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Learning begins long before a child steps foot into a 
classroom. It’s a journey that begins at birth and 
continues in the home, school, and community. Families 
play a crucial role in this journey by helping nurture a 
child’s healthy development and education. Decades of 
research show that children with involved parents have 
better school attendance; increased motivation; better 
self-esteem and social skills; lower suspension rates; 
decreased drug and alcohol use; fewer instances of 
violent behavior; and overall higher grades, test scores, 
and graduation rates. The earlier a parent becomes 
involved in their child’s education, the more powerful the 
impact. And when families, schools, and communities 
partner to promoting learning and healthy development 
for all children, schools thrive and student outcomes 
improve.  
 
The Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) believes meaningful family engagement is a 
cornerstone of effective schools. Meaningful family engagement is based on the belief that parents, 
educators, and community members all share responsibility for a child’s education and well-being. 
Families have a stake in all aspects of our education system and are key partners in every area of 
school improvement.  
 
In the response to the need for more support with family engagement, the agency has brought together 
research, best practices, and trainings to give districts, schools, and families tools to help build and 
expand school-family partnerships. At the center of ISBE’s efforts is a set of principles and strategies, 
called the ISBE Family Engagement Framework. The framework recommends the following four 
research-based principles to encourage more systemic, sustained, and integrated engagement.  The 
principles are: 

1. Develop systems that support family engagement. 
2. Build welcoming and supportive environments. 
3. Enhance communication with parents. 
4. Include parents in decision making.  

 
Family engagement trainings based on the framework are available to school and district teams at local 
Regional Offices of Education.  These trainings are designed to help improve and expand the 
development of effective partnerships.  ISBE encourages families to be actively engaged.  This 
includes sharing the framework with their schools and districts as well as accessing additional 
resources at the ISBE webpage to support learning and healthy development at home, in the school, 
and in their community.   

Below are examples of what school improvement means to families and how parents can join school 
leaders and community members to strengthen education and support systems for students:  
 

http://www.isbe.net/family-engagement/html/framework.htm
http://www.isbe.net/regionaloffices/pdf/roedirectory.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/students3.htm


 
Element for Effective 

Education 
Questions for Families  

to Consider  How Families Can Help 

Comprehensive 
Planning 

 What services are available 
for children and families? 

 How are school resources 
being allocated? 

 Actively serve on school and/or district 
school improvement teams. 

 Connect with other families and 
encourage their involvement at school, 
in the home, and in their community. 

Curriculum  What are the learning 
expectations for my child? 

 Know your school’s curriculum, 
standards, and expectations for your 
child. 

Instruction  What lessons and materials 
are going to be used? 

 Volunteer in the school and attend 
events. 

 Ask the teacher about what your child is 
learning and how you can support 
his/her growth. 

Assessment 
 What does my child know 

and how is my child doing? 
 What areas should we 

focus on for improvement? 

 Give the school feedback on 
demonstrations made outside of school 
about what children know and are able 
to do. This is sometimes sought through 
parent questionnaires. 

 Regularly request to see your child’s 
assessment data or, if available, log in 
to the school’s parent portal. 

Professional 
Development 

 How are teachers and 
leaders prepared to serve 
my child? 

 How can I support their 
professional development 
with what I know? 

 Participate in trainings and professional 
development opportunities for 
parents/parent leaders. 

Leadership 

 What leadership roles can I 
play to support education?  

 Do I know who the school 
leaders are and what 
decisions they’re making?  

 Build relationships with school 
administrators, teachers, and other 
support personnel.  

Family & Community 

 What opportunities exist for 
me to get involved in 
different ways and at 
different levels in the 
school? 

 Connect to the community by 
establishing relationships, participating 
in activities, and reaching out to others 
for support and/or giving support to 
others.  

 Reach out to services and resources in 
the community that can help you and 
other families as needed.  

Conditions for 
Learning 

 How does the school 
environment support my 
child and how can it be 
improved to support all 
aspects of my child’s 
education, including 
language and culture? 

 Share information about your family and 
child’s strengths and needs with the 
school. 

 Adapt to challenges by working 
together on problems as a family. 

 Establish and maintain clear 
expectations that are fair; define what 
your child can or cannot do; encourage 
communication about tough topics; and 
help meet the needs of the family.  

