








PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS FOR FY 2000 
 
The Illinois Prekindergarten Program for Children At Risk of Academic Failure provides state 
grants to public school districts to conduct preschool education programs for children ages three 
to five who are at risk of academic failure.  General findings are as follows: 
 
• The Early Childhood Block Grant funding increased from $153.6 million in FY 99 to $169.6 

million in FY 2000.  Under the Early Childhood Block Grant the following programs can 
receive funding:  the Prekindergarten At-Risk program, the Parental Training program, and 
the Prevention Initiative program. 

 
• Statewide, 407 projects received state funds to serve children in 609 districts.  Forty-seven of 

these projects served 202 districts under joint agreements with other districts. 
 
• A total of 53,386 children were served during FY 2000, a 7% increase from FY 99.  Of the 

total served, 13,024 children (24%) were in their second year of the prekindergarten program.  
Of the children eligible after screening, 73% were served and 7,265 children were on a 
waiting list at the end of the 2000 school year. 

 
• The average amount spent per child from the appropriation increased by 8%, from $2,460 in 

FY 97 to $2,654 in FY 2000. 
 
• Statewide, teachers ranked 18% of the children who participated in prekindergarten programs 

as “above average” and 62% as “average” in their kindergarten readiness skills. 
 
• About 30% of the children served were from single-parent homes and 5% were living with 

adults other than their parents.  About 70% of the children were eligible for free or reduced-
price lunch and 56% were minority children. 

 
• Almost 94% of parents were reported to be involved in at least one parent involvement 

activity.  Forty-three percent of the parents participated in four or more parent involvement 
activities.   

 
• The average teacher-child ratio was 1 to 18 (17.78), and the average adult-child (teacher and 

teacher’s aide) ratio was 1 to 8.7.  Some 1,590 full-time equivalent teachers were paid by the 
grant, about 256 were employed as parent coordinators, and 1,567 worked as teacher’s aides 
in FY 2000. 

 
• Statewide, 24% of three-year-olds and 76% of four-year-old children were served in 

FY 2000. 
 
• Since the beginning of the program (FY 87), ISBE has been collecting data to follow the 

academic progress of the children who participated in the program.  Data for downstate 
students indicate that across three instructional areas, 76 to 82% of students in kindergarten 
and 72 to 76% of students in eighth grade were ranked as “above average” or “average” by 
their teachers.  In Chicago, these percentages are 58 to 63 in third grade, and 55% in eighth 
grade reading and mathematics and 36% in eighth grade language. 

 
• Illinois Standards Achievement Tests (ISAT) results for downstate previous prekindergarten 

students in third grade reveal that 55% “meet” or “exceed” the standards in writing and 75% 
“meet” or “exceed” the standards in mathematics.  In eighth grade, 41% of the students 
“meet” or “exceed” the standards in mathematics, while in writing and science these 
percentages are 64% and 72% respectively. 
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