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The presenter will respond to your 
questions after the presentation. 

 

• Click on the hand icon to raise your hand 
• Type your question into the Question Box 



 

Sandy Anderson 
School Principal 

Lauren Furmanek 
Intervention Specialist/School Psychologist 
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 Discuss how Oak Terrace School has developed 
a multi-disciplinary team to target “at-risk” 
students as well as their family needs 

 

 Review the research behind the processes 
 

 Explore the organization/materials of the 
process 

 

 Review case studies 
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The purpose of the IPST is to develop a  
multi-disciplinary team to help support teachers, 
students, and families as students demonstrate 
the need for supports more than or unique to 

what is offered in the core 
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 Standing Members 
 Principal, School Psychologist, Social Worker, 
 Parents 
 

 Meeting Times  
 The team has established set days and times to meet 
 each week for consistency purposes 
 

 Calendar 
 Staff may view the calendar to know if they have an 
 interest in an upcoming meeting 
 

 Site  
 A google-site is managed to offer resources and store 
 meeting notes 
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 Explaining unique family circumstances that impact 
learning 

 Getting involved in family therapy 
 Completion of rating scales 
 Signing students up for summer school 
 Signing up for reduced internet fees 
 Signing students up for after school activities (boy 

scouts, mentor programs, chess etc) 
 Regular communication with classroom teachers 
 Clear flow of conversation when the discussion 

crossed to Special Education 
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If students are to attain a high level of 
proficiency that enables them to understand 
and express complex ideas in sophisticated 
ways, they need a focused approach that 
addresses the linguistic, cognitive, and 
SOCIOCULTURAL dimensions of language 
through explicit instruction and authentic 
practice.  
    RtI for ELLs p. 12-13 
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“Probably no test can be created that will entirely 
eliminate the influence of learning and cultural 
experiences.  The test content and materials, the 
language the questions are phrased, the test 
directions, the categories for classifying responses, 
the scoring criteria, and the validity criteria are all 
culture bound.” Jerome Sattler, 1992. 
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Simon Ortiz PhD 
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 Prioritize concerns 
 Can any concerns be 

explained by cultural 
factors? 

 Collect Data 
 Preferably ELL norms 

from your own District 

 Compare performance in 
English and Spanish 

 State discrepancy from 
ELL peers as well as 
general education 
peers 

 1)  Problem 
Identification 
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 2) Problem Analysis 
 

 Why is the problem 
occurring?  

 Collect and review data 
 File review (language of 

instruction, program history, 
results of testing, attendance) 

 Observations of student across 
academic and social settings, 
behavior and academic 

 Teacher interview about 
behavior 

 Testing: Las Links, ACCESS, 
ISAT, etc… 

 Review Previous 
Interventions 
 Explain how these interventions 

support language and academic 
growth 

 
  
  



 MIDE measures 
 CBM 
 ACCESS tests 
 Las Links to measure Spanish and English acquisition 
 Aprenda 
 In Spanish dominant students, suggested measures for Reading 

progress monitoring are: 
 Phonological awareness tasks, word recognition, rapid letter 

naming 
 Formative assessments:  standardized curriculum tests and 

benchmarks from the Core curriculum: Villa Cuentos 
 Observations of language use and level in multiple settings 
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 3) Plan 
Development and 
Implementation 
 

 Step 1: 
  Generate a 

plausible/alterable hypothesis 
  
 Step 2: Design an intervention 

 Ensure fidelity through 
teacher accountability 

 Seamless logistics 
 Measurable goals 
 Expected growth 

calculated based on ELL 
norms when possible 

 Collaborate with parents 
and communities for 
support  

  



2012 ISBE Webinar Series 

 4) Plan Evaluation  
 Is our plan working? 
 Did the student make 

progress against ELL 
norms? 

 Is the gap closing? 
 Did we maintain integrity 

of interventions? 
 Do we have regularly 

occurring progress 
monitoring data of 
substance? 

 Next steps? 
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 Integrity of the interventions 

 Intensity level 

 Was the intervention research-based and did the research 
include diverse learners? 

 Did students receive adequate ESL support? 

 Did the educational team thoroughly document 
intervention history and progress monitoring data 

 Rule Out 

 Lack of appropriate instruction, limited English 
proficiency, cultural factors, environmental or 
economic disadvantages 
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Student: AB 
Initial Concern:  Not meeting standards on state tests when formative assessments predicted 
he would have. 
Baseline Data 
 -Difficulty focusing, often inappropriate behaviors 
 -MAP scores consistently decrease in spring term, similarly on fluency 
 -Did not meet reading ISAT last year 
 -Mom expressed that home-life is challenging currently 
 -Parents fighting and financial struggles 
Intervention Plans: 
 -Research based literacy in the classroom and intervention block as an extension of 
 the core curriculum. 
 -Access to social worker consistently 
 -High School mentor 
 -Big Brother Program 
 -Boy Scouts 
 -Free/Reduced Lunch 
 -Christmas donations delivered to the house 
 -Frequent communication with parents 
 -Reduced internet plan 

 
 

***Student has responded to interventions.  Team 
has continued communication with home. Student 
has not had any office referrals and has had 
consistent attendance in after school activities.  No 
additional services required.   
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The presenter will now respond 
to your questions. 

 
 

• Click on the hand icon to raise your hand 
• Type your question into the Question Box 
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All 2012 webinar sessions are recorded and posted to the 
Tool Box page at IllinoisParents.org   

Mrs. Sandy Anderson 

School Principal 

Sanderson@nssd112.org 

Oak Terrace School 
 

Ms. Lauren Furmanek 

Intervention Specialist/School Psychologist 

lfurmanek@nssd112.org 

Oak Terrace School 
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