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Accessibility Features 
Pgs. 21-26 (Table 1) 
 
EL Accommodations 
Pgs. 44-48 (Table 5) 
 
Personal Needs Profile 
(PNP) 
Pgs. 19-20 
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 1. Timing / Scheduling 

  Past PARCC 

   •  Extended assessment time Yes 

   •  Extra breaks Yes for all* 

   •  Flexible scheduling Yes 

Supports: Past and PARCC 

* Freezes the clock, but does not extend time. 

 2. Special Setting 

  Past PARCC 

   •  Administration in a small group Yes 

   •  Administration on an individual basis  Yes 

   •  Administration in alternate location  Yes 
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Supports: Past and PARCC 

 3. Modified Directions 
  Past PARCC 
   •  Directions in native language Yes 
   •  Repeat scripted directions Yes 
   •  Restate directions in modified English Yes (Clarified) 
   •  Emphasize key words Yes (Clarified) 
   •  Verify understanding/repeat back Yes (Clarified) 

4 



Supports: Past and PARCC 
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 4. Modified Presentation (Math) 
  Past PARCC 
   •  Reader Script Human Reader 

   •  Audio recording Text-to-Speech 

   •  Linguistically Modified Form X 

   •  Spanish DVD (PSAE) X 

5. Response Options  
  Past PARCC (Math only) 
   •  Reader Script Human Reader 

   •  Audio recording Text-to-Speech 



PARCC Accessibility System 

*Available to all participating students 
**For students with disabilities, ELs and ELs with disabilities 
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Accommodations for   
English Learners 
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ELA Exemption for Newcomers 

• ELs who have attended U.S. schools 
for less than one year* may be 
excused from the ELA assessment. 

• Their Math scores are not used for 
accountability. 
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*Mark as “First Year in U.S.” in SIS. 



Eligibility for EL Accommodations 

Any student currently designated 
“LEP-Yes” in the Student 
Information System is eligible.  
Students who have recently tested 
as English proficient, and are being 
monitored are not eligible.  
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Accommodation Beg Int Adv PNP 
Extended time Yes* 

Word-to-Word Dictionary No 
Mathematics Response  
Speech-to-Text or Human Scribe No 

Gen. Administration Directions Read Aloud 
and Repeated in Student’s Native Language No 

Gen. Administration Directions Clarified as 
Needed in Student’s Native Language No 

Online Translation of Math in Spanish** Yes 
Paper-Based Edition of Math in Spanish** No 
Large Print Edition of Math in Spanish** No 
Text-to-Speech for the Math in Spanish** Yes 
Human Reader for the Math in Spanish** Yes 

Accommodations for ELs 

Highly Recommended Recommended May not be appropriate, 
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*Update 
**Spanish forms are Spanish-only, no English. 



Personal Needs Profile (PNP) 

An electronic record for a single 
student, created by the school or 
district, that enables or arranges for 
specific PARCC online testing 
options.   

Must be done in advance. 
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Translated Directions* 
Spanish Portuguese 
Arabic Haitian Creole 
Navajo Polish 
Chinese Mandarin Somali 
Vietnamese Marshallese 

Accommodations for ELs 
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*Update: The translated directions will be made  
available as electronic file downloads.  They will  
not be coded into the online version of PARCC. 



Accessibility Features 

For ALL Students 
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 Answer Masking (PNP)  Line Reader Tool 
 Audio Amplification  Magnification Device 
 Color Contrast (PNP)  NotePad 
 Blank Paper  Pop-up Glossary 
 Eliminate Answer Choice  Redirect Student to the Test 
 Flag Items for Review  External Spell Check Device 
 Gen. Directions Clarified (Eng.)  Math Text-to-Speech (PNP)* 
 Gen. Directions Repeated (Eng.)  Math Human Reader (PNP)* 
 Highlight Tool  Writing Tools (ELA-PBA) 
 Headphones or Noise Buffer 

Accessibility Features 

Underline indicates a feature of the online version of PARCC. 
*in English 
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Text to Speech* (PNP) 
The Text-to-Speech option reads text on the screen out loud. 
The text will be highlighted in yellow as the words or phrases are read. 
• Start the tool with the play button 
• Stop the tool with the stop button 
• Use the Focus tool to start at a new position. 

15 *See demonstration here, http://parcc.pearson.com/tutorial/ 

http://parcc.pearson.com/tutorial/
http://parcc.pearson.com/tutorial/


Flag Items for Review 
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Click “Flag”  
Then “Review” 



Flag Items for Review 
Progress 
Summary 

Item 
Status 

Navigation 

Navigation 

Item 
Status 

Views 
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Highlight Tool 

Open the 
highlighting palette  

by selecting text. 
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Open the 
highlighting palette  

by selecting text. 



Eliminate Answer Choice 
Tool Button 

Hovering 

Click 
Pointer to 

choose answer 
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Color Contrast (PNP) Menu 
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Color Contrast (PNP) 

Select setting, 
click “Continue” 
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Magnification Device 

Square window magnifies 
Drag with mouse 
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Pop-up Glossary 
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Click for 
Pop-up 

Underline 
means glossed 



Line Reader Tool 

Resize with shaded 
control areas 

Resize with shaded 
control areas 
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Answer Masking (PNP) 

Works with Eliminate 
Answer Tool 

Buttons 
hide and 

reveal items 
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Writing Tools 

Bold 
Italics 
Underline 

Dot Points 
Numbering 

Cut 
Copy 
Paste 

Undo 
Redo 
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Prep Tools on PARCC’s Website 

http://parcc.pearson.com/ 

Button or Tab Button or Tab 
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 Accessibility and Accommodations 

• http://parcconline.org/parcc-accessibility-features-
and-accommodations-manual  

• http://parcc.pearson.com/ 

• http://www.isbe.net/assessment/parcc.htm 

• To join the Assessment Listserv, send a BLANK email 
to assessment@isbe.net with the word SUBSCRIBE in 
the subject line. 

• ISBE Assessment and Accountability – 866-317-6034 
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Questions 
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