 



 

The following resources are available to help families start conversations with their child’s teachers 
and school leaders and stay up to date on current education initiatives: 
 
 
Illinois Learning Standards and 
Assessments: 

 
 
Illinois Schools: 

 Assessment page 
o Illinois Assessment Key Dates 

Calendar 
 Kindergarten Individual Development 

Survey 
 New Illinois Learning Standards – Math/ 

ELA 
 New Illinois Learning Standards – 

Science 
 PARCC Primer 

 ISBE Illinois Classroom in Action 

 Charter Schools  
 Homeschooling 
 Illinois Virtual School 
 School Choice 
 School Community Network 
 School Profiles 
 School Report Cards 
 State Report Card Data 
 Student Registration and Enrollment 

Guidance 

 
College and Career: 

 
Family Engagement: 

 College and Career Readiness 
 Colleges and Universities 
 Collegezone (Illinois Student Assistance 

Commission) 
 Financial Aid 

 ISBE Family Engagement Framework –  
 Title 1, Part A Non-Regulatory Guidance -  
 http://www.isbe.net/students3.htm 
 Illinois PTA  
 National PTA Standards for Family 

Engagement   
 U.S. Department of Education Parent 

Resources  
 
Health and Safety: 

 
Homework Help: 

 Drug Prevention Resource 
 Healthcare for All Kids 
 School Bus Safety 
 School Health page 

o Guidance: Immunization 
Requirements for 2015-16 School 
Year 

 School Safety and Emergency Response 

 ISBE Homework Help Page 
 ISBE Illinois Classroom in Action 
 Illinois Early Learning Parent Tip Sheets 
 

 
General Links: 

 

ISBE Parent Portal English Language Learning 
Special Education Early Learning 
Bullying Learning Supports 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.isbe.net/assessment/default.htm
http://teamup.com/ksb56a1790621ff630/
http://teamup.com/ksb56a1790621ff630/
http://www.isbe.net/KIDS/default.htm
http://www.isbe.net/KIDS/default.htm
http://www.isbe.net/common_core/htmls/resources.htm?col5=open%23CollapsiblePanel5
http://www.isbe.net/common_core/htmls/resources.htm?col5=open%23CollapsiblePanel5
http://www.isbe.net/nils/science/default.htm
http://www.isbe.net/nils/science/default.htm
http://www.isbe.net/assessment/htmls/parcc-primer.htm
http://www.ilclassroomsinaction.org/parents-and-families.html
https://www.incschools.org/
http://www.isbe.net/HomeSchool/default.htm
http://www.ilvirtual.org/home
http://www.isbe.net/nclb/pdfs/choice_parent_overview.pdf
http://www.schoolcommunitynetwork.org/Default.aspx
http://webprod.isbe.net/ereportcard/publicsite/getProfileSearchCriteria.aspx
http://www.illinoisreportcard.com/
http://www.isbe.net/assessment/report_card.htm
http://www.isbe.net/recognition/html/registration_enroll.htm
http://www.isbe.net/recognition/html/registration_enroll.htm
http://www.isbe.net/career/default.htm
http://www.ibhe.state.il.us/Colleges%20and%20Universities/default.htm
http://www.isac.org/
http://www.isac.org/
https://fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.isbe.net/family-engagement/default.htm
http://www.isbe.net/grants/pdf/parent_involvement_guide.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/students3.htm
http://www.illinoispta.org/index.html
http://www.pta.org/programs/content.cfm?ItemNumber=3126
http://www.pta.org/programs/content.cfm?ItemNumber=3126
http://www2.ed.gov/parents/academic/help/hyc.html
http://www2.ed.gov/parents/academic/help/hyc.html
https://www.prevention.org/
http://www.allkidscovered.com/
http://www.isbe.net/funding/html/bus_safety.htm
http://www.isbe.net/school_health.htm
http://www.isbe.net/research/pdfs/immunization-guidance.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/research/pdfs/immunization-guidance.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/research/pdfs/immunization-guidance.pdf
http://www.isbe.net/safety/default.htm
http://www.isbe.net/homework.htm
http://www.ilclassroomsinaction.org/parents-and-families.html
http://illinoisearlylearning.org/resources/families.htm
http://www.isbe.net/students3.htm
http://www.isbe.net/bilingual/htmls/ellparents.htm
http://www.isbe.net/spec-ed/html/parents.htm
http://www.isbe.net/earlychi/default.htm
http://www.isbe.net/recognition/html/bullying_resources.htm
http://www.isbe.net/learningsupports/html/partnerships.htm

