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AGENDA

• Charter Schools Program (CSP) Grant
• Timeline
• Navigating the IWAS System
• Creating the CSP Online RFP
• MTSS System
• Additional Resources



Charter Schools Program (CSP) Grant
$21 Million Federal Grant

– Administered by ISBE
– Expand the number of high quality charter schools in Illinois by 

27 new schools over term of the grant
– Evaluate the effects of charter schools, including their effects on 

student academic achievement
– ISBE running multiple competitive RFPs with multiple release 

days throughout the year
– Eligible to apply upon submission of proposal to Authorizer



ELIGIBILITY

Program Design & Initial Implementation
• Parties become eligible upon submission of a charter application to an 

authorizer
• School currently not open
• Up to a maximum of 36 months
• Funds Available:

– Up to $150,000 for Program Design (18 months maximum)
– Up to $400,000 per year for Initial Implementation (24 months maximum)

• Eligible Expenses can include:
– Refinement of educational results and methods for measuring progress
– Development and refinement of curriculum
– Professional Development for school staff



CSP Grant Timeline 

RFP Timelines Proposed Date (dates are subject to change)
Intent to Apply Due Approximately 1-2 months prior to RFP release

Release  Program Design and Implementation RFP Multiple releases throughout the fiscal year

Charter School Program – RFP Applicants 
Conference Call

Approximately 3-4 weeks after RFP release

Program Design and Implementation RFP responses
Due

Completed RFP due 45 days after the release date

RFP Review Approximately 4-6 weeks after due date

Notice of Awards Within 4 weeks of review completion



CSP RFP Online Application
• This entire RFP will be an online process
• Must have access to IWAS system
• Must have RCDT code 

– generated by ISBE 
– emailed to applicants that submitted Letter of 

Intent to Apply



Navigating the IWAS System



IWAS Link on ISBE Home Page

Click the IWAS
Link on the ISBE

Main Page



Log in or Sign up

Click Sign Up Now



Log in or Sign up

v

v

v

vThere are 3 
items 
provided in 
the ISBE 
email 



Log in or Sign up



Log in or Sign up

Charter Schools Program – QSO – Request for Proposals



Log in or Sign up

These items 
provided in the 
ISBE email-
must match 



Log in or Sign up

Charter Schools program – QSO-
Request for Proposals

Charter Schools program – QSO-
Request for Proposals



Log in or Sign up

Charter Schools program – QSO- Request for Proposals



Log in or Sign up



Check the System Listing

1. Click System Listing. 
2. Find and click Charter Schools 

Program – QSO – Request for 
Proposals under Active Grants 
list.

Charter Schools Program – QSO- Request 
for Proposals



Open a New Project
Check the 

Yes Checkbox
to create a new

project.



Create a New Project
1. The Year, Project 

Code, and 
Project Title 
should be auto-
populated.

2. Click Create 
New Project.

Dave’s Charter School



Overview Tab
Watch the Session Timeout counter



Overview Tab



Applicant Information Tab

1. Click Applicant Information 
tab.

2. Fill out the fields.



Applicant Information Tab



Applicant Information Tab

Click Save Page.

Select Regular Project Year.

Provide description of how 
you will overcome barriers.



Save Page Error Messages



FFATA Tab1. Click FFATA.
2. Fill in the Project Description. 
3. Fill in your Agency DUNS number.
4. Select the appropriate Agency’s 

Annual Gross Revenues radio 
button.

5. Click Save Page. 



Amendments Tab

1. Select Original 
Application

2. Save Page



General Information:  Background Tab
Click General 
Information Tab



General Information:  Background Tab



General Information:  Eligibility



General Information:  Program Components



General Information:  Program Components



What does it mean to implement MTSS 
with fidelity in Illinois?

A Multi-Tiered System of Supports is a 
framework for continuous improvement
that is systemic, prevention-focused, 
and data-informed, providing a coherent 
and responsive continuum of supports to 
meet the needs of all learners



MTSS with Fidelity



SCHOOL LEVEL MODEL OF IMPLEMENTATION 
Leadership

Data Informed Decisions

Teaming

Tiered System of Curriculum, Instruction, 
Assessment and Learning Supports

Professional Learning

Partnering and Communication

Evaluation



General Information:  Fiscal Information



General Information:  Fiscal Information
Supervisor David Turovetz                

dturovet@isbe.net

mailto:dturovet@isbe.net


General Information:  Review Criteria



General Information:  Review Criteria



General Information:  Reporting Requirements



Program Specific:  Charter Proposal Status

Do not exceed 36 months 
combined for Design and 
Implementation

Enter the start and end 
dates of the Design Phase 
and the total amount 
requested ($150,000 max)

Enter the start and end 
dates of the Year 1 of 
Implementation and Year 2 
of Implementation and the 
amount requested ($400,000 
max per year)

New from previous years.  



Upload documents to 
reflect approval or 
submittal of proposal to 
authorizer and proof of 
not-for-profit designation 
here

Program Specific:  Charter Proposal Status



Program Specific:  Abstract



Program Specific:  Narrative



Program Specific:  Narrative 2



Program Specific:  Narrative 3



Program Specific:  Goals



Program Specific:  Goals



Budget Pages:  Program Design Budget

Stipends for teachers attending Curriculum training on the New Illinois Learning Standards prior to the opening of 
the school.

5000



Description of Function Codes and Object  Codes



Budget Pages:  Year 1Implementation Budget



Budget Pages:  Year 2 Implementation Budget



Budget Pages:  Budget Detail



Budget Pages: Budget



Assurance Pages:  Program Assurances



Assurance Pages:  State Assurances



Assurance Pages:  Debarment



Assurance Pages:  Lobbying



Assurance Pages:  GEPA 442



Assurance Pages:  GATA



Assurance Pages:  Assurances



Submit Tab – Consistency Check

1. Double check that all 
information is complete and 
correct.

2. Click Submit.
3. Click Consistency Check.

4. Wait.

5. Address any issues identified 
in the Consistency Check.

6. Repeat until you get the 
Attention message.

7. Click Submit to ISBE.



Submission Process Overview
• Complete and successfully save all pages

• Run the Consistency Check on the Submit page

• Make sure the representative for the school that 
will be held accountable for the program/grant 
signs all Assurances pages

• Submit to ISBE



Charter Schools Webinars

1. Charter Schools 101
2. Guidance on Developing and 

Submitting the Quality Schools 
Options RFP

Webinar recordings available on our website:   
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Charter-Schools.aspx

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Charter-Schools.aspx


QUALITY SCHOOLS
SUPPORT PERSONNEL

David Turovetz
Supervisor

dturovet@isbe.net

Jennifer Thomas- Ahmed
Principal Consultant
jthomas@isbe.net

Chicago Office
1-312-814-2220
charter@isbe.net

Camille Franklin
Principal Consultant
cfranklin@isbe.net

mailto:cquezada@isbe.net
mailto:mcarlini@isbe.net
mailto:charter@isbe.net
mailto:cquezada@isbe.net
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