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In April 2001, students in grades 3, 5, and 8 took
Illinois Standards Achievement Tests (ISAT) in
reading, mathematics, and writing. Students in
grades 4 and 7 took ISAT tests in science and so-
cial science. Grade 4 and 7 students also partici-
pated in statewide studies in fine arts and
physical development and health.

ISAT measures the extent to which students
are meeting the Illinois Learning Standards
(1997). Illinois teachers and curriculum experts
developed the ISAT tests in cooperation with the
Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE).

Schools and districts receive a summary re-
port and student roster for each grade tested, In-
dividual Student Reports for each student, and a
student data disk for each school or district. Dis-
tricts receive a District Roster comprising a roster
of schools in the district. No individual student
results are reported for fine arts or physical devel-
opment and health. Superintendents also receive
a “District Summary,” which is a roster by grade
of the results of all schools in the district.

School/District Reports

The ISAT scales for reading, mathematics, sci-
ence, and social science range from 120 to 200.
The ISAT scales for writing range from 6-32.

A school or district receives one four-page
ISAT Performance Profile for each grade tested.
The Profile is a summary of a school or district’s
performance on ISAT. These reports were de-
signed so that the same general format encom-
passes all ISAT areas tested. Differences between
the reading/mathematics/writing reports and the
science/social science reports are noted below.

Page 1 of the ISAT school/district Profile pres-
ents the percent of students in each of four per-
formance levels relative to the Illinois Learning
Standards. The four performance levels are de-
fined in the report and in Table 1. The numeric
cutoff scores are presented in a separate table at
the end of this section.

The “Standards Analysis” section that follows
shows the percent of multiple-choice test items
answered correctly for sets of standards within
each learning area. These standard sets are de-
fined in Table 2. The data reported in this section
are for all students. To determine your school’s
strengths and weaknesses, comparisons should
only be made between the school results in a par-
ticular standard set and corresponding district or
state results. Because of potential differences in
difficulty of items from one standard set to an-
other, avoid direct comparisons among different

standard sets. Only comparisons involving the
same standard set are meaningful.

The Standards Analysis section also includes
the average writing score for each of the three
prompt types and the percent of students at each
feature score point.

For reading and mathematics tables show how
well students performed on the two extended-
response items. The mathematics questions are
scored on three dimensions: mathematics knowl-
edge, strategic knowledge, and explanation. The
reading questions are scored on one dimension.
Each of the dimensions are scored on a scale of 0-
4, with 4 representing the highest level of skill.
The tables show the percent of scores at each score
level.

The National Quarter Comparisons chart
shows how students scored relative to national
norms.1 National norms are not reported for
writing. The data reported in this section are for
all students.

The final table presents the percent of student
scores in each of the four performance levels for
subgroups designated by gender, race/ethnicity,
income, English proficiency, disability, and mi-
grant status.
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ECWUG QH OCLQT ICRU KP NGCTPKPI� UVWFGPVU CRRN[

MPQYNGFIG CPF UMKNNU KPGHHGEVKXGN[�

                                               
1 In order to provide national comparison data, samples
of Illinois students took the ISAT tests and the
Stanford Achievement Test, 9th Edition, a nationally
normed test.
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Individual Student Reports

Individual Student Reports help teachers and
parent/guardians understand students’ strengths
and weaknesses in the areas tested. The reports
also compare each student’s achievement to other
students in the school, district, and state. The
Parent/Guardian Guide (“Understanding Your
Child’s ISAT Scores”) that accompanies the Indi-
vidual Student Reports describes all elements of
the reports.

To determine student strengths and weak-
nesses in reading, mathematics, science, and so-
cial science, comparisons in Chart C should be
made from the student results in a particular
standard set to corresponding school, district, or
state results.  Because of potential differences in
difficulty of items from one standard set to an-
other, avoid direct comparisons among different
standard sets for a given student.

