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English Learners/Bilingual Education 

Announcements 
 

NEW! OSEP Fast Facts 
The U.S. Department of Education Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) is excited to release a new OSEP 
Fast Facts: Students with Disabilities Who Are English Learners (ELs) Served Under IDEA Part B. The document 
explores IDEA, Section 618 data with a specific lens on one of the fastest-growing populations of students with 
disabilities served under IDEA. 
 
Highlights from the OSEP Fast Facts document:   

• Approximately 1.6% of students enrolled in public elementary and secondary schools are dually identified as 
a student with a disability under IDEA, Part B and an English learner. 

• The number of students with disabilities who are ELs in the United States grew by close to 30% between 
school year 2012 and SY 2020. The United States and the District of Columbia and outlying areas saw an 
increase in the number of students with disabilities served under IDEA, Part B.  

• ELs were more likely to drop out of school, less likely to graduate with a regular high school diploma, and 
more likely to receive a certificate as compared to all students served under IDEA, Part B.  

• ELs were more likely to be identified with specific learning disability and speech or language impairment and 
less likely to be identified with other health impairment, autism, and emotional disturbance as compared to 
all school-aged students served under IDEA, Part B. 

 
OSEP Fast Facts is an ongoing effort to display data from the 12 data collections authorized under IDEA Section 
618 into graphic, visual representations with the intent to present 618 data quickly and clearly. 
 
Visit the OSEP Fast Facts page for existing and future Fast Facts. 

 
 
NEW!  English Learner Data Snapshot for FY 2023 EL-Title III Language Instruction Educational Program 
School districts that have an approved fiscal year 2023 Title III Intent to Apply will have their English learner (EL) 
data pulled from the Student Information System (SIS) after April 29 to calculate the Title III Language Instruction 
Educational Program (LIEP) funding allocations for FY 2023.  Only districts with 100 EL (public school student count 
plus nonpublic school student count) are eligible to apply as a single district.  Any districts that do not meet this 
threshold, but want to be eligible for the funding, must  form a consortium with other district(s) so that, collectively, 
as a consortium it has the threshold number of at least 100 ELs to generate the $10,000.  As a consortium, one 
district would serve as an administrative district and others would be cooperative members. 

Any district that has fewer than 100 ELs and has not formed a consortium with others should contact neighboring 
districts that have ELs and may want to form a consortium in order to receive the Title III LIEP funding.  The 
deadline for forming a consortium and notifying the Multilingual Department is May 15. 

If you need any assistance with forming a consortia or have any questions, please reach out to the Multilingual 
Department at Multilingual@isbe.net.  

 

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/osep-fast-facts-students-with-disabilities-english-learners
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/osep-fast-facts-students-with-disabilities-english-learners
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/osep-fast-facts/
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NEW!  Early Childhood 
This updated Early Childhood FAQ provides relevant information about multilingual placement and programming for 
early childhood students in preschools.  Early Childhood Professional Learning (ECPL), along with ISBE, will provide 
more information from 1-2:30 p.m. on May 18 at the ECPL_Administrator Forum.  Additional professional 
development regarding this topic will be provided by ISBE in the coming months. 

 
 
SAVE THE DATE! Illinois Bilingual Parent Summit 
The Illinois Bilingual Parent Summit will return as a hybrid event on Saturday, May 7, at the Hilton Chicago Oak 
Brook Hills Resort and Conference Center in Oak Brook.  
 
This annual gathering provides a rich mix of information about important issues for multilingual parents in our 
community. Illinois Resource Center (IRC) expert speakers and panelists will present on such topics as pathways to 
academic success, parent engagement in schools, immigration issues, U.S. citizenship, bilingual education 
programs, community college services, effective parenting techniques, health care alternatives, and much more. 
This is also a wonderful opportunity to connect and build relationships with parents like you — we are stronger 
together! 
 
Registration is now OPEN! 
 

 

 

ISBE-Sponsored Webinars and Workshops 

WIDA Early Years 
 

Early Childhood Resources 
WIDA Early Years eLearning is available free to Illinois early childhood educators who serve multilingual children.  
 
These on-demand courses focus on supporting young multilingual children, ages 2.5 to 5.5 years.  
Each self-paced, interactive course provides opportunities for reflection and offers suggestions for applying content 
to early care and education settings. The six modules are: 
 

• Dual Language Learners and their Families 

• Dual Language Learners with Disabilities 

• Making Connections 

• Scaffolding Language Learning 

• Promising Practices 

• Are We Ready? What K-12 Educators Can Do to Support Young Multilingual Children 
 
These free, comprehensive courses offer suggestions, tools, and downloadable resources for teachers who want 
to plan equitable learning opportunities for young multilingual children. The modules can be used in staff 
development sessions and/or shared with individual educators or teams of educators, such as those engaged in 
professional learning communities.  These resources are provided through a partnership between WIDA Early Years 
and the Center: Early Childhood Professional Learning and are funded by ISBE. Credit is available through ISBE 
and Gateways.  
 
For more information and to access on demand courses, visit https://www.eclearningil.org/about-us/preschool-
english-learners.   

 
 
 

 

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/preschool_faq.pdf
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcvent.me%2FyvkNVN&data=05%7C01%7CACUKIERS%40isbe.net%7Cfc4d1acc51514394c7ab08da1f1749fd%7C0364fe8649c64af4b52c335a99e577d1%7C0%7C0%7C637856482131436717%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EejDRpIKECjzh1%2FQHGFPJfGGTNvy9tR%2BMHgbKl9%2B89s%3D&reserved=0
http://irc.thecenterweb.org/
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https://www.eclearningil.org/about-us/preschool-english-learners
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Free Virtual Workshops 

Opportunities for Spanish teachers  
The Spanish Ministry of Education is offering free virtual workshops for teachers of Spanish. These workshops are 
hosted by universities in Spain and cover a range of topics that will help you develop your skills in the classroom. 
Please visit the following links for more information and to register!  
 

• Workshops pamphlet: Talleres de universidades 

• Additional information: Cursos de verano 

 
 

Professional Learning Opportunity Links 
IRC free professional learning opportunities 

WIDA free professional learning opportunities 

 
 

Screening and Testing 

ACCESS 

WIDA Screener for Kindergarten 
The WIDA Screener for Kindergarten requires that state rules and data systems be updated before districts will be 
able to implement it. Illinois will continue using WIDA MODEL for Kindergarten through this school year.    
The inclusion into rules is currently at midstream. Implementation will be announced next year with district access 
anticipated sometime in August 2023. Once available, the kit and training will be posted in the WIDA Secure Portal. 
Preprinted copies of the new screener may be purchased from the WIDA Store. A webinar that previews the WIDA 
Kindergarten Screener that is to be adopted is available on the WIDA Secure Portal. Once in the portal, click 
“Professional Learning”>Click on “Webinars” in title bar> Scroll to “Kindergarten ACCESS for ELLs for New Test 
Administrators” for the webinar. 
 
Again, the WIDA MODEL for Kindergarten will continue to be used through this school year (2021-22).  The MODEL 
will remain available for use as part of the transition to the WIDA Screener for Kindergarten through the 2022-23 
school year.  The MODEL will then be retired at the end of the 2022-23 school year, with the WIDA Screener 
being the only prescribed kindergarten screener.  

 
 
2022 ACCESS for ELLs 

• The 2022 ACCESS Corrections window is open in SIS. This is located in the blue sidebar at 

Assessment>Correction>ACCESS. Student demographic data and reasons for students not tested are to be 

recorded in this area. 

• The release of the preliminary data file for the 2022 ACCESS results for validation through SIS is anticipated 

to be May 6.  Districts can then rectify unassigned scoring records and match students to those scores.  This 

validation window will close on May 27. 
 

Go to the Assessment Department Listserv for additional assessment information and guidance, including 
on ACCESS for ELLs. 

 
 
WIDA/DRC Customer Service Hours 

• WIDA Client Services Center is available 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday – Friday. 

• DRC Customer Service is available 7 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday -- Friday 

 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fissuu.com%2Fconsejeriaeducacioneeuu%2Fdocs%2Ftalleres-universidades%3Ffr%3DsZDM3NTQ2NzQxNjE&data=04%7C01%7CACUKIERS%40isbe.net%7C02901aaac04646d1c83208d9f89e7f3a%7C0364fe8649c64af4b52c335a99e577d1%7C0%7C0%7C637814181915816269%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=YLGxWRIVBr%2BiX%2BYIotPxjJLKqt41kWZl%2Bh7%2BpjKf9P0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.educacionyfp.gob.es/eeuu/convocatorias-programas/convocatorias-eeuu/cursos-verano.html
https://irc.thecenterweb.org/professional-learning/free-workshops-and-webinars?_cldee=bXVsdGlsaW5ndWFsQGlzYmUubmV0&recipientid=contact-606ef0d7762beb11a81300224808b78c-572be15c4f0e4b95a08f58f423f5fca6&esid=72b109cf-3e9b-ec11-b400-000d3a34b9d8
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/WIDA-Workshops.aspx?_cldee=bXVsdGlsaW5ndWFsQGlzYmUubmV0&recipientid=contact-606ef0d7762beb11a81300224808b78c-572be15c4f0e4b95a08f58f423f5fca6&esid=72b109cf-3e9b-ec11-b400-000d3a34b9d8
https://portal.wida.us/IDP/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3DSecurePortal2%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fportal.wida.us%252Fclient%252Fsignin-oidc%26response_type%3Dcode%26scope%3Dopenid%2520profile%2520wida_idp%26state%3D2f62f23292ff427f8e1d486dbddf35b7%26code_challenge%3DRp6UZkz8CC0AswlJpK-mnycSNw1oK2Bur92TkG-uIwU%26code_challenge_method%3DS256%26response_mode%3Dquery
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Assessment-Listserv.aspx


Advancing ALTELLA Bias, Sensitivity and Content Review 
The Advancing ALTELLA team is thrilled to announce that it will be conducting Bias, Sensitivity and Content (BSC) 
reviews in August 2022! 
 

In order to develop these high-quality assessments, the Advancing ALTELLA team needs K-12 educators who are 

familiar with multilingual learners with significant cognitive disabilities to review new Alternate ACCESS for ELLs 

items before they are field tested with students. 

• Bias and Sensitivity reviewers ensure test items are free of material that might favor any subgroup of students 

over another on the basis of gender, race or ethnicity, disability, home language, religion, culture, region, or 

socio-economic status. 

• Content reviewers ensure test items are grade-level appropriate and factual. 

Advancing ALTELLA’s ask: Let the team know if you are interested in participating in the Advancing ALTELLA 

BSC reviews by completing this interest survey. In the survey, you’ll also find more information on the cognitive labs. 

Submit your response by 11:59 p.m. May 27. The Advancing ALTELLA team will follow up with you accordingly. 

 
 
Your thoughts on the WIDA Speaking and Writing Rubrics are requested! 
The WIDA Writing Rubric Grades 1-12 and WIDA Speaking Rubric Grades 1-12 serve as a reference for 

understanding the scores students earn on ACCESS for ELLs and help educators analyze student performance in 

the classroom and plan ways to scaffold language learning. 

 
WIDA wishes to better understand how and to what extent educators in the consortium use these rubrics. We invite 
you to complete a five-minute survey to help us ensure that ACCESS for ELLs ancillary documentation is user 
friendly, practical, and does not duplicate information educators may prefer to access in other resources. We 
appreciate your participation and value your feedback! 

 
 

Other Opportunities and Resources 
 

NEW RESEARCH REPORT EXAMINING LONG-TERM GROWTH TRAJECTORIES OF ELS WITH AND 
WITHOUT IEPs 

WIDA was motivated by findings of a 2018 WIDA report pointing to a large overlap between ELs with Individualized 
Education Program (IEP) designations and ELs who could be identified as long-term ELs to conduct a study to 
further focus on these dual-identified students. We grouped ELs by ever-IEP (those who were assigned an IEP at 
any point in their longitudinal record) and never-IEP status and compared these two subgroups’ English language 
growth trajectories across time for 24 independent cohorts of ELs starting in Grades K-3 throughout 2006-11. Our 
findings show consistent trends of differential growth and reclassification rates for these two subgroups. Read more 

about this study in Examining Growth at the Intersection of IEP and (Long-Term) EL Status in the Resource Library 

of the WIDA website. 

