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School Speed Test 

http://www.schoolspeedtest.org/


Guiding Documents & Tools 

1. Technology Guidelines 

2. Assessment Administration Guidance 

3. Assessment Capacity Planning Tool & 

Users’ Guide 
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http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/PARCCTechnologyGuidelines2dot1_Feb2013Update.pdf
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http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/PARCC Assessment Administration Guidance_FINAL_0.pdf
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http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/PARCCCapacityPlanningTool_3-5-13FINAL4-12-13.xlsx
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http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/UserGuideforAssessmentAdministrationCapacity PlanningTool_FINAL.pdf


Overview of Assessment Design 

• Performance-based assessment (PBA) 

– ELA/Literacy Tasks (3 sessions) 

– Math Tasks (2 sessions) 

• End of year assessment (EOY) 

– ELA/Literacy (2 sessions) 

– Math (2 sessions) 

• 9 TOTAL SESSIONS per student tested 

 
Content contained is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License 



Workshop Topics 

Content contained is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License 

A. Minimum & recommended tech specs 

B. Number & length of testing sessions 

C. Number of testing days (test window) 

D. Guidance on number of devices 

E. Bandwidth guidance 

F. Capacity planning tool 
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G. Wrap up 
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Minimum Specifications 
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Oldest operating systems, lowest hardware capacity 

 



Recommended Specifications 
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More likely to meet growing demands 
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http://www.setda.org/c/document_library/get_file?folderId=353&name=DLFE-1515.pdf
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Testing Sessions 

9 total testing sessions 

a. PBA – 5 sessions (3 ELA/Literacy, 2 Math) 

b. EOY – 4 sessions (2 ELA/Literacy, 2 Math) 

c. “Estimated time on task” (appendix A) 

a. Amount of time the typical student will need to 

complete each session 

b. May be refined based on research and pilot 

testing 

 

Content contained is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License 



Testing Sessions 
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1. Most students will complete the test sessions 

within the estimated times 

2. All students will have a set amount of additional 

time for each session to demonstrate 

knowledge 

3. More guidance will be issued later this year 



PBA Testing Sessions 
estimated time on task 
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GRADE 
Literary 

Analysis 
Research Narrative 

Math 

Task #1 

Math 

Task #2 
TOTAL 

3rd 50 60 40 50 50 250 

4-5th 80 80 50 50 50 310 

6-8th 80 85 50 50 50 315 

9-10th 80 85 50 50 50 315 

11th 80 85 50 65 65 345 



EOY Testing Sessions 
estimated time on task & summative total 
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GRADE 
ELA/Literacy 

1 

ELA/Literacy 

2 

Math  

1 

Math 

2 
TOTAL 

SUMMATIVE 

TOTAL 

3rd 60 60 55 55 230 8 hrs 

4-5th 70 70 55 55 250 9 hrs 20m 

6-8th 70 70 55 55 250 9 hrs 25m 

9-10th 70 70 65 65 270 9 hrs 45m 

11th 70 70 55 55 250 9 hrs 55m 



Testing Sessions 
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1. Most students will complete the test sessions 

within the estimated times 

2. All students will have a set amount of additional 

time for each session to demonstrate 

knowledge 

3. More guidance will be issued later this year 
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Testing Window 

Vision for computer-based assessments 

a. Flexible scheduling 

b. Integrated into instruction 
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Testing Window 

Number of test administration days 

1. PBA – maximum of 20 days 

2. EOY – maximum of 20 days 

3. If more students can test simultaneously it 

will take fewer days to complete. 

4. Olivia (student) – 5 to 9 days total to 

complete 

5. Specific testing window options TBD 
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Number of Devices 

Needs are largely dependent on… 

1. number of students enrolled at each tested 

grade level; 

2. number of students that can be tested 

simultaneously given the way they are 

deployed (e.g., in labs, in classroom, on 

carts, ect.); and 

3. available bandwidth capacity. 
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Number of Devices 

“Rule of Thumb” guidance table 
1. Minimum – needed to administer within 20 days 

2. Recommended – needed to administer in fewer than 

20 days 
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Bandwidth Guidance 

• External connection & subscription 

• Internal network capacity 

• Minimum specs TBA in October 2013 

• Recommended specs released within 

Technology Guidelines v2.1 (Feb 2013) 
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Technology Guidelines v2.1 



“Recommended” Bandwidth 

• 500 students enrolled  

– 50meg external 

– 500meg internal 

• 1000 students enrolled 

– 100meg external 

– 1gig internal 
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http://www.setda.org/c/document_library/get_file?folderId=353&name=DLFE-1515.pdf
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http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/PARCCCapacityPlanningTool_3-5-13FINAL4-12-13.xlsx


Capacity Planning Tool 

Assist local educators… 

a. Roughly, how many days will be needed to 

administer the assessments currently? 

b. How can the number of days be reduced? 

c. Voluntary tool 

d. Provides estimates only 

e. Should not be used as a single source of 

readiness information 
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http://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/UserGuideforAssessmentAdministrationCapacity PlanningTool_FINAL.pdf


School-Level Data Input 

1. Number of students in each tested grade 

2. Number of devices available for testing, meets 

PARCC minimum specifications 

3. Bandwidth availability 

4. Estimates for non-testing bandwidth use during 

testing 

5. Number of targeted administration days 
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Device Capacity Model 

• Shows the number of administration days 

the school will need to administer the 

assessments. 

• Based on student to device ratio 

• Assumes schools can administer at least 

two testing sessions per day (conservative 

assumption) 

 
Content contained is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License 



Device Capacity Model 

• Also shows number of days of administration 

required if the school could build capacity to 

meet the following student to device ratios: 

– two students per device at the largest grade level; 

– one student per device at the largest grade level; and 

– one device for each student tested in the school. 
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Assessment Administration Model 

• Shows the number of devices and 

bandwidth a school would need to 

administer the assessments in 5, 10, 15 or 

20 administration days. 

• Assumes schools can administer at least 

two testing sessions per day (conservative 

assumption) 
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Capacity Planning Tool 
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• Allows schools to conduct “what if” 

modeling 

– For example, impact on administration days if 

more devices are added 

• Tool will be updated later this year as more 

precise information becomes available 

 



Additional ISBE Assistance 

• Computerized Test Administration – Tips from 

the Field 

• Tech Readiness in 21st Century Schools 

• ISBE Student Assessment/PARCC page 
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http://issuu.com/timfarquer/docs/computerized__test_administration_tips
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http://isbe.net/assessment/parcc.htm
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School Speed Test 

http://www.schoolspeedtest.org/


Thank you for your time. 
 

 

 

 

 

Sue Mainville 

 

For more information contact one of the 

ISBE/SSoS Data and Assessment Content 

Specialists. 
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www.parcconline.org 

Agurann H. Bates 

ISBE - Chicago, IL 

abates@isbe.net 

 

 

Dan Long 

IL PARCC Coordinator 

ilparcc@gmail.com 

 

 

ISBE Division of Student 

Assessment 

Contact Page 

 

 

 

Dr. Brenda M. Arrington 

Professional Development Alliance - Joliet 

drbmdixon@gmail.com 

 

 

Tim Farquer 

Two Rivers - Peoria 

timfarquer@gmail.com 

 

 

Sue Mainville 

K.I.D.S. - Loves Park 

smainvil@kidsroe.org 
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