Some blanks may appear in individual student
reports. If any section of the report contains an
“NA,” it means that these ISAT scores are not
available. This could occur, for example, because
of student absences during testing.

2001 Statewide Results (All Students)

School/District Performance Profiles present
statewide results for comparative purposes. The
next section of this Guide provides statewide re-
sults that may be useful in interpreting the re-
ports. It also provides a table of score ranges that
are used to define the student performance levels.

The first series of ISAT charts shows student
performance statewide relative to the four per-
formance levels. The School/District Profiles pres-
ent this information separately by grade. These
charts simultaneously show all grades assessed
within a learning area for comparative purposes.

The second series of ISAT charts shows the
breakdown by national quarters. In 1999 for
reading and mathematics and 2000 for science
and social science a representative group of stu-
dents at each grade took both ISAT and the Stan-
ford Achievement Test, 9th edition, which was
nationally normed in 1995. Statistical links be-
tween these two sets of scores allow national
quarters data to be estimated for all tested stu-
dents at each grade. National quarters data are
not available for writing.

Table 4 shows the scale scores used to define
each of the ISAT student performance levels.
These cutoff scores do not change annually al-
though the percent of students who fall at each
level may shift from year to year.

Table 4 shows ranges for each learning area
on its respective scale. In reading, for example, a
grade 3 student must obtain a scale score of 156 or
higher to meet standards and a scale score of 174
or higher to exceed standards.

Table 5 shows the percent of students at each
of these performance levels for 2001 as well as for
1999 and 2000.

Note: For the 2000 ISAT the cut score range for
Academic Warning for grade 4 science was
changed from 120–129 to 120–138. The new cut
score range is listed in Table 4 and the percents in
performance levels in Table 5 reflect the change.
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ISAT: Percent of Students in Each Performance Level (All Students)
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ISAT: Percent of Students in Each National Quarter (All Students)
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EQPVKPWGF�

/#6*'/#6+%5

)TCFG � #ECFGOKE 9CTPKPI $GNQY 5VCPFCTFU /GGVU 5VCPFCTFU 'ZEGGFU 5VCPFCTFU

���� �� �� �� ��

���� �� �� �� ��

���� � �� �� ��

)TCFG �

���� � �� �� �

���� � �� �� �

���� � �� �� �

)TCFG �

���� � �� �� �

���� � �� �� ��

���� � �� �� ��

94+6+0)

)TCFG � #ECFGOKE 9CTPKPI $GNQY 5VCPFCTFU /GGVU 5VCPFCTFU 'ZEGGFU 5VCPFCTFU

���� � �� �� �

���� � �� �� �

���� � �� �� �

)TCFG �

���� � �� �� ��

���� � �� �� ��

���� � �� �� ��

)TCFG �

���� � �� �� �

���� � �� �� ��

���� � �� �� �

5%+'0%'�

)TCFG � #ECFGOKE 9CTPKPI $GNQY 5VCPFCTFU /GGVU 5VCPFCTFU 'ZEGGFU 5VCPFCTFU

���� � �� �� ��

���� � �� �� ��

)TCFG �

���� �� �� �� ��

���� �� �� �� ��

51%+#. 5%+'0%'

)TCFG � #ECFGOKE 9CTPKPI $GNQY 5VCPFCTFU /GGVU 5VCPFCTFU 'ZEGGFU 5VCPFCTFU

���� �� �� �� �

���� �� �� �� �

)TCFG �

���� � �� �� ��

���� � �� �� ��

� 6JG UEQTG TCPIG VJCV FGHKPGU VJG #ECFGOKE 9CTPKPI RGTHQTOCPEG NGXGN YCU EJCPIGF HQT VJG ���� ITCFG � UEKGPEG

VGUV� 0Q EQORCTKUQPU UJQWNF DG OCFG HTQO ���� VQ ���� TGUWNVU HQT VJG #ECFGOKE 9CTPKPI CPF $GNQY 5VCPFCTFU ECVG�

IQTKGU�


