and 
Education Reform 
Coalition (PRISE) 

PRISE is a community-based 
organization of parents and residents 
invested in promoting education reforms 
in low-performing Illinois schools and 
increasing family and community 
involvement in local school systems. 

-Support programs to increase parent and 
community engagement and social support 
for the most challenged low-performing 
schools. 

The Alternative Schools 
Network of Chicago 
(ASN) 

ASN is an association of 52 community-
based education agencies in Chicago.  
Since 1973, ASN has been an advocate 
for community-based services with an 
emphasis on involving community 
members as active participants in 
developing and running programs.  ASN 
is committed to working to promote 
quality education, with a specific 
emphasis on inner-city children, youth, 
and adults. 

-Support the Dropout-Prevention and Re-
Enrollment Support components of the 
State's proposal, with a focus on increasing 
graduation rates and helping youth who are 
now on the streets return to school. 

Voices for Illinois 
Children 

Voices for Illinois Children champions 
the full development of every child in 
Illinois to assure the future well-being of 
everyone in the state.  The organization 
works with families, communities, and 
policymakers to help children grow up 
healthy, happy, safe, loved, and well-
educated. 

-Serve on Illinois' P-20 Council. 
-Advocate for the full development, best 
use, and proper monitoring of 
Kindergarten-readiness measures and 
longitudinal, data-sharing processes. 
-Advocate for additional local, state, and 
federal funding to support educational 
priorities. 
-Build public awareness of and support for 
the State's Race to the Top initiatives and 
goals. 

 
Higher Education Institutions 
Organization Overview of Organization Actions of Support 
Associated Colleges of 
Illinois (ACI) 

ACI is a group of 23 private colleges and 
universities, rooted in the liberal arts 
tradition, that leverages the expertise of a 
statewide network to provide underserved 
students with new educational 
opportunities.   
ACI is committed to engaging college, 
business, and community leaders to 
address three key areas: enhancing 
teaching and learning in K-12 schools 
serving at-risk children, raising 
graduation and college entrance rates 
among at-risk students, and improving the 
chances of college success for first-
generation, low-income, and minority 
students. 

-Host LEAs to operate six-week High-
Need Schools Internships—intensive 
summer experiences that prepare and 
position pre-service teachers to maintain 
ongoing relationships with host LEAs.  
Internship participants will also be 
encouraged to complete student teaching 
and assume permanent teaching positions 
in the LEAs in which they serve as interns. 

Consortium on Chicago 
School Research 
(CCSR) at the University 
of Chicago, Urban 

The CCSR at the University of Chicago 
conducts research of high technical 
quality that can inform and assess policy 
and practice in the Chicago Public 
Schools.  CCSR seeks to expand 

-Work as an active partner on the proposed 
Illinois Collaborative for Education Policy 
Research (ICEPR), an innovative state 
research and development partnership 
modeled directly after CCSR's work and 
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Organization Overview of Organization Actions of Support 
Education Institute communication among researchers, 

policy makers, and practitioners, and to 
support the search for solutions to the 
problems of school reform. 

experience in Chicago. 

Erikson Institute The Erikson Institute is a premier 
graduate school in child development.  It 
also focuses on applied research, 
providing clinical services to families, 
participating in a wide range of 
community engagement initiatives, and 
collaborating to improve and expand 
services from school districts and public 
agencies. 

-Support the implementation of the 
Kindergarten Readiness Assessment. 
-Support the implementation of the K – 
Grade 3 professional development 
program. 

Forum on the Future of 
Public Education 
and 
The College of 
Education at the 
University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign 

The University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign is a premier public university 
in Illinois, and its College of Education is 
a hub of educational research, 
scholarship, and training. 
The Forum on the Future of Public 
Education draws on a network of scholars 
at the University of Illinois and beyond to 
create, interpret, and disseminate credible 
information on key questions in 
educational policy. 

-Assist in establishing and participate as a 
partner in the ICEPR. 
-Combine ICEPR with Illinois' integrated 
data management system to identify leaks 
in educational pipelines and determine the 
most effective interventions. 
-Assist in developing an aggressive 
agenda, including drafting a state 
educational research agenda and assessing 
the data analysis capacity of Illinois school 
districts. 