 
 

World Languages 
Announcements 

 

College and Career Readiness:  World Languages 
The Illinois Learning Standards for World Languages guide learners to develop competence to communicate 
effectively and interact with cultural competence to participate in multilingual communities at home and around the 

world.  VISIT our World Languages webpage! 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.explore.wisc.edu%2Fe%2Fer%3Fs%3D1427524768%26lid%3D9146%26elqTrackId%3D45CE901C4E2EF01E19D347E53FD2D711%26elq%3D044aa50072c249dabaa35a222e3f4759%26elqaid%3D25662%26elqat%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Ctcottle%40isbe.net%7Cbb9caa34264f465e087108da286f6f38%7C0364fe8649c64af4b52c335a99e577d1%7C0%7C0%7C637866756489280918%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TIKGb3r%2BNs6l%2B9ZCk29vNp6TPa911jrG%2BiUS1%2BZ1wr0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.explore.wisc.edu%2Fe%2Fer%3Fs%3D1427524768%26lid%3D34062%26elqTrackId%3D425E5B5291C14633846F5B8394FCD456%26elq%3D044aa50072c249dabaa35a222e3f4759%26elqaid%3D25662%26elqat%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Ctcottle%40isbe.net%7Cbb9caa34264f465e087108da286f6f38%7C0364fe8649c64af4b52c335a99e577d1%7C0%7C0%7C637866756489280918%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=16lqSe4PE9RhOhqO05W6JuminMwnLiWHQWmD6S3yuv4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.explore.wisc.edu%2Fe%2Fer%3Fs%3D1427524768%26lid%3D33694%26elqTrackId%3DBB01B8F7B20A3AEBB8C0FA389C7094D5%26elq%3D1e80c63bbdf445abbba638efa58deaaf%26elqaid%3D25478%26elqat%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Ctcottle%40isbe.net%7C9913fa2964634f94df9208da22ef5fc9%7C0364fe8649c64af4b52c335a99e577d1%7C0%7C0%7C637860708934047431%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=o8hSOqBmE19Hv23f8CDuu36pZXF0mpCk821bYFTJtII%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.explore.wisc.edu%2Fe%2Fer%3Fs%3D1427524768%26lid%3D33693%26elqTrackId%3D97A47B899E2F6474207AEAB745FDDA75%26elq%3D1e80c63bbdf445abbba638efa58deaaf%26elqaid%3D25478%26elqat%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Ctcottle%40isbe.net%7C9913fa2964634f94df9208da22ef5fc9%7C0364fe8649c64af4b52c335a99e577d1%7C0%7C0%7C637860708934047431%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eRJv%2BBs%2BkLKoRqhSLfk9zs3zUfmTshEoeMeEj4TUOTw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.explore.wisc.edu%2Fe%2Fer%3Fs%3D1427524768%26lid%3D33692%26elqTrackId%3D4DAE33CF81C15F83CDE9E2CF248A4989%26elq%3D1e80c63bbdf445abbba638efa58deaaf%26elqaid%3D25478%26elqat%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Ctcottle%40isbe.net%7C9913fa2964634f94df9208da22ef5fc9%7C0364fe8649c64af4b52c335a99e577d1%7C0%7C0%7C637860708934047431%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=i24wIWAED9y5E3PRjXBIG%2BT5z%2FCSJv44rdeSme4CqFI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.explore.wisc.edu%2Fe%2Fer%3Fs%3D1427524768%26lid%3D26233%26elqTrackId%3DC8A5E56F18B08A185B8BF3FC88E6C783%26elq%3Dc01a9c36be7d457fa3004f02cc8b7a3c%26elqaid%3D21762%26elqat%3D1&data=04%7C01%7Ctcottle%40isbe.net%7Caee1dd171ae84ffab37508d9a9f43c6e%7C0364fe8649c64af4b52c335a99e577d1%7C0%7C0%7C637727688759357157%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=IyIOpEHTf6UfLzY8M20k2O90hEtscJIK9ZxU0NR%2BIGw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/World-Languages.aspx

