Illinois Green School Award Program Application

Sponsored by the Illinois State Board of Education

Welcome to the Illinois State Board of Education’s Illinois Green School Award Program. Each school or district participating in the program will need to collect data about your school’s facility, health, physical education, and safety policies; food services, and environmental and sustainability curriculum. 
Applications meeting the requirements will be submitted to the U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon Schools program (ED-GRS). ED-GRS recognizes schools and districts taking a comprehensive approach to greening their schools. A comprehensive approach incorporates environmental education while improving environmental and health impacts. 

The USDE selects honorees from those presented by eligible nominating authorities nationwide. Selection is based on documentation of the applicant’s high achievement in the Three Pillars of ED-GRS:
· Pillar One:  Reduce environmental impact and costs
· Pillar Two: Improve the health and wellness of students and staff.
· Pillar Three: Provide effective environmental and sustainability education, incorporating Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) civic skills, and green career pathways. 
There will be up to five State of Illinois recipients of the Illinois Green Schools Award, the fifth school must be a private school. School Districts with fewer than 200,000 students may submit one school application. School districts with more than 200,000 students may submit two schools for consideration. Additionally, a district may submit an application as a district rather than submit an individual school.
The questions in the application will help you demonstrate your high achievement in the Three Pillars. Schools demonstrating exemplary achievement in all Three Pillars will receive the highest rankings. Some of the questions may require you to reach out to a variety of school and strict personnel to gather quantifiable data. 

Many of the questions in this application require a narrative explanation limited to a certain number of words or characters. Additionally, up to ten photographs or ten minutes of video content demonstrating the Three Pillars of ED-GRS may be submitted. Photographs and video content will not be scored. 
Applications will be due back to the Illinois State Board of Education by November 19, 2014. Please address applications as follows:





Illinois Green School Award Program





Illinois State Board of Education





Public Information





100 N First Street





Springfield IL 62777-0001

If you have questions or need additional information, please contact the Public Information Division at 217/782-4648.

1. School Name and Address

2. School Principal

3. Primary Contact Name (if different)

4. Primary Contact Telephone

5. Primary Contact Email

6. School Type

7. Grade Level

8. Enrollment Information

Total School Enrollment:

School District Name:

Total District Enrollment:

9. Does your school serve 40% or more students from disadvantaged households?
What percentage of students receive Free or Reduced price Lunch (FRPL)?

What percentage of students are limited English proficient?
Cross-cutting Questions (5 points total)

Is your school participating in a local, state or national school program which asks you to benchmark progress in some fashion in any or all of the Pillars?  Yes/No


(If yes) What program(s) and level(s) were achieved? (500 hundred characters


maximum, including spaces)

Has your school, staff, or student body received any awards for facilities, health or environment? Yes/No

(If yes) List the award(s) and year(s) received: (500 characters maximum, including spaces)

Is there a forum provided where all representative stakeholders involved in the daily operation of the school (such as students, faculty, maintenance, and cafeteria staff) can 

meet to discuss, plan, and implement ongoing green efforts? Yes/No



If yes, describe: (1,000 characters maximum including spaces)

	
	

	…demonstrate reduction in energy use? If yes, please describe.


	Y / N

Time period:

	…demonstrate reduction in water use? If yes, please describe.


	Y / N

Time period:

	…demonstrate a reduction in environmental impacts from your transportation fleet? (eg., carpooling, limiting diesel exhaust exposure, safe routes to school) If yes, please describe. 


	Y / N

Time period:

	…demonstrate your drinking water is protected from potential contaminants? If yes, how?


	Y / N

	…use on-site renewable energy? 
	Y / N

If Yes, percentage of energy :

	…purchase renewable energy? 
	Y / N

If Yes, percentage of energy :

	…demonstrate your playground equipment or other structures are safe from environmental contaminants?
	Y / N

	…operate a compost program for food and landscaping waste?
	Y / N

	…recycle paper, plastic and other items?
	Y / N

	…have a process or policy to control moisture within your buildings and clean-up when necessary?
	Y / N

	…have carbon monoxide monitors/alarms?
	Y / N

	…removed sources of elemental mercury and prohibit future purchases?
	Y / N

	…have a green cleaning policy or procedures? If yes, please describe.


	Y / N

	…have a chemical management plan to minimize student exposure? If yes, please describe.
	Y / N

	…have an indoor air quality plan to support healthy indoor air? If yes, please describe. 

	Y / N

	…does your school participate in federal, state, or utility school energy programs? If yes, which program(s)?


	Y/N


Describe how any school construction or renovation projects occurring in the past ten years meet green building standards, including any certification earned. Limit 1,000 characters maximum, including spaces.

1B—Water and Grounds

What is your school’s water use per person? (gallons/occupancy/year)

Can you demonstrate a reduction in your school’s total water consumption from an initial baseline? 


If yes, how did you document this reduction (e.g. ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager, 


utility bills, school district reports)?

Is the school’s landscaping considered water-efficient and/or regionally appropriate?

Describe alternate water sources used for irrigation. (500 characters maximum, including spaces)

The school’s drinking water comes from: Municipal water source/well on school property/other? Describe how the water source is protected from potential contaminants. (500 characters maximum, including spaces)

What percentage of the school grounds are devoted to ecologically beneficial uses (such as rain gardens, wildlife or native plant habitat, outdoor classrooms)? Describe uses. (500 characters maximum, including spaces)

1C—Waste
What percentage of your school’s total office/classroom paper content is postconsumer material, fiber from forests certified as responsibly managed, and/or chlorine-free?

List the amounts of hazardous materials used at your school, including specific products and how they are measured and disposed of properly..





