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State standardized tests in Illinois will soon change to give families, educators 
and policymakers better data on how well students are learning as Illinois 
aims to prepare every student for college and career.  

Changes to Date 

About 20 percent of the questions on last year’s Illinois Standards 
Achievement Tests (ISATs), given to students in grades 3-8, were written to 
meet the more rigorous benchmarks of the Illinois State Learning Standards, 
incorporating the Common Core, in math and English language arts. In the 
2013-14 school year, students in grades 3-8 will take ISATs that are 100 
percent written to these new benchmarks.  

The next step will be the debut of new online assessments in 2014-15. 
Currently, Illinois belongs to a group of 19 states, plus Washington, D.C., and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands, working together as the Partnership for Assessment of 
Readiness for College and Careers, or PARCC (www.PARCConline.org), to 
develop a common set of K-12 assessments in English language arts/literacy 
and mathematics that are linked to the Common Core. Illinois serves as one of 
18 governing states, taking a lead role in this consortium.  

PARCC aims to: 

• Create high-quality 21st century, technology-based assessments. They 
will go beyond the traditional paper-pencil, fill-in-the-bubble tests, using 
new innovative technology-enhanced items and more extensive 
constructed response items. The tasks on the assessments will better 
resemble the classroom work they do during the school year. 

• Build a pathway to college and career readiness for all students. 
Implementation of the new assessment system will increase the number 
of graduating students ready to succeed in college and the work force. 

• Support educators in the classroom by providing data during the 
academic year to inform instruction, interventions and professional 
development. 

• Advance accountability at all levels. Students will know if they are on 
track to graduate ready for college and careers, and parents and 
guardians will be provided with clear and timely information about the 
progress of their children.   

http://www.parcconline.org/


 

 

Field Testing 
 
Illinois is among 14 states and the District of Columbia that will participate in 
limited field testing of the PARCC assessments in the 2013-14 school year to 
ensure a high-quality assessment system. About 10 percent of students in 
tested grades and subjects will participate across PARCC states; most of those 
students will only take a portion of the tests. The PARCC field tests will not 
generate student scores. The PARCC field tests will be in administered in 
March-May 2014. 

Technology requirements 

The Illinois State Board of Education is working with Education Super Highway – 
a non-profit organization with the mission of ensuring that every K-12 school in 
America has reliable, high capacity internet access – to collect data in support of 
planning for instruction and the PARCC online assessments in 2014. The 
information gained by this voluntary testing, called the School Speed Test, is 



being used by ISBE in its planning to improve statewide technology 
infrastructure and will also help district planning. The School Speed Test has 
been endorsed by the State Educational Technology Directors Association, the 
U.S. Department of Education and the Council of Chief State School Officers as 
an effective way to accurately determine the network infrastructure needs of 
districts and schools. Additionally, PARCC has materials to help districts 
determine their level of technology readiness. 

 
Resources 
 

• The New Illinois Learning Standards Incorporating the Common 
Core, http://www.isbe.net/common_core/default.htm  
 

• Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and 
Careers, http://www.PARCConline.org 
  

• PARCC Tech Readiness,  
http://www.isbe.net/assessment/pdfs/2013/parcc/parcc-tech-
readiness.pdf 
 

• Timeline for PARCC Assessment Guidance,  
http://www.isbe.net/assessment/pdfs/2013/parcc/timeline-future-
guidance.pdf 
 

• PARCC FAQs, 
http://www.isbe.net/assessment/pdfs/2013/parcc/PARCC-FAQ-
Spring13.pdf  

 
Along with adopting more rigorous learning standards and improved student 
assessments, ISBE is undertaking several initiatives to better inform families 
and educators about each school’s performance and unique qualities. The 
state’s new simplified and more consumer-friendly report card will debut this 
fall and help paint a more robust picture of each school with details on school 
extracurricular activities, awards and recognitions, advanced courses and 
community partnerships. Included in the report card will be summary 
information from the 5Essentials, the first statewide educator and student 
survey about each school’s learning conditions and climate.  
 
Additional fact sheets provided by the ISBE Division of Public Information will 
be released throughout 2013. 
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