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NOVEMBER 2021

English Learners/Bilingual Education

Announcements

REMINDER! FY 2022 EL - BILINGUAL SERVICE PLAN NOW AVAILABLE IN IWAS
The fiscal year 2022 EL - Bilingual Service Plan (BSP) application is now available in the electronic
Grants Management System through the ISBE Web Application Security (IWAS) system.
 
All school districts enrolling English Learners (ELs) in FY 2021 and listed with fewer than 20 ELs, or listed
with 20 or more ELs, must create and submit the short or long version of BSP through the IWAS system.
Once you are in the system, create your application by selecting "Year: 2022" and choosing "Create
Application." Some grants display a “Yes” checkbox that must be selected before the “Create Application”
button appears. 
 
Due Date:  Please complete and submit your application by Nov. 30. 
 
Please make sure that approval groups are properly assigned through IWAS in order to access the
system and submit your application. Technical assistance pertaining to items not covered by the
instructions link in IWAS may be obtained by contacting your program consultant.

REMINDER! WORKING GROUP VOLUNTEERS
Sign up here if you are interested in volunteering for any multilingual working groups or have interest in
an opportunity to provide stakeholder feedback.

REMINDER! BILINGUAL AND ESL MATRIX
The new and improved PreK-12 Bilingual and English as a Second Language (ESL) Matrix is now posted
on our website. Click here to view it. If you have any questions, please contact the Multilingual
Department at multilingual@isbe.net.

REMINDER! BILINGUAL EDUCATION ENDORSEMENT
The process to get either a Bilingual Education endorsement or an ESL endorsement is now on the
Educator Effectiveness webpage. You can find them here under the Pathways to Licensure drop-down
menu.

Workshops

LEVERAGING RESOURCES: BLENDING AND BRAIDING FUNDS

https://sec.isbe.net/iwas/asp/login.asp?js=true
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Districts-19-ELs.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Districts-20-more-ELs.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/92-09-EL-Bilingual-Service-Plan.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Principal_Consultant_list.pdf
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=hv5kA8ZJ9Eq1LDNameV30bFn2hv3XQxLuHxk3enCtWpUODFJQUoxSEJBMjZIV1hFOFlHOFFBQ1pOTy4u
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Multilingual-Teacher-Resources.aspx
mailto:multilingual@isbe.net
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Educator-Licensure-Resources.aspx
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ISBE has released a webinar for district- and school-level administrators. “Leveraging Resources:
Blending and Braiding Funds” will assist districts in maximizing the use of the additional funds that they
have received. The webinar is specifically designed to help district administrative teams plan holistically;
develop cohesive programs and services; and ensure sustainability through blending and braiding of
federal, state, and local funds. For more information, click here. View the presentation here.

REMINDER! IRC-ISBE FREE PROFESSIONAL LEARNING
The Illinois Resource Center (IRC) offers free professional learning opportunities to Illinois educators
with support from the Illinois State Board of Education. New IRC-ISBE free professional learning
opportunities are here! Make sure to consider these dates as you plan for the school year. Click here to
access archived professional learning sessions.

NEW! WIDA-ISBE FREE PROFESSIONAL LEARNING
WIDA offers free professional learning opportunities to Illinois educators with support from ISBE. New
WIDA-ISBE free professional learning opportunities are here! Make sure to consider these dates as you
plan for the school year.

DOWNLOAD YOUR WIDA CERTIFICATION HISTORY
WIDA Secure Portal users now have the option to download their entire certification history, which can
then be printed or emailed to a coordinator or supervisor. Log in to the WIDA Secure Portal and go to My
Profile. Click Export PDF at the top of the Certifications table to see your entire assessment training
history, followed by professional learning course completion.

NEW! WIDA EARLY YEARS
Resources and tools are available for early childhood educators who serve multilingual children. WIDA
Early Years eLearning resources focus on supporting young multilingual children in early care and
education settings. New offerings, such as Promising Practices Roll-out Kit webinars and Making
Connections: Using the Illinois Early Learning and Development Standards and WIDA Early Years
Resources to Plan Instruction for Young Multilingual Children, are free comprehensive resources that
offer suggestions, tools, and sample plans for teachers who want to plan equitable learning opportunities
for young multilingual children. For more information and to register for upcoming free webinars focusing
on this resource, click here. 
 
The early care and education community in Illinois has free access to these resources, which are
provided through Early Childhood Professional Learning and ISBE. Go to eclearningil.org for a
description of recent eLearning resources that are available, FAQs, and instructions for creating a user
account for WIDA Early Years eLearning.