Illinois Education 
Research Council 
(IERC) at Southern 
Illinois University 

IERC was established at Southern Illinois 
University to provide Illinois with 
educational research and support 
education policy-making and program 
development.  The IERC conducts 
independent research and policy analysis 
and brings objective and reliable evidence 
to the work of state policymakers and 
practitioners.  

-Update and refine the IERC Index of 
Teacher Academic Capital to analyze the 
equitable distribution of highly effective 
teachers and principals throughout the 
state. 
-Participate in the Educational Research 
Collaborative Steering Committee and 
Board. 
-Continue to serve on the Technical 
Advisory Group for the Illinois 
Longitudinal Data System. 

National Center for 
Supercomputing 
Applications (NCSA) at 
the University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign 

The NCSA provides powerful computers 
and expert support to help thousands of 
scientists across the country conduct 
research and gather and process data.   
For more than 20 years, NCSA has been a 
leader in deploying robust high-
performance computing resources and in 
working with research and education 
communities to develop new computing 
and software technologies.  The NCSA 
considers education to be a top priority 
and is committed to bringing computing 
and computation in the classroom to help 
students understand scientific concepts 
and bridge the gap between research and 
education. 

-Acquire, deploy, and operate an internet-
based ("cloud computing") system for the 
Learning and Performance Management 
System (LPMS), and develop and re-tool 
existing software applications needed to 
analyze educational data. 
-Contribute to the design of the LPMS. 
-Partner with Illinois high schools to create 
the "Blue Wave in Science Education in 
Illinois" teaching program, modeled after a 
previous concept used in teaching 
chemistry and extended to all areas of 
science.  The model will be implemented 
as part of the STEM Learning Exchange 
and includes a robust professional 
development component for teachers. 
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Organization Overview of Organization Actions of Support 
-Develop a platform for a competition 
where students of all achievement levels 
compete and collaborate virtually on 
computational projects across STEM 
disciplines in partnership with researchers 
and industry. 

School of Education, 
Loyola University 
Chicago 

Loyola University Chicago is the nation's 
largest Jesuit, Catholic university.  The 
School of Education is dedicated to 
continuing the Jesuit tradition of uplifting 
people through education, regardless of 
race or religion.  Loyola's community of 
educators is committed to serving as role 
models of scholarship and promoting 
social justice in education. 

-Support the implementation of the 
Improving Effectiveness of Teacher and 
Principal Preparation program. 
-Support the implementation of the 
statewide Longitudinal Data System. 
-Support the implementation of enhanced 
standards and high quality assessments of 
teachers and administrators.  

School of Education, 
Southern Illinois 
University 
Edwardsville (SIUE) 

The School of Education at SIUE is 
committed to pursing key goals including 
offering high quality programs for its 
students, exceptional service to the 
community, and cutting-edge research 
that informs policy and practice.  The 
School is also committed to forming 
partnerships with a variety of educational, 
service, and business entities in order to 
advance research and innovative practices 
across a broad spectrum of professions 
and community organizations. 

-Reform and redesign administrator 
preparation. 
-Develop successful pathways for teacher 
certification to non-traditional students in 
critical needs areas such as early childhood 
education and secondary education. 
-Collect and disseminate data related to 
graduate satisfaction and success in the 
classroom. 
-Support the revision of Illinois teaching 
standards. 
-Serve on the State's Leadership to 
Integrate the Learning Continuum 
Advisory Committee, Illinois New Teacher 
Collaborative Partnership Board, Associate 
of Arts in Teaching Steering Committee, 
and Charter School Authorizer Task Force. 
-Operate a STEM Center on campus and 
participate in STEM Learning Exchanges. 

 
State Agencies 
Organization Overview of Organization Actions of Support 
Illinois Board of Higher 
Education 

Plans and coordinates Illinois’ system of 
colleges and universities. 

- Pledge to continue developing with you 
and the education community the culture of 
evidence that is required to measure 
progress toward the goals of RTTT. 
 

Illinois Community 
College Board 

The Illinois Community College Board is 
the state coordinating board for 
community colleges.  The Board works 
with all groups within the community 
college system to establish policies 
necessary to implement state statutes. 

