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Announcements 
Reports 

 NEW! FY21 EL- Bilingual Service Plan 

Per Article 14C of the School Code any district serving ELs is required to submit a plan of EL services to ISBE. 
The plan must conform with Part 228 of the Administrative Code and all Federal legal requirements to ELs. The 
fiscal year 2021 EL-Bilingual Service Plan is now available in the electronic Grant Management System (eGMS) 
through the ISBE Web Application Security (IWAS). The FY21 EL-Bilingual Service Plan is due on November 1, 
2020. For information about the EL-Bilingual Service Plan, click here. 

 
Districts with 19 or fewer ELs will submit an EL-Bilingual Service Plan by completing this form and submit it to 
multilingual@isbe.net by October 31, 2020. Failure to submit the form will create increased potential to be 
part of the program compliance monitoring and supports process with Multilingual department. To verify that 
your district is required to submit the EL-Bilingual Service Plan as a PDF, check this listing of school districts 
with 19 or fewer ELs district wide. For questions, email multilingual@isbe.net.  
 

Reporting Student Language on SIS 
Currently SIS has language codes for 195 languages used to report student home and native language. If a 
student’s language is not included on the list, you can ask to have the language added.  Simply send an email 
to Multilingual@isbe.net with your request.  Language codes can be added to SIS at any time during the year. 
We recommend that you not use “Other” to report the home or native language so that we can have an 
accurate count of all the languages represented in our student population.   
 

ISBE-Sponsored Workshops 
FREE UPCOMING SY21 WIDA WORKSHOPS AND WEBINARS 

Webinars 

TOPIC DATE LOCATION 

School Leaders: Ensuring Equity for 

Multilingual Learners 

Webinar 1:October 7, 2020 
Webinar 2:October 14, 2020   
Webinar 3:October 21, 2020   

Webinar Series 

Scaffolding Learning Through 

Language 

Start Date: October 14, 
2020       

Webinar 1: October 21, 
2020   

Webinar 2: November 4, 
2020     

Webinar Series 

https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=010500050HArt.+14C&ActID=1005&ChapterID=0&SeqStart=120600000&SeqEnd=122100000
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/228ARK.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-el-201501.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/EL-Plan.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/92-09-EL-Bilingual-Service-Plan.pdf
mailto:multilingual@isbe.net
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/SY19-Districts-lessthan-20ELs.pdf
mailto:multilingual@isbe.net
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/language-codes-alpha.pdf
mailto:Multilingual@isbe.net


Webinar 3: November 20, 
2020    

Interpreting ACCESS for ELLs Score 

Reports Overview 

October 23, 2020 Assessment Overview Webinar 

Home Languages in the Classroom Opens: November 9, 2020 

Meeting: March 3, 2021 

ICMEE eWorkshop 

Grouping Strategies for 

Multilingual Learners 

November 9, 2020 ICMEE eWorkshop 

Language Specialist: Engaging 

Multilingual Newcomers 

Start Date: November 10, 
2020 

Webinar 1: November 17, 

2020 

Webinar 2: December 1, 

2020 

Webinar 3: December 16, 

2020 

Webinar Series 

 

IRC-ISBE FREE PROFESSIONAL LEARNING! 

The Illinois Resource Center (IRC) offers these free professional learning opportunities to Illinois educators 
with support from the Illinois State Board of Education the catalog of February – June 2020 IRC-ISBE Free 
Professional Learning Opportunities is here! As you plan for the coming school year, make sure to consider 
these dates. To access archived professional learning sessions click here. 

NEW! WIDA Early Years 
New resources and tools are available for early childhood educators who serve multilingual children. WIDA Early Years 
eLearning resources focus on supporting young multilingual children in early care and education (ECE) settings. 
Multilingual children, commonly referred to as dual language learners, are young children who are growing up learning 
and developing more than one language. 
 
Provided through Early Childhood Professional Learning (ECPL) and ISBE, the early care and education community in 
Illinois has free access.  WIDA Early Years eLearning offers self-paced, interactive modules that provide opportunities for 
reflection and offer suggestions for applying content to local practice. Up to five hours of ISBE and/or Gateways credit is 
available.  
 
In addition to self-paced modules, WIDA Early Years eLearning also provides exclusive access to the Are We Ready? 
What K-12 Educators Can Do to Support Young Multilingual Children webinar and downloadable resources. Are We 
Ready? resources promote collaboration among PreK and K-3 educators to support multilingual children and families as 
they transition to Kindergarten.  
 
