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FOREWORD 
 

Immunization data are collected annually from Illinois public and nonpublic schools.  This report 
is a compilation of data on the immunization status of school-age children in Illinois for school 
year 2012-2013.  The interpretations and conclusions expressed herein are based on the available 
data and do not necessarily reflect the official position or policy of the Illinois State Board of 
Education (ISBE).  Inquiries regarding this report may be directed to Dr. Marjurie Ribeiro in the 
ISBE Data Analysis and Accountability Division at 217/782-3950. 
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BACKGROUND  

 

As mandated by Section 27-8.1 of the Illinois School Code [105 ILCS 5/27-8.1], all Illinois 
children must comply with immunization and health examination requirements established by 
the Illinois Department of Public Health.  In addition, the Illinois School Code requires all public 
and nonpublic schools to submit annually to ISBE completed surveys summarizing the 
compliance status of enrolled students as of October 15, or as of an earlier date established by the 
public school district or nonpublic school.  This report summarizes the statewide immunization 
and health examination compliance data.  The data submissions used to produce this report are 
limited to those deemed sufficient by ISBE and approved at an appropriate level by the 
submitting public school district (for public schools) or nonpublic school. 
 

  



 

Immunization Status of School-Age Children  March 2013             1 
Illinois State Board of Education   

MAJOR FINDINGS 
 

The 2012-2013 immunization status of school-age children, as reported by Illinois schools, 
reveals the following facts and figures: 
 

 The compliance level of all students in all reported schools is 97.01%. 
 The compliance level of public school students in all reported schools is 96.85%. 
 The compliance level of nonpublic school students in all reported schools is 98.48%. 
 The data by specific disease category based on the percent of total reported students 

reveal that no more than 3.23% of reported Illinois students were unprotected and in 
noncompliance in any of the nine disease categories [polio, DTP/DTaP/Td, Tdap, 
measles, rubella, mumps, varicella/chickenpox, hepatitis B, and haemophilus influenzae 
type b (Hib)].  However, varicella/chickenpox, hepatitis B, and Hib percentages are 
calculated based on the number of children required to be immunized.  For 
varicella/chickenpox, 0.68% of the required prekindergarten (preK) through grade 10 
students were unprotected and in noncompliance.  For hepatitis B, 0.86% of the required 
preK and grades 5 through 12 children were unprotected and not in compliance.  For Hib, 
0.51% of the required preschool children were unprotected and not in compliance. 

 A statewide total of 68,139 reported students (2.99% of the total reported student 
enrollment of 2,279,502) were not in compliance with immunization and/or health 
examination mandates as of October 15, or as of an earlier date established by the public 
district or nonpublic school.  Of this number, 54,495 children were not in compliance 
with immunization requirements in at least one disease category, while 13,644 were not 
in compliance with the health examination requirement only. 

 Of the 4,397 public schools required to submit data, 397 (9.03%) did not submit.  
 There were 403 public schools (9.16%) that had compliance levels of less than 90%. 
 Of the 1,626 nonpublic schools required to submit data, 518 (31.86%) did not submit. 
 There were 69 nonpublic schools (4.24%) that had compliance levels of less than 90%. 
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PROCEDURE 
 

Data collection instruments and procedures used to collect immunization and health examination 
data were developed by ISBE staff in consultation with staff from the Illinois Department of 
Public Health. The 2012-2013 data collection was conducted using an online system.  
 
School administrators were required to provide information on the total number of children 
enrolled, the total number of children in compliance, and the total number of children not in 
compliance for each of the nine disease categories, by grade level.  The online immunization 
survey must be completed annually by November 15.  
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RESULTS 
 

Compliance Data 

 

Compliance and protection levels for students were calculated based on the information provided 
by Illinois school officials.  Data reported by school officials show overall compliance with the 
requirements of the student health mandates for both immunizations and health examinations.  
Students not in compliance are required to be excluded from school until their health 
examination and immunization records are in compliance with state law.  Protection levels refer 
only to immunizations and denote the reported immunity against specific communicable 
diseases. 

Students were identified as being in compliance with state law if they presented proof of 
immunizations and/or health examinations, had exemptions for religious or medical reasons on 
file with the local school authority, or were on an approved schedule for completion of 
immunizations in a series. 

