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U.S. Department of Education
Gujcdance

I Octeber 2007, the U.S. Department of Education
ISsuied final guidance onl maintaining, collecting,, and
fepertng race and ethnicity, data.

fhe guidance modified the standards; for race amnd
ethnicity data Used by the Depaitment. (ihe standarads
adaress hew the data are to) be collected anal reported.)

The final implementation’ date fier reporting data Under
the guidance was extended to the 2010-11 schoollyear.



Why the Standards \Were Changed

fhe new standards implement changes
stittted 1 1997 by the Ofifice off Vianagement
and Budget (OMB) fierhew: fiederal agencies
shiould cellect race and: ethnicity: data.

OMB developeadl thernew: federal race anad
ethnIcIty categories fiel the: pulipPoese: of Being
aple teehtaln; a mere acclrate picture: of the

Rationrs diversity.



Implications for States

States are required torimplement hy fall201.0
Rew. fiederal standards for —

s ldentifying the race and ethiicity, of
Incividuals:

» Reporting aggregate data to the ULS.
Department of Education.

[SBLE Wil Tmplement the stanaaras: starting Witl
aata (o, pe: repoyieaq for the 2010-11 school year.
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The New Federal Race and
Ethnicity Categories

Ethnieity/— thene Is one (1) categony:
s Hispanic or [atine

race— there are five (5) categories:

s American lndian; or Alaska Native

= Asian

s Black or African American

a Native Hawalian: ey Other Paciiic Islander
= White



A Comparison of the Existing and
New: Eederall Categeries

Existing Categories ™ New Categories

— American Indian or Alaskan Native — American Indian or Alaska Native (same)
— Black — Black o1 Afirican American (same)
— Hispanic — Hispanic or [Latine (same)
—\White — White (same)
— Asjan or Pacific Islander SpIit Inte two categeries:
— Asian

— Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

> L also has a “Multiracial/Ethnic”
Category.



NogrwNn e

TThe New Federal Reporting
Categories

States will'be required to Use: seven (7) muttially
ExclusIve categeries to report aggregate data e
therfiederall gevermment:

. IHispanic/Latine of any: race; and, for individuals Wie are non-
IHispanic/LLatine,

American Indian or Alaska Native,

Asian,

Black or African American,

Native Hawarnan or Other Pacific Islander,
White, and

WO or more Fraces.



Re-ldentification

Scheoll districts Will need 1o re-identiiy. race and ethnicity,
for allfstudents and stafi:

|ldentification for students sheuld be dene by thelr
parents/guandians.

Obsenver Identificationi by school/district staff Is required
lifa student's parents/guardians decline te Indicate’ race

and/oer etinicity.

Schoel districts decide when' to re-identify’ (during spring
2010 or at the start of the 2010-11 schoeol year).
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Data Cellection and Reporting

Collection — by School diStricts of race/ethniciby
data fiiomr individuals, Using a reguired two=pat
guestion

Reporting — by school districts of inadividual-
level and agaregate data ter ISBE;, Using| the
seven (7)) mutually exclusive fiederal reporting
categenes

Note: The process|for repoerting collected data Is different thani the process
for the collection off data from| individuals. The new: reporting system precludes
any double reporting| ofi Individuals.
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Data Collection from Individuals

e use of tils tWo-part guestion—witi tiie
etrnicity; part askead [rst—Is reguirea.

. Hispanic/Latinoe (Cheese only ene.):
= N0, not Hispanic/Latine
e Yes, Hispanic/Latine

. Race (Choose one or more, regardless of ethnicity status selected
albove.):

o American Indian or Alaska Native

e Asian

e Black or African American

o Native Hawaliian or Other Pacific Islander
o \White
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ldentification for Elementary and
Secondary Students

Students? parents/guardians; respond to the twe-pait
guestion provided by the school/dIstrct.

SchoeIs/dIstricts must accept answers previded: By
parents/guardians.

I parents/guaradians decling terindicate race: and/or
ethnicity, elserver identification’ by schoeol/district staff IS
reguired (to provide the missing Infermation)).
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Data Reporting to I1SBE

Starting 1 2010-11, lllineis school districts will use the seven (7)
mutually’exclusive fiederal reperting categories: to report Individual-
level and aggregate: data te) ISBE:

IHispanic/Latine: efi any: race

American Indian or Alaska Native

Asian

Black or' African American

Native Hawaiian; or Other Pacific; Islander
White

Two or more races (includes'all Whoichose more than one race
and are not Hispanic/Latino)

For SIS reporting, each categery Will e assigned a two-aigi
code. (Codes assigned to existing SIS race/ethnicity repoerting
categories will net lbe re-used.)
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SIS Codes and Descriptions

Tihe fiellowingl cedes and descriptions willfapply: starting with) data te; be reported for
the 2010-11 schoeol year:

= 11— Hispanic or Latine (A persen; of Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican, South or
Central American,, or other Spanish culture or erigin, regardless of race.)

a 12— Amercan Indian or Alaska Native (A persen having erigins iniany: ofi the
erginal peeples ofi Northr and Southr America, Including) Central America, andiwho
maintains trikal affiliation; or community, attachment.)

m 13— Asian (A person having orgins in any of the original pecples of the Far East,
Southeast Asia, o) the Indian subcontinent cluding, fer example;, Camlodia,
China, India, Japan, Kerea, Malaysia, Pakistan, the RPhilippine: Islands;, Thailand;
and Vietnam.)

s 14 — Black or African American: (A perseni having erigins; in any: ofi the: black racial
groups of Africa.)

a 15— Natve Hawalian or Other Pacific Islander (A persen having ergins in any. of
the onginall peeples ofi Hawail, Guam,, Samoa, or other Pacific Islands.)

