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FEBRUARY 2023

English Learners/Bilingual Education

Announcements

REMINDER! FY 2024 Title III Intent to Apply
Applications for the English Learner (EL) - Title III Intent to Apply, which includes funding
for the Title III - Language Instruction Educational Program (LIEP) and Immigrant Student
Education Program (ISEP), is now available for school year 2023-24 (fiscal year 2024).
 
All school districts serving ELs and immigrant children and youth are eligible to apply. The
due date for submission of the Intent to Apply application is March 1. Visit the Title III
Grants webpage and then click on the blue dropdown bar labeled “Intent to Apply” for
more information.
 
If you have any further questions or need any assistance, please contact your district’s
assigned consultant or email multilingual@isbe.net.
 
NEW! FY 2023 EL - Title III Immigrant Student Education Program Now Available in
IWAS
The FY 2023 EL - Title III Immigrant Student Education Program (ISEP) application is now
available in the electronic Grants Management System through the ISBE Web Application
Security (IWAS) system.
 
All eligible applicants must create and submit an application. Once you are in the IWAS
system, create your application by selecting "Year: 2023" and choosing "Create
Application." Some grants display a "Yes" checkbox that must be selected before the
"Create Application" button appears. 
 
To ensure a September 1, 2022, retroactive start date, districts must complete and submit
the application by March 1, 2023. Funds will be disbursed according to expenditure
reports that are submitted after applications are approved.
 
You can view the list of districts that qualify for the FY 2023 Title III ISEP on the
Multilingual Department webpage. A district must have at least 10 immigrant students
enrolled at the time the data was retrieved and demonstrated an increase of 3% or 50
immigrant students from the average of two previous years -- whichever is fewer -- to be
qualified. If your district is not on the eligible list, it is because it did not meet the
requirements.
 
For more information, please contact your assigned consultant or Seng Naolhu at
snaolhu@isbe.net.
 
REMINDER! FY 2023 Title III Language Instruction Educational Program
All Titl III LIEP di t i t ' f d f FY 2022 l d d d il bl t
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All Title III LIEP districts' carryover funds from FY 2022 are now loaded and available to
districts with FY 2023 LIEP budgets.

Districts with an approved FY 2023 Title III LIEP must submit a budget amendment
to rebudget any carryover funds.
Districts that do not have their budget approved can ask their assigned consultant
to send their application back so they can add the carryover funds to their FY 2023
Title III LIEP budget.
Districts whose budget was returned for correction must add the carryover funds to
the budget before resubmitting it for further review.

 
The budget amendment deadline is July 31, 2023, but the funds can only be used
retroactive to the day the amendment was received. Your ability to access the carryover
funds will depend on how quickly your amendment is accepted. Please follow the
instructions on how to create your amendment.
 
Please reach out to your district’s assigned principal consultant if you have any questions.
 
NOTE! The Use of “Other” as a Language in SIS
Districts are reminded that they should not have any students with a language listed as
“Other” in the Student Information System (SIS). Please review your SIS data to verify that
no students have “Other” for a language other than English. Please refer to this list of
language codes as you are entering data. If a student’s language is not on this list, please
contact multilingual@isbe.net and we will work with SIS to add that language.
 
REMINDER! FY 2022 EL - Title III Grant Periodic Reports (Third Quarter)
Third-quarter Title III Grant Periodic Reports (GPRs) for EL-Title III LIEP and ISEP are
now available through IWAS. The due date for this final report, with covered activities from
July 1 through Aug. 31, 2022, was Jan. 30.
 
All districts, except cooperative member districts, that received Title III funds in FY 2022
are required to submit their GPR by the deadline. For more information on how to
complete the GPR, please visit the Grant Periodic Reporting webpage. Go to the “English
Learner-Title III” dropdown under “Program Specific Information.”
 
If you have any further questions or need any assistance, please contact your district’s
assigned consultant or email the Multilingual Department at Multilingual@isbe.net.
 
