
Illinois State Board of Education 

Accessibility Features and 
Accommodations Manual,  

Third Edition 
 

http://parcconline.org/parcc-accessibility-features-and-accommodations-manual 
  

Presented by: 
ISBE Division of Assessment 

http://parcconline.org/parcc-accessibility-features-and-accommodations-manual
http://parcconline.org/parcc-accessibility-features-and-accommodations-manual
http://parcconline.org/parcc-accessibility-features-and-accommodations-manual
http://parcconline.org/parcc-accessibility-features-and-accommodations-manual
http://parcconline.org/parcc-accessibility-features-and-accommodations-manual
http://parcconline.org/parcc-accessibility-features-and-accommodations-manual
http://parcconline.org/parcc-accessibility-features-and-accommodations-manual
http://parcconline.org/parcc-accessibility-features-and-accommodations-manual
http://parcconline.org/parcc-accessibility-features-and-accommodations-manual
http://parcconline.org/parcc-accessibility-features-and-accommodations-manual
http://parcconline.org/parcc-accessibility-features-and-accommodations-manual
http://parcconline.org/parcc-accessibility-features-and-accommodations-manual
http://parcconline.org/parcc-accessibility-features-and-accommodations-manual
http://parcconline.org/parcc-accessibility-features-and-accommodations-manual


It’s not about the test… 

It’s about what is right for ALL students to be 
college and career ready in a global society 

PARCC is being written to measure student mastery 
towards what we value about the Common Core 
State Standards and teaching and learning. 

College and Career 
Ready 



Assessment Overview 
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(EOY) 
(PBA) 



Claims for ELA/Literacy 

ELA/Literacy for Grades 3–11  

Master Claim: Students are on-track or ready for college and careers  

Major Claim: Reading Complex Text  

SC: Vocabulary  
Interpretation 

and Use 

SC: Reading  

Informational 
Text 

SC: Reading 
Literature 

Major Claim:  Writing 

SC: Written 
Expression 

SC:  Conventions and 
Knowledge of Language 

SC:  Research 
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Sub-claim A:  Students solve 
problems involving the major 
content for their grade level 

with connections to practices  

Sub-Claim B:  Students solve 
problems involving the 

additional and supporting 
content for their grade level 

with connections to practices 

Sub-claim C:  Students 
express mathematical 

reasoning by constructing 
mathematical arguments and 

critiques 

Sub-Claim D:  Students solve 
real world problems engaging 
particularly in the modeling 

practice  

Claims for Mathematics 
Master Claim: Students are on-track or ready 

for college and careers  
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PARCC Accessibility System 

AF&A Manual 
pages 17-48 



Accessibility Features 

Division of Student Assessment 



PARCC Accessibility System 

Accessibility Features 

for All Students 
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• Tool, support, scaffold, or preference 
accessible by any student 

• Universal Design features  
• Onscreen – toolbar or menu  

Accessibility Features 
for ALL Students 
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Accessibility Feature for All Students –  
Eliminate Answer Choices (1e) 



Accessibility Feature for All Students –  
Line Reader Tool (1k) 



Accessibility Feature for All Students –  
Line Reader Tool (1k) 



PARCC Accessibility System 

Accessibility Features 

for All Students, 

Identified in Advance 

through a PNP 
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Accessibility Features for All Students – 
Identified in Advance 

• Students requiring 
additional accessibility 

• Identified in Advance in the 
PNP Online Layout (During 
Test Registration Process) 

• Indicated by the word 
“Yes” in the third column 
of Table 1 in the Manual 
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Accessibility Features Identified in Advance through a PNP 
– Answer Masking (1a) 



Accessibility Features Identified in Advance through a PNP 
– Answer Masking (1a) 



Accessibility Features Identified in Advance through a PNP 
– Answer Masking (1a) 



Accessibility Features Identified in Advance through a PNP 
– Color Contrast (Background/Font Color) (1c) 



Accessibility Features Identified in Advance through a PNP 
– Color Contrast (Background/Font Color) (1c) 



Accessibility Features Identified in Advance through a PNP 
– Color Contrast (Background/Font Color) (1c) 





Accessibility Features Identified in Advance through a PNP 
– Text-to-Speech for the Mathematics Assessments (1q) 



Administrative Considerations for All 
Students 

• Small groups 

• Frequent breaks 

• Time of day 

• Separate or alternate location 

• Specified area or seating 

• Adaptive and specialized  

equipment or furniture 
AF&A Manual 
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PARCC Accessibility System 

Accommodations for 

Students with an 

IEP/Section 504 Plan 
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Accommodations 



Presentation Accommodations 

Alter the method or 
format used to 
administer the PARCC 
assessment 
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Accommodations for Students with an IEP/Section 504 Plan 
– Text-to-Speech for ELA/Literacy Assessments (2i) 



Accommodations for Students with an IEP/Section 504 Plan 
– Text-to-Speech for ELA/Literacy Assessments (2i) 



Response Accommodations 

Allow use of alternative methods to provide 
answers to test items 
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Accommodations for  
English Learners 
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Timing and Scheduling Accommodations 

• Extended time 
• Changes in test administration schedule 

AF&A Manual 
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Extended Time Accommodation  
& 2014-2015 PARCC Unit Times 

The Extended Time Accommodation is intended for students with disabilities or EL students 
who are expected to work beyond the UNIT TESTING TIME. 
 

http://www.isbe.net/assessment/pdfs/2015/parcc/parcc-unit-times14-15.pdf  
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Extended Time Accommodation  
& 2014-2015 PARCC Unit Times 



Extended Time Accommodation  
& 2014-2015 PARCC Unit Times 



Unique/Emergency Accommodations 

• Unique situations 
(Appendix F – submit to ISBE at 
least 6 weeks in advance of 
testing) 

• Emergency 
situations (Appendix G – 
keep on file locally; do not 
submit to ISBE) 

• Small number of 
students 

AF&A Manual 
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Decision-making Process 
• Five-step process to determine accessibility features 

and accommodations 
• Step 1: Expect all students to achieve  
• Step 2: Learn about accessibility features and 

accommodations 
• Step 3: Select accessibility features and 

accommodations 
• Step 4: Administer accessibility features and 

accommodations 
• Step 5: Evaluate and improve accessibility features 

and accommodations use 
 

AF&A Manual 
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Step 3: Select Accessibility Features and 
Accommodations for Individual Students 

• Discuss which features might assist students 
during instruction 

• Determine which to “try out” 
• Document and evaluate effectiveness 
• Adjust 
• Determine which features should be used on 

PARCC 
AF&A Manual 
pages 52-64 



 Accessibility and Accommodations 

• Accessibility features and accommodations should be 
available for all devices.  

 
• http://parcconline.org/parcc-accessibility-features-

and-accommodations-manual  
 
• http://www.isbe.net/assessment/parcc.htm 

 
• To join the Assessment Listserv, send a BLANK email 

to assessment@isbe.net with the word SUBSCRIBE in 
the subject line. 
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Contact 
• Division of Assessment 
 www.isbe.net/assessment  
 assessment@isbe.net 
 1.866.317.6034 
 

• Principal Consultants: 
 Rachel Jachino – rjachino@isbe.net 
 Jessica Dare – jdare@isbe.net 
 

• Special Education/IEP questions 
 Laura Quimby – lquimby@isbe.net 
 www.isbe.net/spec-ed  
 1.217.782.5589  
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