-Support the implementation of college and 
career-ready standards, high quality 
evaluation and assessment of teachers and 
administrators, and college and career data 
systems. 

Illinois Department of 
Commerce and 

DCEO administers a wide array of 
programs and services for Illinois 

-Serve as a partner in the planning and 
implementation of STEM Learning 
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Organization Overview of Organization Actions of Support 
Economic Opportunity 
(DCEO) 

businesses including services in business 
development, community development, 
energy and recycling, technology, 
tourism, trade, workforce development, 
and entrepreneurship. 

Exchanges for all STEM areas. 
-Work with public and private partners to 
plan and implement the Energy Learning 
Exchange. 

 
Business/Civic Organizations 
Organization Overview of Organization Actions of Support 
Chicagoland Chamber 
of Commerce 

The Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce 
is a private, non-profit business assistance 
and economic development organization 
dedicated to enhancing its members' 
success through aggressive programs in 
advocacy, member benefits, services, and 
information.   
The Chicagoland Chamber if Commerce 
has operated educational programs such 
as Future Founders, College Access 
Network, and School-to-Work. 

-Engage industry sector committees in 
STEM Learning Exchange activities 
including the development of e-learning 
curriculum resources, professional 
development programs for teachers, and 
expanded internship and career 
development opportunities for students. 
-Host an employer discussion of the 
NCRC. 
-Help establish a statewide program for 
students to obtain the NCRC to increase 
numbers of job-ready students and make 
NCRC an important credential for a wide 
range of careers. 

Illinois Biotechnology 
Industry Organization 
(iBio) 

iBio is a life sciences industry association 
composed of a wide range of companies 
and business leaders.  iBIO’s mission is 
to make Illinois and the surrounding 
Midwest one of the world’s top life 
sciences centers.  iBIO advocates for 
sound public policy, delivers education 
and training programs, and improves 
Illinois' ability to create, attract, and 
retain businesses. 

-Partner with the State on the Illinois 
Innovation Talent program, a STEM-
focused, industry-led pilot program. 
-Serve as a partner in planning and 
implementation of STEM Learning 
Exchanges for health sciences and 
agriculture and natural resources. 
-Grow and leverage existing programs 
such as SCI: Science Career Investigation 
and TalentSparks! teacher professional 
development in biotechnology.  
-Support the development of STEM 
Learning Exchange activities including the 
development of e-learning curriculum 
resources, professional development 
programs for teachers, and internship and 
career development opportunities for 
students. 

Metropolitan Chicago 
Healthcare Council 
(MCHC) 

MCHC is a membership and service 
association comprising more than 140 
hospitals and health care organizations 
working together to improve the delivery 
of health care services in the Chicago 
area.  The Council's membership consists 
of hospitals, physician groups, nursing 
homes, outpatient treatment centers, 
insurers, medical schools, and other 
health care organizations. 

-Assist in implementation of the NCRC 
program and STEM-related Programs of 
Study throughout Illinois. 
-Partner with the State in implementation 
of the STEM Learning Exchanges in health 
sciences. 
-Support the development of STEM 
Learning Exchange activities including the 
development of e-learning curriculum 
resources, professional development 
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Organization Overview of Organization Actions of Support 
programs for teachers, and internship and 
career development opportunities for 
students. 

The Illinois Business 
Roundtable 

Illinois Business Roundtable is a 
voluntary association of 63 chief 
executive officers of Illinois' leading 
businesses, formed to make 
recommendations and take action on 
critical public policy issues facing 
Illinois.   

-Partner with the State to implement the 
NCRC program. 
-Participate in NCRC-related career 
development for students. 
-Work to promote NCRC as a tool for 
verification of workplace skills. 
-Support STEM Learning Exchange 
activities by contributing to professional 
development programs and developing 
opportunities for students to transmit job 
applications and receive information 
through STEM Learning Exchanges. 
-Provide staff for statewide implementation 
and support of STEM Learning Exchanges. 

 
Business and Industry Leaders 
Organization Overview of Organization Actions of Support 
Astellas Pharma US, 
Inc. 

Astellas Pharma US, Inc., is the U.S. 
affiliate of Japan’s second-largest 
pharmaceutical company.  The company's 
North American headquarters is located 
in Deerfield, Illinois.  In the U.S., 
Astellas is intensely focused on 
cardiology, dermatology, immunology, 
infectious disease, and urology.  Astellas 
is also committed to advancements within 
the field of oncology and other emerging 
therapeutic areas.  

-Serve as a partner to implement the 
NCRC Program and STEM-related 
Programs of Study. 
-Serve as a partner in the planning and 
implementation of STEM Learning 
Exchanges for health sciences. 

AT&T AT&T is one of the world's leading 
producers of entertainment and 
communications products and services.  
The company's mission is to connect 
people and businesses to their world, 
everywhere they live and work. 

-Work with the State and other 
stakeholders to implement Race to the Top 
initiatives, particularly STEM-related 
programs and the NCRC program. 

Baxter International, 
Inc. 

Baxter is a global healthcare company 
that assists healthcare professionals and 
their patients with treatment of complex 
medical conditions including hemophilia, 
immune disorders, kidney disease, trauma 
and other conditions.  Baxter applies its 
expertise in medical devices, 
pharmaceuticals and biotechnology to 
make a meaningful difference in patients' 
lives 

-Continue the Science @ Work: Expanding 
Minds with Real-World Science program 
launched in 2008 in partnership with 
Chicago Public Schools (CPS), 
Renaissance Schools Fund, and the Illinois 
Institute of Technology.  The program 
aims at providing enhanced biotechnology 
science education opportunities to CPS 
students and teachers. 
-Assist in implementation of the NCRC 
and STEM-related Programs of Study. 
-Help plan and implement STEM Learning 
Exchanges for Health Science. 
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Organization Overview of Organization Actions of Support 
-Support the development of STEM 
Learning Exchange activities including the 
development of e-learning curriculum 
resources, professional development 
programs for teachers, and internship and 
career development opportunities for 
students. 

BNSF Railway BNSF Railway ships coal, agricultural 
products, consumer goods, and industrial 
products. BNSF Railway focuses on 
using speed, agility, and resourcefulness 
to help expand the global marketplace for 
goods and services. 

-Serve as a partner in planning and 
implementing STEM Learning Exchanges 
in transportation, distribution, and 
logistics. 

IBM IBM is a global leader in the information 
technology industry.  IBM's corporate 
citizenship activities focus on developing 
initiatives to address specific societal 
issues, such as the environment, 
community economic development, 
education, health, literacy, language, and 
culture. IBM is committed to creating 
innovative programs in these areas to 
assist communities around the world. 

-Collaborate to foster STEM-related 
Programs of Study throughout the State. 
 

Microsoft Corporation Microsoft is a global leader in the 
information technology industry.  The 
corporation is dedicated to using 
technology to effect societal change, 
including improving education, 
particularly in math and science. 
Microsoft works with partners around the 
world to invest in education IT 
infrastructure and personalized learning 
experiences for students. 

-Serve as a partner to implement the 
NCRC Program and STEM-related 
Programs of Study. 
-Serve as a partner in the planning and 
implementation of STEM Learning 
Exchanges for information technology.   
-Support the development of STEM 
Learning Exchange activities including the 
development of e-learning curriculum 
resources, professional development 
programs for teachers, and internship and 
career development opportunities for 
students. 

Northrop Grumman Northrop Grumman Corporation is a 
leading global security company whose 
120,000 employees provide innovative 
systems, products, and solutions in 
aerospace, electronics, information 
systems, shipbuilding, and technical 
services to government and commercial 
customers worldwide. 

-Contribute to professional development 
programs. 
-Collaborate to develop real-world 
interdisciplinary problems for students. 
-Develop opportunities for students to 
transmit job applications and receive 
information about career opportunities 
through STEM Learning Exchanges. 
 

Rico Enterprises, Inc. Rico Enterprises provides technology 
solutions for  government, businesses, 
educational institutions, and community 
organizations.  The company's core 
services are technology sales, service, and 

-Continue to serve on the Illinois P-20 
Council and Illinois Workforce Investment 
Board's IT Workforce Task Force.  Work 
to guide state efforts to build an education 
and workforce development system and 
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Organization Overview of Organization Actions of Support 
consulting.   longitudinal data system. 

-Support the development of STEM 
Learning Exchange activities including the 
development of e-learning curriculum 
resources, professional development 
programs for teachers, and internship and 
career development opportunities for 
students.  

Takeda 
Pharmaceuticals 

Takeda is a research-based global 
pharmaceutical company.  Takeda is 
committed to striving toward better health 
for individuals and progress in medicine 
by developing superior pharmaceutical 
products.  

-Support the NCRC and STEM-related 
Programs of Study. 

 
Professional and Trade Associations and Other Unions 
Organization Overview of Organization Actions of Support 
Council of Supply 
Chain Management 
Professionals (CSCMP) 

CSCMP is a worldwide professional 
organization of supply chain management 
professionals.  CSCMP provides 
leadership, education, networking, 
research, communication, and other 
services to enhance the supply chain 
management profession. 

-Support implementation of the NCRC 
Program. 
-Assist efforts to plan and implement 
STEM Learning Exchanges for 
transportation, distribution, and logistics. 
-Support STEM Learning Exchange 
activities including development of e-
learning curriculum resources, professional 
development programs for teachers, and 
internship and career development 
opportunities for students. 

Illinois AFL-CIO The Illinois AFL-CIO represents one 
million union members, including three 
teachers' unions and a school 
administrator's union.  The Illinois AFL-
CIO helps improve the lives of working 
men and women by promoting the rights 
of workers to join a union and making 
sure their voices are heard at the state 
capitol.   
In addition to a full-time presence in 
Springfield fighting for strong labor laws, 
the Illinois AFL-CIO also helps shape 
political dialog around issues that affect 
workers.  

-Serve as a partner with the State in the 
planning and implementation of the STEM 
Learning Exchange for Architecture and 
Construction.  
-Support the development of STEM 
Learning Exchange activities including the 
development of e-learning curriculum 
resources, professional development 
programs for teachers, and internship and 
career development opportunities for 
students. 

Illinois Trucking 
Association (ITA) 

ITA is a trade organization dedicated to 
enhancing the effectiveness of its member 
companies by advocating sound public 
policies, and providing excellence in 
education, training and information while 
promoting a safe, dependable and cost 
effective transportation system.  
ITA is committed to articulating the 
concerns of the trucking industry to 

-Serve as a partner to implement STEM 
Learning Exchanges for transportation, 
distribution, and logistics. 
-Support STEM Learning Exchange 
activities including development of e-
learning curriculum resources, professional 
development programs for teachers, and 
internship and career development 
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Organization Overview of Organization Actions of Support 
government, regulatory bodies and the 
general public.  

opportunities for students. 

TechAmerica TechAmerica is an advocacy organization 
for the U.S. technology industry.  
Representing approximately 1,500 
member companies of all sizes from the 
public and commercial sectors of the 
economy, it is the industry's largest 
advocacy organization and is dedicated to 
helping members' top and bottom lines. 

-Serve as a partner to implement STEM-
related Programs of Study throughout the 
state. 
-Serve as a partner in planning and 
implementation of STEM Learning 
Exchanges in research & development and 
information technology. 
-Support STEM Learning Exchange 
activities including development of e-
learning curriculum resources, professional 
development programs for teachers, and 
internship and career development 
opportunities for students. 

Tooling & 
Manufacturing 
Association (TMA) 

TMA supports industry by providing 
educational opportunities, industry 
representation, and services to foster 
member company global competitiveness.  
TMA helps member companies train and 
educate personnel, provides information 
and assistance, pools the purchasing 
power of member companies, represents 
and promotes the interests of member 
companies, serves as a forum for the 
exchange of ideas and information, and 
fosters a sense of mutual support and 
unity among the members.  

-Serve as a partner to implement the 
NCRC and STEM-related Programs of 
Study throughout the state. 
-Serve as a partner to planning and 
implementation of STEM Learning 
Exchanges in manufacturing and 
transportation, distribution, and logistics. 
-Support STEM Learning Exchange 
activities including development of e-
learning curriculum resources, professional 
development programs for teachers, and 
internship and career development 
opportunities for students. 
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