Statewide Compliance 

Table 1 in the Appendix (page 6) presents the 2012-2013 compliance levels for all reported 
school-age children in Illinois.  The compliance level of 2,279,502 reported public and nonpublic 
school children in Illinois is 97.01%.  The data show 68,139 children (2.99% of the total student 
enrollment) were not in compliance with immunization and/or health examination mandates.  Of 
this number, 54,495 (2.39% of the total student enrollment) children were not in compliance with 
immunization requirements in at least one disease category, while 13,644 (0.60% of the total 
student enrollment) children were not in compliance with the health examination requirement 
only.  As of October 15, or as of an earlier date established by a public school district or 
nonpublic school, 9,542 children were excluded from Illinois schools.  The number of exclusions 
continues to be significantly lower than the actual number of children not in compliance.  Part of 
this can be attributed to transfer students without records.  Transfer students cannot be excluded 
from school, but they must be reported noncompliant, because records were not available to 
document immunization status.  

Public School Compliance 

For Illinois public schools, the compliance level for the total 2,049,010 reported children is 
96.85%.  (See Appendix, Table 1, page 6.)  Of the 64,633 public school children not in 
compliance, 51,835 children were not compliant in one or more disease categories, while 12,798 
were not in compliance with the health examination requirement only.  The number of students 
excluded from school as of October 15, or as of an earlier date established by a school district, 
was 9,161.   
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Of the 4,397 public schools required to submit data, 403 had compliance levels of less than 90%.  
There were 397 public schools that did not submit data.  Illinois law does not require compliance 
levels of 90% or greater for individual schools within public school districts.   

Nonpublic School Compliance 

For Illinois nonpublic schools, the compliance level for the total 230,492 reported children is 
98.48%.  (See Appendix, Table 2, page 6.)  Of the 3,506 nonpublic children not in compliance, 
2,660 children were not in compliance with immunization requirements in at least one disease 
category, while 846 children were not in compliance with the health examination requirement 
only.  The number of students excluded from school as of October 15, or as of an earlier date 
established by a nonpublic school, was 381.  

 Of the 1,626 nonpublic schools required to submit data, 69 had compliance levels of less than 
90%.  There were 518 nonpublic schools that did not submit data. 

Protection Levels Data 

 

In order to be counted as fully protected, a student must present proof that the immunization 
series has been completed and/or present verification of immunity.  The Illinois Department of 
Public Health has determined that a 90% protection level against each disease is recommended in 
order to prevent epidemics.  

Statewide Protection 

Table 2 in the Appendix (page 7) displays the numbers and protection level percentages of all 
reported students who are fully protected against the diseases of polio, DTP/DTaP/Td, Tdap, 
measles, rubella, mumps, varicella/chickenpox, hepatitis B, and Hib.  Varicella/chickenpox, 
Hepatitis B, and Hib protection-level percentages are determined based on the actual number of 
children required to be immunized.  Hepatitis B is required for children in preK and grades 5 
through 12.  Hib is required only for children between 15-59 months of age entering a school 
program below the kindergarten level (all preK students).  Varicella/chickenpox was required for 
all students entering preK through grade 10 for the 2012-2013 school year. 

The 2012-2013 protection level percentages of all reported students are 98.28% for polio; 
97.94% for DTB/DTaP/Td; 95.97% for Tdap; 98.24% for measles; 98.61% for rubella; and 
98.61% for mumps.  The reported levels of protection for varicella/chickenpox, hepatitis B, and 
Hib are 98.51%, 98.34%, and 99.14%, respectively, based upon the actual number of children 
required to be immunized. 

The percentage of all reported students who are unprotected and not in compliance with 
immunization requirements is 3.23% or less across all nine disease categories. The reported 
percentages of students unprotected and not in compliance are 0.68% for varicella/chickenpox, 
0.86% for hepatitis B, and 0.51% for Hib.  
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Public School Protection 

As reported in Table 3 in the Appendix (page 8), the levels of protection for public school 
students by disease category are 98.36% for polio; 97.97% for DTP/DTaP/Td; 95.98% for Tdap; 
98.32% for measles; 98.72% for rubella; and 98.72% for mumps. The reported levels of 
protection for varicella/chickenpox, hepatitis B, and Hib are 98.65%, 98.42%, and 99.33%, 
respectively, based upon the actual number of children required to be immunized.  