Flammable liquids:





Corrosive liquids:





Toxics:





Mercury:

How is waste disposal and recycling tracked? (500 characters maximum, including spaces)

Describe your school’s green custodial program, including green cleaning products, services, advanced equipment, and/or policies. (500 characters maximum, including spaces)

Describe how your school is implementing Environmentally Preferable Purchasing/Green Purchasing or products and equipment for administration, instruction, and/or maintenance. (1,000 characters maximum, including spaces)
1D—Alternative Transportation

What percentage of students take the following to get to/from school?



Walk



Bicycle/scooter/skateboard



Carpool (2+ students in the car)



School bus



Other public transportation

Describe how these percentages were collected and calculated. (500 characters maximum, 

Including spaces)
Has your school implemented any of the following? (Mark all that apply)



Designated carpool parking stalls.


A well-publicized no-idling policy that applies to all vehicles.



Vehicle loading/unloading areas are at least 25 feet from building intakes, doors



and windows.



Safe Pedestrian Routes to School or Safe Routes to School.



Secure bicycle storage (such as bicycle lockers, racks, or rooms) is provided to 



encourage bicycling to school.

Describe how your school transportation use is efficient and has reduced its environmental impact. (250 character maximum, including spaces)

Describe any other efforts toward reducing environmental impact, focusing on innovative or unique practices and partnerships. (1,000 character maximum, including spaces)
Describe any other efforts toward reducing environmental impact, focusing on innovative or unique practices and partnerships. (1,000 characters maximum, including spaces)

Note that schools selected to be submitted to the US Department of Education will be required to further provide a more detailed survey with supporting materials for the above claims.

Has/Does/Can you or your school…

	…participate in the USDA’s HealthierUS School Challenge?
	Y / N
Level certified?

	…participate in a Farm-to-School program?

	Y / N

	…have an on-site food garden?
	Y / N

	…spend at least 120 minutes per week in PE?
	Y / N

	…integrated health measures into school or student assessments?
	Y / N

	…conduct at least of 50% of PE classes outdoors?
	Y / N


Using the questions above as a reference, please provide a narrative of no more than 1000 words, that describes your school’s efforts to improve the health and wellness of students and staff through nutrition and fitness programs. Emphasize unique or innovative policies, practices and/or partnerships.
Our school has a written integrated pest management plan. Yes/No

Which of the following indoor environmental standards are employed at your school? (Mark all that apply)


The classrooms in our school have good acoustics (less than 45 dBA).



Our school has good daylighting and high-quality electrical light when needed.



The classrooms in our school have good relative humidity control (ASHRAE 30-60%).

Describe how your school controls and manages chemicals routinely used in the school to minimize student and staff exposure. (1,000 characters maximum, including spaces)

Describe the steps your school has taken to ensure that it is lead-safe (500 characters maximum, including spaces)

Describe actions your school takes to control moisture from leaks, condensation, and excess humidity and to promptly clean up mold or remove moldy materials when found. (1,000 characters maximum including spaces)

Our school has installed local exhaust systems for major airborne contaminant sources. Yes/No
Describe your school’s practices for inspecting and maintaining the building’s ventilation system and all unit ventilators to ensure they are clean and operating properly. (1,000 characters maximum including spaces)

Describe actions your school takes to ensure that all classrooms and other spaces are adequately ventilated with outside air, consistent with state or local codes, or national ventilation standards. (1,000 characters maximum, including spaces)

PILLAR III—Effective Environmental and Sustainability Education

Has/Does/Can you or your school…

	…have an environmental or sustainability literacy requirement?
	Y / N

	…have professional development and support for environmental and sustainability?
	Y / N

	…encourage environment or sustainability topics in student civic/community engagement projects?
	Y / N

	…use outdoor learning strategies to further engage in environmental education?
	Y / N

	For schools service grades 9-12, please provide:

· % of last year’s eligible graduates who completed AP Environmental Science course during their HS career

· % of students scoring a 3 or higher.
	


What practices does your school employ to help ensure effective environmental and sustainability education?



A written definition of environmental literacy.



An environmental or sustainability literacy requirement.



Integration of environmental and sustainability concepts across the curriculum in



multiple disciplines.



An environmental or sustainability elective course.



An AP Environmental Science course (high schools only).



An environmental or sustainability student club.



An assessment of environmental and sustainability learning and achievement.



Professional development in environmental and sustainability education for all teachers.

Provide specific examples of actions taken for each practice employed, highlighting innovative or unique practices and partnerships for each checked practice. (6,000 characters maximum,  including spaces, for all examples provided for practices highlighted)
IIIA—STEM Content, Knowledge and Skills

How does your school use sustainability and the environment as a context for learning science, technology, engineering, and mathematics thinking skills and content knowledge? (2,000 characters maximum, including spaces)

How does your school use sustainability and the environment as a context for learning green technologies and career pathways? (2,000 characters maximum, including spaces)

IIIB—Civic Knowledge and Skills
Describe students’civic/community engagements projects integrating environment and sustainability concepts and specify at which grade level each is implemented. (2,000 characters maximum, including spaces)
Describe students’ meaningful outdoor learning experiences at every grade level. (2,000 characters maximum, including spaces)

Describe any other ways that your school integrates core environment, sustainability, STEM, green technology and civics into curricula to provide effective environmental and sustainability education, highlighting innovative or unique practices and partnerships (200 word maximum). 

Describe any other ways that your school integrates core environment, sustainability, STEM, green technology and civics into curricula to provide effective environmental and sustainability education, highlighting innovative or unique practices and partnerships (500 character maximum, spaces included). 

Final question, please describe partnerships your school engages in to help school achieve the components in the 3 Pillars of the Green Ribbon Schools program. Include examples of the impact of these partnerships (200 word maximum).