These eLearning offerings serve as a resource for staff. For example, the modules can be:  

● used in staff development sessions 

● shared with individual educators 

http://thecenterweb.org/files/pdcatalog.pdf
http://pd.isbe-dell.net/
https://www.eclearningil.org/about-us/wida-early-years


● offered to professional learning communities. 
 

Go to https://www.eclearningil.org/about-us/wida-early-years for  a description of eLearning resources available, FAQs, 
and instructions for creating a user account for WIDA Early Years eLearning.  
 

EQUITABLE ACCESS TO EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE: FRAMING SERVICES FOR ENGLISH 
LEARNERS IN ILLINOIS 

The Multilingual Department in conjunction with the Illinois Resource Center has developed a Technical 
Assistance (TA) website based on the six elements from Equitable Access to Educational Excellence: Framing 
Services for English Learners in Illinois.  The TA website contains resources within each of these six areas and 
can be found here. 
 

Screening and Testing 
ACCESS  

NEW! ISBE has consulted with WIDA and Data Recognition Corp. (DRC) to extend the testing window for 

ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS to be Jan. 4 – March 2. There are no waiver windows this year. They are 
combined into a single window for school year 2021 to better accommodate hybrid instruction schedules. 
Important ACCESS for ELLs Dates available on the WIDA Illinois page! The material ordering window for 
ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS is Oct. 14 – Nov. 10. Material orders and online testing counts are submitted via 
WIDA AMS. DRC will send an email with additional information on Oct. 7. Instructions are found in the WIDA 
AMS User Guide. There is also a material ordering tutorial in the WIDA Secure Portal (login required). For 
assistance, contact DRC Customer Service at WIDA@datarecognitioncorp.com or call 1-855-787-9615. 

 
 

NEW! ACCESS Material Ordering and Testing Count Submission 

The material ordering window for ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS is Wednesday, October 14th, 2020 through 
Tuesday, November 10, 2020.  Material orders and online testing counts are submitted via WIDA AMS.  DRC 
will send and email with additional information on October 7th, 2020.  Instructions are found in the WIDA AMS 
User Guide.  There is also a material ordering tutorial in the WIDA Secure Portal (login required).  For 
assistance, contact DRC Customer Service, WIDA@datarecognitioncorp.com | 1-855-787-9615. 
 

NEW! Mark your Calendar: October ACCESS for ELLs Q&A Webinars   
Please join WIDA and DRC to learn about the following ACCESS for ELLs topics:  

• Pre-Testing: Software Updates & Technology Readiness Tuesday, October 6, 1:00pm-2:00pm CT 

• Pre-Testing: Technology Installations Thursday, October 8, 1:00pm-2:30pm CT 

• Pre-Testing: Ordering Materials in WIDA AMS Tuesday, October 13, 1:00pm-2:00pm CT 

• Pre-Testing: Test Scheduling Thursday, October 22, 1:00pm-2:00pm CT 
  
More information and login details can be found on the WIDA Q&A Webinar Schedule. Technology 
Coordinators interested in attending technology-related webinars can find the 2020-21 Q&A Webinar 
Schedule for Technology Coordinators on WIDA AMS.  
Can’t make it? WIDA Q&A Webinars are recorded and posted to the Secure Portal Download Library within a 
week of the presentation.  
 

NEW! New micro-offerings from WIDA Professional Learning now available! 

https://www.eclearningil.org/about-us/wida-early-years
http://ta.isbe-dell.net/
https://wida.wisc.edu/memberships/consortium/il
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-ui/welcome/DRCPORTAL
https://www.wida-ams.us/Documents/Unsecure/Doc.aspx?id=b0f6fa7d-ed22-4034-803a-545e2b4c6141
https://www.wida-ams.us/Documents/Unsecure/Doc.aspx?id=b0f6fa7d-ed22-4034-803a-545e2b4c6141
https://portal.wida.us/Resources/Assessment/ACCESS/Paper/Ordering-Materials-Module/story.html
https://portal.wida.us/client/index.aspx
mailto:WIDA@datarecognitioncorp.com
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-ui/welcome/DRCPORTAL
https://www.wida-ams.us/Documents/Unsecure/Doc.aspx?id=b0f6fa7d-ed22-4034-803a-545e2b4c6141
https://www.wida-ams.us/Documents/Unsecure/Doc.aspx?id=b0f6fa7d-ed22-4034-803a-545e2b4c6141
https://portal.wida.us/Resources/Assessment/ACCESS/Paper/Ordering-Materials-Module/story.html
https://portal.wida.us/client/index.aspx
mailto:WIDA@datarecognitioncorp.com
https://portal.wida.us/GetResource/2345
https://www.wida-ams.us/Documents/Unsecure/Doc.aspx?id=4b3229a0-729d-460a-9111-ac2866b2719d
https://www.wida-ams.us/Documents/Unsecure/Doc.aspx?id=4b3229a0-729d-460a-9111-ac2866b2719d
https://portal.wida.us/client/DownloadLibrary.aspx?utm_source=CR-WW093020&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=WIDAWednesday&utm_content=text-Download-Library