The percentage of all reported public school students who are unprotected and not in compliance 
with immunization requirements is 3.31% or less across all nine disease categories.  The reported 
percentages of students unprotected and not in compliance are 0.67% for varicella/chickenpox, 
0.88% for hepatitis B, and 0.47% for Hib. 

Nonpublic School Protection 

As reported in Table 4 in the Appendix (page 9), the levels of protection for nonpublic school 
students by disease category are 97.60% for polio; 97.64% for DTP/DTaP/Td; 96.92% for Tdap; 
97.49% for measles; 97.57% for rubella; and 97.56% for mumps. The reported levels of 
protection for varicella/chickenpox, hepatitis B, and Hib are 97.28%, 97.63%, and 96.70% 
respectively, based upon the actual number of children required to be immunized.  

The percentage of all reported nonpublic school students who are unprotected and not in 
compliance with immunization requirements is 1.40% or less across all nine disease categories.  
The reported percentages of students unprotected and not in compliance are 0.72% for 
varicella/chickenpox, 0.68% for hepatitis B, and 0.96% for Hib. 
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APPENDIX   
 

 

Table 1.    2012-2013 Student Enrollment and Compliance Summary of Reported Educational Facilities 

1One public school and one nonpublic school were omitted from this analysis due to incomplete reporting for required immunizations 

at a grade.   

Compliance Status Public Schools1 Nonpublic Schools1 All Schools 

Number of Students Percent Number of Students Percent Number of Students Percent 
Students in Compliance as of 
October 15, 2012 1,984,377 96.85 226,986 98.48 2,211,363 97.01 

Students not in compliance 64,633 3.15 3,506 1.52 68,139 2.99 
 Immunization requirements 51,835 2.53 2,660 1.15 54,495 2.39 
 Health examination only 12,798 0.62 846 0.37 13,644 0.60 
Students excluded from school as 
of October 15, or as of an earlier 
data established by the district or 
nonpublic school.  9,161 0.45 381 0.16 9,542 0.42 

All Students 2,049,010 100.00 230,492 100.00 2,279,502 100.00 
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Table 2.   2012-2013 Immunization Status for all Reported Illinois Public1 and Nonpublic1 School Statistics, by Disease Category 
 

Immunization 
Status 

Polio DTP/DTaP/Td Tdap Measles Rubella Mumps 

Varicella/Chickenpox Hepatitis B Hib 
PreK-Grade 10 PreK & PreK 

 
Grades 5-12 

 Number 
of 

Students 
% of 

Total2 

Number 
of 

Students 
% of 

Total2 

Number 
of 

Students 
% of 

Total2 

Number  
of 

Students 
% of 

Total2 

Number 
of 

Students 
% of 

Total2 

Number 
of 

Students 
% of 

Total2 

Number 
of 

Students 
% of 

Total2 

Number 
of 

Students 
% of 

Total2 

Number 
of 

Students 
% of 

Total2 
Protected and 
in compliance 2,240,312 98.28 2,232,584 97.94 658,426 95.97 2,239,318 98.24 2,247,754 98.61 2,247,763 98.61 1,982,721 98.51 1,571,882 98.34 487,824 99.14 

Religious 
objection 11,573 0.51 11,947 0.52 1,936 0.28 12,005 0.53 11,276 0.49 11,260 0.49 10,005 0.50 6,315 0.39 735 0.15 

Medical 
reasons  2,304 0.10 2,759 0.12 809 0.12 3,882 0.17 2,398 0.10 2,378 0.10  2,675 0.13 2,742 0.17 141 0.03 

Approved 
schedule 5,387 0.24 6,187 0.27 2,704 0.39 5,023 0.22 4,059 0.18 4,064 0.18  3,653 0.18 3,568 0.22 834 0.17 

Unprotected 
and in 
noncompliance 

19,926 0.87 26,025 1..14 22,170 3.23 19,274 0.85 14,015 0.61 14,037 0.61  13,614 0.68 13,814 0.86 2,501 0.51 

Total 2,279,502 100.00 2,279,502 100.00 686,045 100.00 2,279,502 100.00 2,279,502 100.00 2,279,502 100.00 2,012,668 100.00 1,598,321 100.00 492,035 100.00 

 

  1One public school and one nonpublic school were omitted from this analysis due to incomplete reporting for required immunizations at a grade. 
2Percentages may not equal 100 due to rounding. 
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Table 3.    2012-2013 Immunization Status for all Reported Illinois Public1 School Statistics, by Disease Category   
 

