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Why are We 
Here 

Today? 
? 

? ? 

• To gain a deeper understanding of how to take a systemic 
approach to family engagement in your school or district 

 

• To learn how this work is happening in the field 

? 
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How to 
Participate 
in Today’s 
Webinar  

Questions: 
The presenter will respond to your questions during the 
presentation at identified times.   
 
Participation instructions: 
Type your question/comments into the Question Box 
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ISBE Family 
Engagement 
Framework 
Guide 
Overview 

Enhance  
Communication 

• Districts and schools partner with families  
• Families are engaged on a regular basis and are seen 

across the 8 Essential Elements  
• When critical stakeholders partner, educational systems 

are stronger and more effective 
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Evidence-
Based 

Practice:  
The Research Review 
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What Do We 
Mean by 
Systemic 

Family  
Engagement? 

Illinois State 
Board of Education 

Districts/schools develop a 
family engagement system that 
cultivates and empowers adults 

to jointly support student 
growth, address any barriers to 

learning, and ensure college and 
career readiness.  

  

Is focused on improving 
educational and healthy 
development outcomes 

 
Aligned with overall goals of 

the school and/or district 

 
Spans across various 

stakeholders and there is 
a shared responsibility 

 

Is  not  a  discreet  
“stand‐alone”  or  

“boutique”  project  
operating  in  a  few  settings 

 

Attempts  to  
change  social  structures    
and  the  culture  in  which  

these  structures  are  
embedded. 



Family 
Engagement 

Standards  
of  

Effective 
Practice 
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Taking a 
Closer 
Look  
at the 

Standard 

Principle 1:  Districts/schools develop a family engagement 
system that cultivates and empowers adults to jointly support 
student growth, address any barriers to learning, and ensure 
college and career readiness. 

Standard Descriptors 

1D.  District and school 
leadership support the 
development and 
implementation of an effective 
family engagement system 
that is mindful of diverse 
school-communities and 
responsive to student and 
family needs.  

1D.3 District and school 
leadership model positive 
interactions with parents. 
 
1D.4 District and school 
leadership allocate/reallocate 
resources for family 
engagement efforts. 
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Standard 
1A 

Keyword:  Jointly 
Strategy:  Collaboration 
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A jointly developed 
vision/mission for family  

engagement is shared 
with all stakeholders and 

drives policies and 
practices. 



Standard 
1B 

Keyword:  Embedded 
Strategy:  Documentation 
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Family engagement system, policies 
and practices are embedded into the 

district/school continuous  
improvement process. 

 
 



Group 
Share 
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How would you address 
systems and infrastructure?  
What resources would you 

need to dedicate to the 
project, including staff and 

funding?  How does the 
effort link to broader efforts? 
 



Standard 
1C 

Keyword:  Assessed 
Strategy:  Utilize data to plan 
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Families’ socio-cultural, 
linguistic, and educational  

needs are assessed, 
acknowledged and 

incorporated into the 
district/school improvement 

plan.  



Standard 
1D 

Keyword:  Leadership 
Strategy:  Understand the 

application of research 
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District and school leadership support 
the development and implementation of 
an effective family engagement system 

that is mindful of diverse school-
communities and responsive to student 

and family needs. 
 

RPS 205 Parent and Community Empowerment (PACE ) department 
team.  Left to right: Anthony Wilson, John Paul Toldo, Amy Ekstrom 



Standard 
1E 

Keyword:  Evaluated 
Strategy:  Data driven 

decisions to build capacity 
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The implementation of 
family engagement efforts 

is monitored and 
evaluated through an     

on-going data collection 
system. 

RPS 205 District Parent Advisory Council (DPAC)  



Standard 1F 
Keyword:  Capacity 

Strategy:  Professional 
development is culturally 

relevant 
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District and school personnel build 
the capacity of staff  

to effectively engage families in 
supporting student learning and 

healthy development. 
 



Group 
Share 
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What have been the most 
effective opportunities for 

building the capacity of 
staff?  Describe the planning 

process.  What happened?  
How do you know it was 

effective? 
 



Standard 
1G 

Keyword:  Meaningfully 
Strategy:  Support learning at 

home i.e. study skills 
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District and school personnel 
build the capacity of  

families to meaningfully 
engage in activities that  

support student learning and 

healthy development. 

DPAC members from different schools 
collaborating together to be more effective in 

their leadership roles. 

 



Standard 
1H 

Keyword:  Families 
Strategy:  Listen to families  
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District and school personnel partner 

with families to support student 
learning and healthy development.  

 
 
 

DPAC parents reviewing high school academies 
 



Standard 1I 
Keyword:  Families 

Strategy:  Listen to families  
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District and school 
personnel partner with 

community   
organizations to enhance 

family engagement 
efforts. 

United Way and Barnes and Noble 
Winter Book Drive for RPS205 



Questions 
and 

Answers 
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Thank you for participating! 
 

We can help you to build strong 
school communities  

within the schools you serve.   

All webinar sessions are recorded and posted 
to the Tool Box page at IllinoisParents.org. 
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