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Which Students are Required to
Test?

Grades 3-8 students take English
language arts (ELA) and Math

High school students take end of course
tests based on enrolilment NOT grade

— (I.e., Algebra | & English I)
 Integrated Mathematics option is available
— Budget dependent
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PARCC Format

e Spring administration in a single 30-day
window

— Each content area is divided into “units”

— Unit times can be found here:

http://www.isbe.state.il.us/assessment/pdfs/parcc/2016/2016-
spring-PARCC-unit-times.pdf

o Optional fall block high school test
administration exists If needed

— Fall block still follows last year’s format of 2
testing windows (PBA and EQY)



http://www.isbe.state.il.us/assessment/pdfs/parcc/2016/2016-spring-PARCC-unit-times.pdf
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/assessment/pdfs/parcc/2016/2016-spring-PARCC-unit-times.pdf
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Spring PARCC Dates

o Schools/districts will set their own 30 day
window

— 30 consecutive school days
« Holidays, breaks, non-instructional days do not count

— Test designed to administer between 75% & 90%
of instruction

o Earliest date to start testing is March 7.

o April 29 (paper) and May 13 (online) are cutoff
dates to get into the early results window.
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Important Terms to Know

Paper-Based Test (PBT)
Computer-Based Test (CBT)
PearsonAccess Next (PAN)
TestNav (TN8)

Unit

Session

English Language Arts (ELA)
Math
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ONLINE VS. PAPER — MODE
OF TEST DELIVERY
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Testing Mode Decisions

Decision Is based on technology capacity of schools
All students in a grade level take the same mode

Schools should continue progress toward testing all
grades online

Spring of 2015, 75% of students took the test online
Decisions will be reported using IWAS



PEARSONACCESS NEXT
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PearsonAccess Next (PAN)

o Administrative hub for all testing (online
and paper)
— Mission Control for the PARCC assessments
e ALL students must be loaded into PAN

 PAN has two parallel instances

— Training Site
» Used for training, student practice, system testing and
Infrastructure trials

— Live Site
* Only used for actual administration of the test

10



‘ Ilhinois State Board of Education

Training Site

Live Site
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PearsonAccess Next User

Accounts

* |ISBE has granted access to district
leaders. They are responsible for adding
other users within the district.

 All District/LEA-level users from last year
should still have an active account.

e 2014-15 school-level user accounts are no
longer active. District/LEA-level users can
reactivate them.
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Student Information System (SIS)

« All student data will be loaded to PAN by the SIS
team

— Student Demographic Data
— Personal Needs Profile

 Regqular intervals based on PARCC deadlines
* |Increase in frequency as the test approaches

 Keep SIS data up to date and they will sync it
with Pearson
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PARCC TECHNOLOGY
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TestNav8 (TN8)

e Secure software that students use to take
the assessments

— Browser based on desktops and laptops
— Apps for Android, Chromebooks and iPads

e TestNav locks down the student device to
ensure valid assessment
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Online Testing 101

Students are placed into “Sessions”

A session is like a classroom (a group of
students who will test E/LA or Math together)
— Test administrators control the sessions

— Sessions are “Started” when testing begins and
“Stopped” when all units in a session are complete

— Students need “Test Tickets” to log into a session

All student responses are backed up on their
device as they test

Responses are sent in batches/periodically to
the lllinois PARCC servers
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Proctor Caching

Technology that greatly reduces the
bandwidth needed for the test

Usually set up by Technology Coordinator

Installed on a non-student computer
“Inside” of the network

Prior to the test encrypted test content Is
downloaded to the “cache”
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Infrastructure Trial

e Using the PAN Training Site to set up and
administer practice tests to check that all
parts of the system are ready
— Dress rehersal just for technology

— Dress rehersal for training (highly
recommended)

— Can be used for student practice
— Avalilable NOW!
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Required Materials

« All online ELA tests require headphones.

e Calculator policy (built in to online tests):
http://www.isbe.state.ll.us/assessment/pdfs/parc
c/parcc-calc-policyl1014.pdf

e Math tools policy (built in to online tests)
http://parcconline.org/files/119/Mathematics%20
Guidance%20Policies/247/PARCC%20Math%20
T00Is%20Policy%2011-7-14-3 0.pdf
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http://www.isbe.state.il.us/assessment/pdfs/parcc/parcc-calc-policy1014.pdf
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/assessment/pdfs/parcc/parcc-calc-policy1014.pdf
http://parcconline.org/files/119/Mathematics%20Guidance%20Policies/247/PARCC%20Math%20Tools%20Policy%2011-7-14-3_0.pdf
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http://parcconline.org/files/119/Mathematics%20Guidance%20Policies/247/PARCC%20Math%20Tools%20Policy%2011-7-14-3_0.pdf

TEST ADMINISTRATION
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Manuals

« Test Coordinator Manuals (TCM) and Test
Administrator Manuals (TAM) will be posted on
Pearson’s Avocet site once they are released:
http://avocet.pearson.com/PARCC/Home

 Districts will also receive 1 TCM paper copy per

school and 1 TAM paper copy per every 25
students.

o Accessibility Features and Accommodations
Manual is already posted.

22
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Establishing a Testing Schedule

e Unit times can be found here:
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/assessment/pdf
s/parcc/2016/2016-spring-PARCC-unit-

times.pdf

e |t Is recommended that students do not
take more than 2 units in 1 day.

* Plan for make-up test sessions for absent
students.

 Manual will go into much more detalil.
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http://www.isbe.state.il.us/assessment/pdfs/parcc/2016/2016-spring-PARCC-unit-times.pdf
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/assessment/pdfs/parcc/2016/2016-spring-PARCC-unit-times.pdf
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Testing Security

Paper test booklet and answer documents,
online tests, student test tickets, and used
scratch paper are all considered secure.

Districts must develop a security plan to
safely handle all materials.

A security breach could result in score
suppressions or other consequences.
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Recelving Materials &
Additional Orders

Materials sh
testing.

ould arrive 2 weeks prior to

After materials have arrived, there will be an
additional orders window where districts will

be able to p
Users with t

ace more orders through PAN.
ne appropriate role will be able to

place an orc
approval.

er that will then go to ISBE for
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Returning Materials

 If there are materials to return (paper-
based tests), the manual will outline
Instructions on packing materials and
contacting UPS for pickup.

e Manuals are non-secure and do not have
to be returned.

e Scratch paper and student test tickets are
secure, but should be shredded.
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SUPPORTS
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Important Links

ISBE PARCC Page:
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/assessment/parcc.htm

Avocet: http://avocet.pearson.com/PARCC/Home

PearsonAccess Next:
http://pearsonaccessnext.com/

PARCConline.org: http://parcconline.org/

PARCC.Pearson.com: http://parcc.pearson.com/
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Contact
* Assessment Office « PARCC Support Center
. 866-317-6034 . 888-493-9888

. assessment@isbe.net ° Parcc@support.pearson.com

« SIS Help Desk
e 217-558-3600 (Option 2)
e Join our listservs!

e Assessment Listserv

» Send a blank email with “SUBSCRIBE” in the subject line to
assessment@ishe.net

 Technology Point-of-Contact Listserv

 Send a blank email with “SUBSCRIBE” in the subject line to
|baiter@isbe.net
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Learning Technology Centers
(LTC)

e [Located across the state to
support technology within
schools

e http://www.isbe.state.il.us/ed-
technology/html/ltc listing.htm
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Webinars

* lllinois Assessment Updates
— Currently every other Friday at 10am

— Will increase In frequency during testing
window

o Special Topic webinars
— Test Administrator Training
— Infrastructure Trial
— Etc.
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