Pre K-12 Bilingual and ESL Matrix
The PreK-12 Bilingual and English as a Second Language (ESL) Matrix is currently under
dual department revision; a modified version will be posted on the Multilingual webpage as
soon as possible.
 
SAVE THE DATE! Bilingual Parent Summit
The 17th Annual Statewide Summit for Bilingual Parents, which is a conference for
members of Bilingual Parent Advisory Councils and parents of English learners, will be
held on Saturday, May 6, at the Hilton Chicago Oak Brook Hills Resort & Conference
Center in Oak Brook. This is an in-person event. Registration information will be available
in late February/early March.
 

Workshops
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NEW! Pedagogia con Respeto:An Introduction to the Spanish Language
Development Framework
An in-person, half-day workshop (morning or afternoon sessions available) is scheduled
for March 14. It will be hosted by JS Morton School District, 2400 Home Avenue,
Berwyn, Illinois  60402.
 
It is designed for Spanish/English bilingual K-12 educators, administrators, and support
staff with little or no experience using the WIDA Spanish Language Development
Standards. 
 
The purpose of this half-day bilingual workshop, which will use an interactive and hands-
on approach, is to connect the theoretical and pedagogical foundations of the WIDA
Spanish Language Development Framework. Participants will reflect on current practice to
determine ways to apply the WIDA Standards and related tools, such as Las definiciones
de desempeño, to inform instruction and assessment. Enrollment is now open; go to the
ISBE Conference Signup System.
 
 
NEW! Pedagogia con Respeto: Pairing Languages and Standards to Advance
Student Learning
An in-person, two-day workshop is scheduled for March 15-16. It will be hosted
by Maywood/Melrose Park School District, 906 Walton Street, Melrose Park, Illinois 
60160.
 
It is designed for Spanish/English bilingual K-12 educators, administrators, and support
staff with some or little experience using the WIDA Spanish Language Development
Standards. This workshop will be delivered primarily in Spanish.
 
The purpose of this two-day bilingual workshop, which will use an interactive and hands-
on approach, is to connect the theoretical and pedagogical foundations of the WIDA
Language Development Standards for Spanish and English to instruction and assessment
in the bilingual classroom. Participants will reflect on current practice to determine ways to
leverage the WIDA standards and related tools, such as Los descriptores Podemos and
Can Do Descriptors, to inform curriculum design, instruction, and assessment. Enrollment
is now open; go to the ISBE Conference Signup System.
 
Early Childhood Resources
Looking for professional development related to preschool English learners?  ISBE
continues to partner with The Center: Early Childhood Professional Learning and WIDA
Early Years to provide early childhood educators and administrators with live and recorded
webinars; Administrator Academies; and self-paced, on-demand courses and
downloadable resources. That's right -- free online professional learning resources at your
fingertips! ISBE and/or Gateways credit is available.
 
For more information and to register for live sessions and access on-demand courses,
visit The Center: Early Childhood Professional Learning. Questions? Contact 
ec@cntrmail.org.
 
Opportunities for Spanish Teachers
The Spanish Ministry of Education is offering free virtual workshops for teachers of
Spanish and teachers of dual and immersion programs. These workshops cover a range
of topics that will help you develop your skills in the classroom. Please visit Actualidad for
more information and to register!

Workshops pamphlet: Talleres de universidades
Additional information: Cursos de verano

 
Professional Learning Opportunity Links

IRC free professional learning opportunities
WIDA free professional learning opportunities

Screening and Testing
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Districts Should be Transitioning to the WIDA Screener for Kindergarten
The WIDA Screener for Kindergarten was activated on Aug. 3 for districts to begin the self-
paced training and subsequent download of the screener. The training and free download
of the screening instrument are posted in the WIDA Secure Portal. Preprinted copies of
the new screener may then be purchased from the WIDA Store by district WIDA account
coordinators or district test coordinators.
 
In addition to the training, a webinar that previews the WIDA Kindergarten Screener that is
to be adopted is currently available on the WIDA Secure Portal. Once in the portal, click
“Professional Learning” and then “Webinars” in the title bar. Scroll to “Kindergarten
ACCESS for ELLs for New Test Administrators” for the webinar.
 
The WIDA Screener for Kindergarten assesses English levels of potential ELs entering
kindergarten and the first semester of Grade 1. Students who score below a 5.0 on the
oral (listening, speaking) composite for the first semester of kindergarten or 5.0 on the
overall (all four domains) composite for the second semester of kindergarten or first
semester of Grade 1 will be eligible for language support services.
 
Districts should be transitioning to the WIDA Screener for Kindergarten as we start the
second half of the 2022-23 school year. The WIDA MODEL will then be retired at the
end of the 2022-23 school year, with the WIDA Screener for Kindergarten being the only
prescribed kindergarten screener.
 
NEW!  2023 ACCESS Le�ers to Bilingual Families
The 2023 versions of the letter to parents regarding ACCESS for ELLs administration is
now available on the Multilingual Assessment webpage for districts to use in their
communication with families through the remainder of the assessment window, if they so
choose. They are in six languages, including English. See the ACCESS Resources
dropdown menu on the Multilingual Assessment webpage.
 
NOTE! 2023 ACCESS for ELLs Test Window: Jan. 11-Feb. 28
The testing window for the ACCES for ELLs is now open. Districts should have received
their testing materials starting on Jan. 5. The WIDA AMS Additional Materials ordering
window is open until Feb. 21 (outside of Chicago Public Schools). The final completed test
materials shipping date in order for scores to be delivered on time is March 7.
 
Need help finding information on ACCESS for ELLs? The WIDA Client Services Center
(CSC) is there for you! Read its latest article for answers to questions coming in to CSC
staff about ACCESS, including things like where to go to get a WIDA Secure Portal
account, find your testing window, and more.
 
WIDA asks that Local Education Agencies that have begun testing return Grades 1-3
Writing Test Booklets as soon as possible. You do not have to wait until the end of the test
window to return paper materials to Data Recognition Corp. (DRC). Returning Writing Test
Booklets to DRC early or on time helps support the quality of ACCESS for ELLs scoring
and ensures that score reports are not delayed.
 
REMINDER! Alternate ACCESS Field Test
The developers of the new Alternate ACCESS are requiring a separate field test to be
administered Feb. 14-April 17. This is to measure test items that will be included in the
operational Alternate ACCESS the following year (2023-24). The reason for the field test is
to prevent a longer single administration by breaking it into two tasks: the regular
administration of the Alternate ACCESS and the field test. The population that the
Alternate ACCESS is administered to is very small, so full participation is respectfully
requested to provide the best results for the final products that will come out to benefit our
most vulnerable dually identified learners. The products include:

Two new separate test forms of the Alternate ACCESS
The addition of an Alternate ACCESS for Kindergarten
The addition of an Alternate Screener

 
More details regarding the Alternate ACCESS field test administration can be found on the
field test webpage. Look for Candoo the field test dog on field test materials that will be
coming to your district if you have administered the Alternate ACCESS to your students
during the regular assessment window mentioned above.
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Test Monitoring Application Available
The Test Monitoring Application (TMA) has been made available in WIDA AMS for the
2022-23 screener administration. The TMA will be available for the 2022-23 ACCESS for
ELLs administration at the start of your test session setup window. Please note the
following:

The TMA is set to “None” by default, so the district or school test coordinator must
change the setting to “Required” for the test session to enable it. This is done in
WIDA AMS under Test Management > Manage Test Sessions.
Watch the recording of the Welcome Back: What’s New in 2022? Q&A webinar or
review the WIDA AMS User Guide for an in-depth overview of the TMA.

 
English Language Development Standards Framework (2020 Edition) Ready for
Implementation
This past August marked the official adoption in the Illinois Administrative Code of the
refresh of the WIDA English Language Development (ELD) Standards. The 2020 edition
of the ELD Standards replaces the 2012 Amplified ELD Standards that was in rules.
Implementation of the framework at the local level should begin this year. Kristopher
Stewart from WIDA presented on the standards and their application at the State Bilingual
Directors Meeting. A PDF copy of the framework can be downloaded from the WIDA
webpage in the Resource Library. Additional professional development is available from
WIDA through the WIDA Secure Portal and the Multilingual District Resources webpage
under the “Professional Development “dropdown. The 2020 Framework will be reflected in
the ACCESS refresh in 2025-26.
 
