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In February 1999, students in grades 3, 5, 8, and
10 took Illinois Standards Achievement Tests
(ISAT) in reading, mathematics, and writing. Stu-
dents in grades 4, 7, and 11 took Illinois Goal As-
sessment Program (IGAP) tests in science and
social sciences and statewide studies in fine arts
and physical development and health.

ISAT measures the extent to which students
are meeting the Illinois Learning Standards
(1997), and IGAP measures the extent to which
students are meeting the Illinois Learning Goals
(1985). Illinois teachers and curriculum experts
developed the ISAT and IGAP tests in cooperation
with the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE).
1998-99 was the last school year for IGAP testing.
In the 1999-2000 school year, science, social sci-
ence, fine arts, and physical development and
health will be tested as ISAT areas.

For the 1999 ISAT and IGAP tests, schools
and districts receive a summary report and stu-
dent roster for each grade, Individual Student Re-
ports for each student, and a data disk for each
school or district. No individual student results
are reported for fine arts or physical development
and health.

This guide is divided into separate sections for
ISAT and IGAP. The primary focus of the report is
the statewide results of the 1999 ISAT and IGAP
tests.

SECTION 1: ISAT

ISAT Scales

The ISAT scales for reading and mathematics
range from 120 to 200. The ISAT scales for writing
range from 6-32.

School/District Reports

A school or district receives one four-page ISAT
report for each grade tested. The reports were de-
signed so that a single format can encompass
ISAT science and social sciences results when
these tests are introduced in 2000.

Page 1 of the ISAT school/district report (“Per-
formance Profile”) presents the percent of stu-
dents in each of four performance levels relative to
the Illinois Learning Standards. Separate per-
cents are shown for all students, for students with
IEPs, and for students without IEPs. The four per-
formance levels are defined in Table 1. The nu-
meric cutoff scores are presented in a separate
table at the end of this section.

Page 2 (“Standards Analysis”) shows the per-
cent of test items answered correctly for sets of
standards within each learning area. These stan-
dard sets are defined in Table 2. The data re-
ported on this page are for all students only.

Page 3 (“National Quarter Comparisons”)
shows how students scored relative to national
norms.1 National norms do not exist for writing.
Again, the data reported on this page are for all
students.

The last page of the report (“Participation
Summary”) provides a statistical summary of stu-
dent participation in the test program. Table 3
defines terms used in the Participation Summary
table. Most of the numbers in the table are taken
directly from information school personnel code on
the School/Test ID sheets that accompany each set
of answer documents. Coding errors on that form
may lead to significant distortion of the informa-
tion reported in the Participation Summary table.

Finally, superintendents will receive a “Dis-
trict Summary,” which is a roster by grade of the
results of all schools in the district.
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1 In order to provide national comparison data, samples
of Illinois students took the ISAT tests and the
Stanford Achievement Test, 9th Edition, a nationally
normed test. Equating studies between scores on the
two tests provided a basis for identifying points on the
ISAT scales that split a national sample of students
into equal quarters.
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Individual Student Reports

Individual Student Reports help teachers and
parent/guardians understand students’ strengths
and weaknesses in the areas tested. The reports
also compare each student’s achievement to other
students in the school, district, and state. The

Parent/Guardian Guide (“Understanding Your
Child’s ISAT Scores”) that accompanies the Indi-
vidual Student Reports describes all elements of
the reports.

Some blanks may appear in individual student
reports. If any section of the report contains an
“NA,” it means that these ISAT scores are not
available. This could occur, for example, because
of student absences during testing.

1999 Statewide Results (All Students)

School/District Reports present statewide results
for comparative purposes. This section provides
statewide results that may be useful in interpret-
ing the reports. It also provides a table of score
ranges that are used to define the student per-
formance levels.

The first series of ISAT charts shows student
performance statewide relative to the learning
standards. The School/District Reports present
this information separately by grade. These charts
simultaneously show all grades assessed within a
learning area for comparative purposes.

The second series of ISAT charts for reading
and mathematics shows the breakdown by na-
tional quarters. In 1999 a representative group of
students at grade 3, 5, 8, and 10 took both ISAT
and a standardized achievement test that was na-
tionally normed in 1995. Statistical links between
these two sets of scores allow national quarters
data to be estimated for all tested students at each
grade. National quarters data are not available for
writing.

Table 4 shows the scale scores used to define
each of the ISAT student performance levels.
These cutoff scores do not change annually. The
percent of students who fall at each level may, of
course, shift from year to year.

Table 4 shows ranges for each learning area
on its respective scale. In reading, for example, a
grade 3 student must obtain a scale score of 156 or
higher to meet standards and a scale score of 174
or higher to exceed standards. Table 5 shows the
percent of students at each of these performance
levels for 1999.
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ISAT: Percent of Students in Each Performance Level (All Students)
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ISAT: Percent of Students in Each National Quarter (All Students)
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SECTION 2: IGAP

IGAP Scale

The IGAP scale for science, social sciences, fine
arts, and physical development and health ranges
from 0-500. Next year, science, social science, fine
arts, and physical development and health will be
placed on the same 120-200 scale used for ISAT.

IGAP Reports

IGAP results for science, social sciences, fine arts,
and physical development and health are reported
in the same format as last year.

1999 Statewide Results (All Students)

School/District Reports present statewide results
for comparative purposes. This section provides
additional statewide results in science and social
sciences that may be useful in interpreting the
reports. It also provides a table of scores that are
used to define the student performance levels.

The first series of IGAP charts shows student
performance statewide relative to the 1985
learning goals. The school and district reports
present this information separately by grade.
These charts simultaneously show all grades as-
sessed within a learning area for comparative
purposes. No performance standards have been
set for fine arts or physical development and
health.

The second series of charts for science and so-
cial sciences shows the breakdown by national
quarters. National quarters are not available for
fine arts or physical development and health.

Table 6 shows the scale score ranges used to
define each of the IGAP student performance lev-
els. The cutoffs have not changed since they were
originally established between 1991 and 1993.
However, the percent of students who fall at each
level may shift annually.

Table 7 shows the percent of students at each
of these performance levels for 1999 for science
and social sciences.
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IGAP: Percent of Students in Each Performance Level (All Students)

12

56

32

19

49

32

22

56

22

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

4 7 11

Grade

Science

Exceeds

Meets

Does Not Meet

22

49

29

19

49

32

13

66

21

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

4 7 11

Grade

Social Sciences

Exceeds

Meets

Does Not Meet



10

IGAP: Percent of Students in Each National Quarter (All Students)
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