NEW! CONSIDERATIONS WHEN EDUCATING BILINGUAL LEARNERS WITH DISABILITIES 
This eWorkshop is designed for classroom teachers who are ready to try out new ideas in their
classrooms and share what they learned with a group of online colleagues: Considerations When
Educating Bilingual Learners With Identified Learning Disabilities. An online webinar with six self-
paced modules will be held March 31, 2022. The eWorkshop is being offered in partnership with the
International Consortium for Multilingual Excellence in Education at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
 
The purpose of this eWorkshop is to create an online Professional Learning Community that supports
participants’ collaboration and fosters ownership of their learning. Over the course of 15 weeks,
participants engage in six modules that each consist of three sections: Explore, Make it Work, and Share.
They select ideas to try out in their classrooms and share their experiences with colleagues in online
discussion boards and one online meeting. The estimated time needed to complete the eWorkshop is 20
hours. The enrollment deadline is Jan. 10, 2022.

NEW! ENSURING EQUITY FOR MULTILINGUAL LEARNERS
This eWorkshop is designed for school principals and administrators who are responsible for carrying out
school-level policies, leading school improvement planning and data analysis processes, and making
decisions about programs and professional development. No experience in using the WIDA Standards
Framework is needed for this eWorkshop: School Leaders: Ensuring Equity for Multilingual Learners.
This series offers three professional learning units and will be held Feb. 2, 9, and 16, 2022.
 
Educational leaders are key to improving academic language development and academic achievement
for multilingual learners. The purpose of this eWorkshop is for school leaders to reflect on their school’s
policies and systems in order to craft a team-based leadership action plan that promotes equitable
educational opportunities for multilingual learners. Participants will engage in interactive tasks related to
equitable instruction for multilingual learners, including using discussion boards, participating in self-
reflections, viewing videos and analyzing them, and creating action plans. The deadline for enrollment
is Jan. 26, 2022.

https://register.gotowebinar.com/recording/2291481604016137218
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Blending-and-Braiding-061121.pdf
https://irc.thecenterweb.org/professional-learning/free-workshops-and-webinars
http://pd.isbe-dell.net/
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/WIDA-Workshops.aspx
https://portal.wida.us/IDP/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3DSecurePortal2%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fportal.wida.us%252Fclient%252Fsignin-oidc%26response_type%3Dcode%26scope%3Dopenid%2520profile%2520wida_idp%26state%3D2f62f23292ff427f8e1d486dbddf35b7%26code_challenge%3DRp6UZkz8CC0AswlJpK-mnycSNw1oK2Bur92TkG-uIwU%26code_challenge_method%3DS256%26response_mode%3Dquery
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PKQKm6RCoqW5V2L1iu98lEg-KSnxydqW/view
https://wida.wisc.edu/about/news/wida-early-years-releases-making-connections?utm_source=MK-EY081021&utm_medium=email-eloqua&utm_campaign=EarlyYearsNews&utm_content=making-connections
https://www.eclearningil.org/about-us/wida-early-years
https://www.eclearningil.org/about-us/wida-early-years
https://apps.isbe.net/isbeconference/IsbeConfMenu.aspx
https://apps.isbe.net/isbeconference/IsbeConfMenu.aspx
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Screening and Testing

ACCESS CORRECTIONS
ACCESS corrections are now active in the Student
Information System (SIS) for demographics and
reason for no valid testing. The last day to make
corrections is Dec. 21. This is found in SIS-
>Assessment-> Corrections-> ACCESS->need
SID to begin.

2021-22 ACCESSIBILITY AND
ACCOMODATIONS MANUAL
The Accessibility and Accomodations Manual
(previously the Accessibility and Accommodations
Supplement) for the 2021-22 school year is now
available on the WIDA website. The new manual
also includes updated graphics and more user-
friendly text. 

2021 ACCESS PRELIMINARY RESULTS -
NOVEMBER REVIEW
The ACCESS Preliminary Data Review, which
included all results for school year 2021, closed on
Nov. 19. ISBE sent ACCESS data corrections to
Data Recognition Corp. (DRC). Results will be
finalized, including corrections that require
rescoring or merging records, and will be available
digitally Dec. 15 in the WIDA Assessment
Management System. They will be posted in SIS
by Jan. 19, 2022. Printed reports will be sent
Jan. 6, 2022. See Multilingual’s Key Dates for
more reference.

WIDA SCREENER FOR KINDERGARTEN
WIDA has released a new screening tool for
kindergarten. Illinois will continue using WIDA
MODEL for Kindergarten into school year 2022.
Adding a new screener requires that state rules
and data systems be updated. Implementation will
be announced next year.  Once available, the kit
and training will be posted in the WIDA Secure
Portal. Preprinted copies of the new screener may
be purchased from the WIDA Store. 

REMINDER! STUDENTS WHO HAVE EXITED
THROUGH 2021 ACCESS 
SIS has applied the 2021 ACCESS results for EL
designations for the 2021-22 school year. Districts
should change the reclassified students’ EL status
to “NO” in their local student management 
system.  Districts should schedule and program
the students who have completed at least three
years of EL programming, have provisional
ACCESS scores, and have achieved a 4.8 or
greater composite as reclassified or exited from
EL programming.

REMINDER! PREPARING FOR THE 2022
ACCESS FOR ELLS

Students who were identified as an English
Learners with the provisional screener last
year (2020-21) and did not take the 2021
ACCESS or have missing 2021 ACCESS
results must be screened with a prescribed
screener.

Students provisionally identified
must be screened with a prescribed
screener prior to the 2022
ACCESS for ELLs administration
window.

Students who were reclassified through the
2021 ACCESS but received a Pre-ID Label
must be excused from 2022 ACCESS
testing.
For more important testing dates, refer to
the Multilingual Key Dates or the WIDA
Illinois page.

WIDA/DRC CUSTOMER SERVICE HOURS

WIDA Client Services Center is available 8
a.m.-5 p.m. Monday – Friday.
DRC Customer Service is available 7
a.m.-6 p.m.

Other Opportunities and Resources

http://link.isbe.net/c/6/?T=OTAyMDg4NDQ%3AMDItYjIxMjExLTQ1ZDQ3ZjUwNzljNzQ2NWViNzdlN2I4NDg5N2M2NGZh%3AZXNhbmNoZXpAaXNiZS5uZXQ%3AY29udGFjdC0xY2MwMGY4MGFhMDFlYjExYTgxMzAwMjI0ODA4Yjc4Yy05OTc3N2VkZjZjNzA0OGM3OTE4MzUzNDc2ZWQ5YTFkYg%3AZmFsc2U%3ANQ%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly9hcHAuZXhwbG9yZS53aXNjLmVkdS9lL2VyP3M9MTQyNzUyNDc2OCZsaWQ9MTk2MzImZWxxVHJhY2tJZD00NEMxODdEMTNFQjRCNDExN0Q0ODkzMDUyNkU0OTVGOCZlbHE9M2Y2ZjhmZDI1MzMzNDNjNThkYzFiNmNjOTI4NDdkYjImZWxxYWlkPTE4MzczJmVscWF0PTEmX2NsZGVlPVpYTmhibU5vWlhwQWFYTmlaUzV1WlhRJTNkJnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWNvbnRhY3QtMWNjMDBmODBhYTAxZWIxMWE4MTMwMDIyNDgwOGI3OGMtOTk3NzdlZGY2YzcwNDhjNzkxODM1MzQ3NmVkOWExZGImZXNpZD03YjRhNGUxNC00Y2YxLWViMTEtYmFjYi0wMDIyNDgwOGVlOGM&K=arY0QpNWkr9hbccDrvrhGA
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/key-dates.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/key-dates.pdf
https://wida.wisc.edu/memberships/consortium/il


11/29/21, 8:38 AM link.isbe.net/m/1/90208844/02-t21328-fdd9c8f5e51542d79f049eece7c82dd9/1/1/1

link.isbe.net/m/1/90208844/02-t21328-fdd9c8f5e51542d79f049eece7c82dd9/1/1/1 4/6

EQUITABLE ACCESS TO EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE: FRAMING SERVICES FOR ENGLISH
LEARNERS IN ILLINOIS
The Multilingual Department, in conjunction with the Illinois Resource Center, has developed a technical
assistance website based on the six elements from Equitable Access to Educational Excellence: Framing
Services for English Learners in Illinois. The website has resources within each of these areas and can
be found here.

NEW RESEARCH REPORT EXAMINING LONG-TERM GROWTH TRAJECTORIES OF ELS WITH
AND WITHOUT IEPs
WIDA was motivated by findings of a 2018 WIDA report pointing to large overlap between ELs with
Individualized Education Program (IEP) designations and ELs who could be identified as long-term ELs
to conduct a study to further focus on these dual-identified students. We grouped ELs by ever-IEP (those
who were assigned an IEP at any point in their longitudinal record) and never-IEP status and compared
these two subgroups’ English language growth trajectories across time for 24 independent cohorts of ELs
starting in Grades K-3 throughout 2006-11. Our findings show consistent trends of differential growth and
reclassification rates for these two subgroups. Read more about this study in Examining Growth at the
Intersection of IEP and (Long-Term) EL Status in the Resource Library of the WIDA website.

World Languages

Announcements

COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS: WORLD LANGUAGES
The Illinois Learning Standards for World Languages guide learners to develop competence to
communicate effectively and interact with cultural competence to participate in multilingual communities
at home and around the world. vISIT our World Languages webpage!