To help navigate the unique challenges of teaching during the pandemic, WIDA launched a new series of 
micro-offerings. The 30-45-minute courses are free and open to anyone and are designed for educators who 
work with multilingual children and youth across a variety of settings. The following micro-offerings are now 
available in the Supporting Multilingual Learners during COVID-19 series: 
• Distance Learning with Multilingual Learners in Mind 
• Tending to Multilingual Learners’ Social-Emotional Well-Being 
• Consideration for Evaluating Online Resources for Multilingual Learners 
 
Access all three courses on the Distance Teaching and Learning webpage. 
 

NEW! WIDA ELD Standards, 2020 Edition: Updates and learning opportunities 
WIDA is excited to announce that the 2020 Edition of the WIDA ELD Standards will be released in early winter, 2020-
2021. Upon release, the 2020 Edition will be available as a downloadable PDF document on the English Language 
Development Standards webpage. Printed copies will be available for purchase in the WIDA Store. To find the latest 
updates, resources and upcoming learning opportunities visit the 2020 Vision for Standards webpage. 
 

Interested in Alternate ACCESS for ELLs? 
WIDA will be revamping the Alternate ACCESS for ELLs assessment over the next four years. If you are 
interested in learning more information about this work, providing feedback on the current Alternate ACCESS 
for ELLs design, or being notified of opportunities for involvement in development activities, please respond to 
this short survey. 

 
 

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES AND RESOURCES 
WIDA eSummit 

The WIDA eSummit is a free virtual learning opportunity for educators in WIDA Consortium member states, 
territories and federal agencies. The event will be held October 12-30, 2020 and will feature nine live 
webinars. Each week of the eSummit has a theme with three sessions (presented via webinars). Sessions will 
be 45-60 minutes long. Recordings and downloadable resources will be available after the event.  Learn more 
on the WIDA eSummit webpage. 

 
Week One: WIDA ELD Standards, 2020 Edition 
Week Two: Teaching Multilingual Learners 
Week Three: WIDA Assessments 

 
Members of the WIDA Consortium will be able to access the eSummit through the eLearning Center in the WIDA Secure 
Portal. Registration is not required. However, attendees must have a valid WIDA Secure Portal account. 
Educators that do not have a portal account are encouraged to submit a WIDA Secure Portal account request as soon as 
possible. Account requests take approximately one week to process 
 

La Cosecha: Dual Language Education Conference (Virtual) 
More information and registration, click here. 

 

https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=8721&elqTrackId=ACC7350C3D7BF59DD30EC15DE177CE96&elq=07afc54bf90d432c9cae8fb8ad32d853&elqaid=11886&elqat=1
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=8720&elqTrackId=D87BDECF77801C968807963308CDB7B0&elq=07afc54bf90d432c9cae8fb8ad32d853&elqaid=11886&elqat=1
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=8720&elqTrackId=D87BDECF77801C968807963308CDB7B0&elq=07afc54bf90d432c9cae8fb8ad32d853&elqaid=11886&elqat=1
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=8719&elqTrackId=F51B5A32DE06D76E29A6257FB6AE4710&elq=07afc54bf90d432c9cae8fb8ad32d853&elqaid=11886&elqat=1
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=8718&elqTrackId=D44D220BA1BE4DA51E6C73B3D4A0D306&elq=07afc54bf90d432c9cae8fb8ad32d853&elqaid=11886&elqat=1
https://lists.wisc.edu/t/57768664/185609934/4132204/2007/
https://uwmadison.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eJQ93D4agpJEFnL
https://wida.wisc.edu/grow/us-based-pl/wida-esummit?utm_source=CR-WW091620&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=WIDAWednesday&utm_content=text-WIDA-eSummit
https://wida.wisc.edu/grow/us-based-pl/wida-esummit?utm_source=CR-WW091620&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=WIDAWednesday&utm_content=text-WIDA-eSummit-2
https://www.lacosechaconference.org/