Immunization 
Status 

Polio DTP/DTaP/Td Tdap Measles Rubella Mumps 

Varicella/Chickenpox Hepatitis B Hib 
PreK-Grade 10 PreK & PreK 

 
Grades 5-12 

 Number 
of 

Students 
% of 

Total2 

Number 
of 

Students 
% of 

Total2 

Number 
of 

Students 
% of 

Total2 

Number 
of 

Students 
% of 

Total2 

Number 
of 

Students 
% of 

Total2 

Number 
of 

Students 
% of 

Total2 

Number 
of 

Students 
% of 

Total2 

Number 
of 

Students 
% of 

Total2 

Number 
of 

Students 
% of 

Total2 
Protected and 
in compliance 2,015,352 98.36 2,007,527 97.97 630,753 95.98 2,014,605 98.32 2,022,851 98.72 2,022,895 98.72 1,783,808 98.65 1,427,570 98.42 454,839 99.33 

Religious 
objection 9,377 0.46 9,755 0.48 1,636 0.25 9,716 0.47 9,030 0.44 9,017 0.44 7,837 0.43 5,031 0.35 392 0.08 

Medical 
reasons  1,970 0.10 2,442 0.12 742 0.11 3,438 0.17 1,971 0.10 1,950 0.10   2,096 0.11 2,474 0.17 64 0.01 

Approved 
schedule 3,919 0.19 4,754 0.23 2,298 0.35 3,509 0.17 2,605 0.13 2,599 0.13  2,309 0.13 2,624 0.18 457 0.10 

Unprotected 
and in 
noncompliance 

18,392 0.90 24,532 1.20 21,765 3.31 17,742 0.86 12,553 0.61 12,549 0.61  12,135 0.67 12,806 0.88 2,172 0.47 

Total 2,049,010 100.00 2,049,010 100.00 657,194 1100.00 2,049,010 100.00 2,049,010 100.00 2,049,010 100.00 1,808,185 100.00 1,450,505 100.00 457,924 100.00 
 

 

 
 
  

1One public school was omitted from this analysis due to incomplete reporting for required immunizations at a grade. 
2Percentages may not equal 100 due to rounding. 
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Table 4.    2012-2013 Immunization Status for all Reported Illinois Nonpublic1 School Statistics, by Disease Category 
 

Immunization 
Status 

Polio DTP/DTaP/Td Tdap Measles Rubella Mumps 

Varicella/Chickenpox Hepatitis B Hib 
PreK-Grade 10 PreK & PreK 

 
Grades 5-12 

 Number 
of 

Students 
% of 

Total2 

Number 
of 

Students 
% of 

Total2 

Number 
of 

Students 
% of 

Total2 

Number 
of 

Students 
% of 

Total2 

Number 
of 

Students 
% of 

Total2 

Number 
of 

Students 
% of 

Total2 

Number 
of 

Students 
% of 

Total2 

Number 
of 

Students 
% of 

Total2 

Number 
of 

Students 
% of 

Total2 
Protected and 
in compliance 224,960 97.60 225,057 97.64 27,673 95.92 224,713 97.49 224,903 97.57 224,868 97.56 198,913 97.28 144,312 97.63 32,985 96.70 

Religious 
objection 2,196 0.95 2,192 0.95 300 1.04 2,289 0.99 2,246 0.97 2,243 0.97 2,168 1.06 1,284 0.87 343 1.00 

Medical 
reasons  334 0.14 317 0.14 67 0.23 444 0.19 427 0.18 428 0.18 579 0.28 268 0.18 77 0.22 

Approved 
schedule 1,468 0.64 1,433 0.62 406 1.41 1,514 0.66 1,454 0.63 1,465 0.63 1,344 0.66 944 0.64 377 1.12 

Unprotected 
and in 
noncompliance 

1,534 0.66 1,493 0.65 405 1.40 1,532 0.66 1,462 0.63 1,488 0.64 1,479 0.72 1,008 0.68 329 0.96 

Total 230,492 100.00 230,492 100.00 28,851 100.00 230.,492 100.00 230,492 100.00 230,492 100.00 204,483 100.00 147,816 100.00 34,111 100.00 

 

 

 

 
 

1One nonpublic school was omitted from this analysis due to incomplete reporting for required immunizations at a grade. 
2Percentages may not equal 100 due to rounding. 

 