Visiting International Teacher Program

Announcements

VISITING INTERNATIONAL TEACHERS 
Claudia Valencia, ISBE’s Visiting International
Teachers (VIT) Program coordinator, presented at
this year’s Bilingual Directors’ Meeting to give
attendees a general overview of the VIT Program.
New partnerships with non-governmental
organizations in Mexico and Morocco will provide
the opportunity for additional districts to become
partners and benefit from international teacher
recruitment. Interested districts can contact Ms.
Valencia at cvalenci@isbe.net to learn more about
how to become a partner.

NEW! ARABIC-SPEAKING VISITING
INTERNATIONAL TEACHERS 
ISBE is excited to welcome Arabic-speaking
international teachers as part of our Visiting
International Teachers Program for the 2022-23
academic year. Districts interested in hosting
incoming visiting international teachers can
contact Ms.Valencia, VIT Program coordinator, at
cvalenci@isbe.net to learn more about host district
responsibilities and to obtain a Memorandum of
Understanding.

Illinois State Seal of Biliteracy

Announcements

http://ta.isbe-dell.net/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.explore.wisc.edu%2Fe%2Fer%3Fs%3D1427524768%26lid%3D26233%26elqTrackId%3DC8A5E56F18B08A185B8BF3FC88E6C783%26elq%3Dc01a9c36be7d457fa3004f02cc8b7a3c%26elqaid%3D21762%26elqat%3D1&data=04%7C01%7Ctcottle%40isbe.net%7Caee1dd171ae84ffab37508d9a9f43c6e%7C0364fe8649c64af4b52c335a99e577d1%7C0%7C0%7C637727688759357157%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=IyIOpEHTf6UfLzY8M20k2O90hEtscJIK9ZxU0NR%2BIGw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/World-Languages.aspx
mailto:cvalenci@isbe.net
mailto:cvalenci@isbe.net
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NEW! ILLINOIS STATE SEAL OF BILITERACY PROGRAM
We are pleased to release the school year 2019-20 Seal of Biliteracy award report. A record number of
Seals – 6,373 –  were awarded this school year, with 119 students earning more than one Seal. Please
note that the COVID-19 pandemic impacted the school year 2019-20 Seal of Biliteracy program and as a
result other data in this report may not reflect usual trends.
 
The Multilingual Department is happy to announce that ALTA exams have been approved for the Seal of
Biliteracy, allowing students to now use them to qualify for the Seal or Commendation toward Biliteracy.
The ALTA exams cover 90-plus languages, many of which are new to this program. Many parents,
community members, and district leaders have requested that these exams be added to our program to
better reflect the multitude of languages spoken by our students across Illinois. Previously, students were
required to build a portfolio of evidence to demonstrate proficiency in languages for which ISBE had not
yet approved an assessment. We are hoping that the approval of the ALTA assessments will increase the
number of awarded languages and student participation in the Seal of Biliteracy program across the
state.

Screening and Testing

ISBE RELEASES 2021 ACCESS AND SEAL OF BILITERACY FAQ DOCUMENT
ISBE’s Multilingual Department has posted an FAQ document that provides guidance on English Learner
placement and Seal of Biliteracy determination with provisional and preliminary 2021 ACCESS
results. This list of FAQs addresses how to place EL students for the 2021-22 school year and utilize
2021 ACCESS scores for Seal of Biliteracy awards, given the extended testing window this year. Please
send any questions you may have about EL placement to your district’s assigned principal consultant
or multilingual@isbe.net. Please email Seal of Biliteracy questions to
biliteracy@isbe.net.

Migrant Education Program

Announcements

MIGRANT EDUCATION PROGRAM
The state Title I, Part C Migrant Education Program provides support to eligible migratory children.
Migratory children have moved:    

From one district to another and one residence to another
Within the past three years
Due to economic necessity
With a parent, spouse, or guardian who is a migratory agricultural worker or on their own as
migratory agricultural workers

 
School districts can help the Migrant Education Program to identify migratory children in Illinois by using
the referral link at https://idrreferrals.net or scanning the QR code below. The program will arrange for a
certified migratory child recruiter to interview the family to determine eligibility.
 

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Seal-Biliteracy-Report-2020.pdf
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.altalang.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7CACUKIERS%40isbe.net%7C05185446eb8846438e9608d9a9efd6ca%7C0364fe8649c64af4b52c335a99e577d1%7C0%7C0%7C637727669839060160%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=eHz0qUTxoh6ukbiJ3l3Qx7WkWzgRvKlM7dcRI%2BBP%2Bds%3D&reserved=0
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/FAQ-ACCESS-Placement.pdf
mailto:multilingual@isbe.net
mailto:biliteracy@isbe.net
https://idrreferrals.net/
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The Illinois State Board of Education is the State Education Agency for Illinois. Our mission is to provide
each and every child with safe and healthy learning conditions, great educators, and equitable
opportunities by practicing data-informed stewardship of resources and policy development, all done in
partnership with educators, families, and stakeholders.
 
Click here to change your Subscription Preferences. Click here to unsubscribe.
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