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Today’s Outcomes 

• Identify how Evidence-Centered Design informs 
the PARCC Summative Assessment 

• Define Performance Level Descriptors (PLD’s) 
    and understand the Structure of the PLD’s  
• Locate resources to assist educators with 

Common Core implementation 
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Evidence-Centered Design for the 
PARCC Assessments 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Evidence-centered design is a deliberate and systematic approach to 
assessment development that will help to establish the validity of the 
assessments, increase the comparability of year-to year results, and increase 
efficiencies and reduce costs. 
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Claims 

Design begins with 
the inferences 
(claims) we want to 
make about 
students. 

Evidence 

In order to support 
claims, we must 
gather evidence. 

Tasks 

Tasks are designed 
to elicit specific 
evidence from 
students in support 
of claims. 



PARCC Student Claims 
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Major Claim 
 

Major Claim 

Subclaim Subclaim Subclaim Subclaim Subclaim 

Subclaim 



• The tables contain the Reading, Writing and Vocabulary major claims 
and the evidences to be measured on the PARCC Summative 
Assessment. 

 
• Evidences are attached to the Reading, Writing and Vocabulary claims 

presented by PARCC.  
 

• Evidences describe what students might say or do to demonstrate 
mastery of the standards.  

 
• An item on the PARCC assessment may measure multiple standards 

and multiple evidences. 

What are ELA Evidence tables? 
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Reading an Evidence Table 

Grade 
Claim 

Standards: 
RL –Reading 
Literary 
RI – Reading 
Information 
 

Evidences 
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Reading an  Evidence Table for  
Grades 6 -11 

Standards:  
In Grades 6 – 11 
Literacy Standards  
for Reading 
History/Social 
Studies and for 
Reading 
Science/Technical 
are added 
 
RH – Reading 
History/Social 
Studies 
RST – Reading 
Science/Technical 
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3rd Grade Sample Informational Text: Main Idea Question 
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RI 2 • Provides a statement of the main idea of a text. (1)  
• Provides a recounting of key details in a text. (2)  
• Provides an explanation of how key details in a text support the main idea. (3)  



SO. . . 
Two standards are always in play—whether items are 
focused on reading or writing. These standards are: 

–  Reading Standard One (Use of Evidence)  
–  Reading Standard Ten (Complex Texts) 

Students’ Command of Evidence with 
Complex Texts is at the Core of Every Part 
of the Assessment! 
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Standard 1 Always at Play 

Standard 1 

Focused on a student’s ability to find text-based 
evidence for generalizations, conclusions, or 

inferences drawn 
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Evidence Point of 
View Summary Multi-

media 
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Standard 10 

Standard 10 Always at Play 

Focused on comprehension of informational and literary texts 
independently and proficiently.  

Focused on writing routinely for a range of tasks, purposes, and 
audiences.  

Reading 

Writing 

Literary 
Elements 

Comparison 

Information 
/Literary 

Structure 



 
Sample Summative Assessment Items 
       www.parcconline.org 
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http://www.parcconline.org/


Sample Task from 6th Grade 
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Grade 6, Item #4—Part A 
(Prototype) 

Based on the passage from Julie of the Wolves, how does Miyax 
feel about her father? 
 
a) She is angry that he left her alone. 
b) She blames him for her difficult childhood. 
c) She appreciates his thorough knowledge of nature. 
d) She is grateful that he planned out her future. 

 



Grade 6, Item #4—Part B 
(Prototype) 

Which sentence from the passage best shows Miyax’s feelings 
for her father?” 
 
a) “She had been lost without food for many sleeps on the 

North Slope of Alaska.” 
b)  “This could be done she knew, for her father, an Eskimo 

hunter, had done so.” 
c) “Unfortunately, Miyax’s father never explained to her how 

he had told the wolf of his needs.” 
d) “And not long afterward he paddled his kayak into the Bering 

Sea to hunt for seal, and he never returned.” 
 



Claim, Standards and Evidence 
Statements Assessed 
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PARCC Claim: Students read and demonstrate comprehension of 
grade-level complex literary text. 
  
Standard RL. 6.1: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
Evidence Statement for RL.6.1:  The student’s response provides cited 
textual evidence to support analysis of inferences drawn from the text. 
 
Standard RL. 6.3: Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot 
unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters 
respond or change as the plot moves toward resolution. 
Evidence Statement for RL.6.5:  The student’s response provides a 
description of how the characters respond or change as the plot moves towards a 
resolution. 



  
What classroom 
practices should 
be taking place? 

The Classroom 
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What are Performance Level 
Descriptors? 

Performance Level 
Descriptors or PLDs 
describe what students at 
each performance level 
know and can do relative 
to grade-level or course 
content standards 
assessed. 
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PARCC’s Process in Developing 
Performance Level Descriptors 

Final 
PLDs 
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Building on Work to Date 

In October 2012 PARCC established 5 performance levels 
• Level 5: Students performing at this level demonstrate a distinguished 

command of the knowledge, skills, and practices embodied by the 
Common Core State Standards assessed at their grade level. 

• Level 4: Students performing at this level demonstrate a strong 
command… 

• Level 3: Students performing at this level demonstrate a moderate 
command… 

• Level 2: Students performing at this level demonstrate a partial 
command… 

• Level 1: Students performing at this level demonstrate a minimal 
command… 
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Performance Level Descriptors 



Looking at the PLDs: Reading 

This row provides information about the 
patterns displayed by students in reading at 
this level 

This row provides the 
level being described 

This row provides the 
sub-claim being 
viewed 
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Looking at the PLDs: Written Expression 

This row provides information about the 
patterns displayed by students in writing at 
this level 

This row provides the 
level being described 

This row provides the 
sub-claim being 
viewed 
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Looking at the PLDs: Knowledge of 
Language and Conventions 

This row provides information about the 
patterns displayed by students in writing at 
this level 

This row provides the 
level being described 

This row provides the 
sub-claim being 
viewed 
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Staying True to the CCSS 

PLD writers were 
committed to staying 
true to the language 

and spirit of the CCSS. 
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Resources 

   It All Comes Down To Implementation! 
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For more information on PLDs: 

 

www.PARCConline.org 
         

http://parcc.nms.org 
Registration required. 
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Resources from ISBE 
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www.ilstu.edu  
o Shift Kits online 
o Listserv 

 
http://www.isbe.net/common_core/pls/default.htm 

o Implementation Support  
o Webinars   

http://www.ilstu.edu/
http://www.isbe.net/common_core/pls/default.htm


Contact Information 

Thank You 
 

ELA Content Specialists 
Jill Brown:  jbrown@illinoiscsi.org 

Kathi Rhodus:  krhodus@illinoiscsi.org 
Erik Iwersen:  eiwersen@illinoiscsi.org 
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