= 16— White (A persen having erigins in any: ofi the original peeples of Eurepe, the
Middle East, or Nerth Africas.)

m 17— Two or More Races (A person having erigins in moere than one race.)
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Data Sterage

Sterage by schoel districts of the original
[ESPORSES fifom Individuals

= Records; Incltding the eriginal individual responses; to
the twoe-part guestion, must be: kept for three years.

x Hewever, When' there Is litigatien, a claim, an audit o
anothner action| INvolving| records, the: records must be
retained until the: completion of: the action.

AS necessary, ISBE may reguest the response
details fremi schools/dIStricts.
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Freqguently Asked Questions:
Re-ldentification and Observation

Do we /iave to re-1dentify everyone? Since: the: U.S. Department off Education only:
reguires seven (7) categories, could we: just ask students or staffi Who are: currently
“Asian/Native Hawaiian er Other Pacific Islander” torre-identifiy themselves?

Answer:  ISBE has determined that scheoel distrcts willfneed te) re-identify race and
ethnicity for allfstudents and staff

What shouldiwe do it an individual refuses o re-identify Using the new: race and
ethnicity, categories?

Answer: As a next-to-last resort, anj olserver may: Iook for information; in existing
employment or student records. If these sources are not available, the observer must
rely: oni visuall elasenvation| te select ethnicity, status and ene 6r more race categoeries.

What shoeuld we do it ani individual whe re-identifies; as Hispanic/Latine dees not
answer the guestion about race?

Answer: An Impertant part of the precess Isreducating) data providers;and collectors
about the federal reguirement toe separate ethnicity and race. Correspondence and
forms need tor explain that these are two parts of ene question. Eollew-upr may: be
needed. As a last resort, an ebserver must provide the missing information.
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Frequently Asked Questions:
Re-ldentification and Observation

(continued)

What should we: dosifwe: believe that a student or a staff- member IS a different race
or ethnicity than he/she claims?

Answer: Tihe scheol or district must accept an individual’s identification of his/her
race and ethnicity. Self-identification is a basic principle underlying the federal
chianges. The Anral Guigance speciiies that the identification off race and ethnicity, for
elementary and secondarny StUdents; Isi to be made primarly by parents er guandians:
ISBE has determined: that elsenver identfication by school/district staffis reguired If
a student’s parents/guandians; decline e indicate race and/or ethnicity:

\We routinely collect more: categories than the five (5) required race categories.
Sheuld we change what we are doing?

Answer: Not i the’ additional categeries yourare collecting are sulbcategones ofi the

five, such as Japanese, Kerean, Chinese, Asian Indian;, or Vietnamese under “Asian.”
These sulbcategories can always be collapsed into the five categories.
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ISBE Policy Decisions

Re-ldentification Is Reguired

Ratienale: Requiring the re-identification; of all' students; and stafi: will'enhance the
dccuracy: ofi data to be repoerted to the federal government.

Student ldenitification Should Be Denge by Parents/Guardians

Ratienale: Parents/guardians are: more likely tor perfomm rrace and etinicity
identification; with: greater accuracy: and reliability: than students:

Obsenver ldentification by Schoeol/District Staff IsiRequired

Rationale: Schoel/district stafif must Use: ehserver identification te) provide missing
infermation i parents/guardians decline to indicate race and/or ethnicity. This
sheuld assist in discouraging parent refusals, and “Unknoewn; * IS not an option
WHER reperting race/ethnicity, for elementary. and secondany, students.

AlIFISBE Divisions Must Adept the SIS Categoery Names and
Coding System

Rationale: This will enhance consistency: in all data collection/reperting efferts and
facilitate the merger ofi files across all programs and agencies.
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REeseUrces (posted on the ISBE Web site)

An Intreduction: to: Upceming Changes

Datal Coellection, Sterage, and Reperting: District Responsibilities
Sample' Letter 1o Parents) Regarding Re-ldentification

Sample Data Collection' Eerm
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http://www.ed.gov/legislation/FedRegister/other/2007-4/101907c.pdf
http://www.ed.gov/legislation/FedRegister/other/2007-4/101907c.pdf
http://www.ed.gov/legislation/FedRegister/other/2007-4/101907c.pdf
http://www.nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2008802
http://www.isbe.net/research/default.htm

Where to Direct Questions

race/Etnicity Reporting OUestions

x Data Analysisiand Progress Repoerting Divisien
247/782-3950

SIS Poliey; ana. Techipical Questions
s |SBE SIS Help Desk
217/558-3600

21


mailto:help@isbe.net

	New U.S. Department of Education Race and Ethnicity Data Standards
	Agenda 
	ISBE Presenters
	�U.S. Department of Education Guidance�
	Why the Standards Were Changed
	Implications for States
	The New Federal Race and Ethnicity Categories
	A Comparison of the Existing and New Federal Categories
	The New Federal Reporting Categories
	 Re-Identification 
	Data Collection and Reporting
	Data Collection from Individuals
	 Identification for Elementary and Secondary Students
	Data Reporting to ISBE
	SIS Codes and Descriptions
	Data Storage
	Frequently Asked Questions:�Re-Identification and Observation
	Frequently Asked Questions:�Re-Identification and Observation (continued)
	ISBE Policy Decisions
	References and Resources
	Where to Direct Questions