WIDA/DRC Customer Service Hours

WIDA Client Services Center is available 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday.
DRC Customer Service is available 7 a.m.-6 p.m.

Seal of Biliteracy

Seal of Biliteracy Applications
Applications for participation in the Illinois State Seal of Biliteracy are due by Oct. 1 every
school year. If your school would still like to administer the Seal at graduation but didn’t
apply this year, you can still complete an application but must additionally send
confirmation to biliteracy@isbe.net. This confirmation email must include assurance that
the coordinator of the program has watched the SY 2022-23 webinar. It must also include
a link to your school’s website to indicate where the program is publicized.
 
Identify Potential Recipients
Do you have former EL students who have maintained their home language and received
a 4.8 on the ACCESS test? They may be eligible for the Seal. Look into proficiency
options for the home languages of your EL students and help increase equity of access to
this distinction. Look for underclassmen who are close to meeting their ACCESS
benchmark and have potential to reach Seal qualifications before graduation.
 
Publicize Your Program
Do your students and their parents know about the opportunity to earn the Seal of
Biliteracy and that it counts as college credit at public universities in Illinois? Reach out to
parents, Bilingual Parent Advisory Committees, and your World Languages Department,
and discuss the opportunity at college/career meetings with your students. Post
information clearly on your website to make the program easily identifiable and accessible.
ISBE has recently created one-pagers with at-a-glance information about the program.
These can be found in the Resources section of our Illinois State Seal of Biliteracy
webpage. Feel free to distribute to parents, teachers, and students, use on your website,
etc.

Migrant Education Program

http://link.isbe._kewVEYT6JNA
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http://link.isbe.net/c/7/eyJhaSI6OTAyMDg4NDQsImUiOiJtdWx0aWxpbmd1YWxAaXNiZS5uZXQiLCJyaSI6ImNvbnRhY3QtNjA2ZWYwZDc3NjJiZWIxMWE4MTMwMDIyNDgwOGI3OGMtZGQ4MjhjMWQ3NTk0NGQ2ODg3ZTBmMmZjMjdjNWIzYTMiLCJycSI6IjAyLWIyMzA0MC0wNTM5ZmZiMzM4NjU0ZGQxODNmZGIyNjBjOTFjN2Y2NCIsInBoIjpudWxsLCJtIjp0cnVlLCJ1aSI6IjI2IiwidW4iOiIiLCJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93aWRhLndpc2MuZWR1L3Jlc291cmNlcy93aWRhLWVuZ2xpc2gtbGFuZ3VhZ2UtZGV2ZWxvcG1lbnQtc3RhbmRhcmRzLWZyYW1ld29yay0yMDIwLWVkaXRpb24_X2NsZGVlPTVKZFhSamNpbW04VXNLR1owR3NVNUNnRl9ndGNzQ3ZsaTBvaS1nT1BxbnVQcGc3Uk9wWkRPQlF6WWNlNzFRMEomcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC02MDZlZjBkNzc2MmJlYjExYTgxMzAwMjI0ODA4Yjc4Yy1kZDgyOGMxZDc1OTQ0ZDY4ODdlMGYyZmMyN2M1YjNhMyZlc2lkPTM3MzEwMzU3LWQ4YTctZWQxMS1hYWQxLTAwMGQzYTMxNDhmYiJ9/Hcnh_GyckryGuTyNDcZ-aw
http://link.isbe.
mailto:biliteracy@isbe.net
http://link.isbe.net/c/7/eyJhaSI6OTAyMDg4NDQsImUiOiJtdWx0aWxpbmd1YWxAaXNiZS5uZXQiLCJyaSI6ImNvbnRhY3QtNjA2ZWYwZDc3NjJiZWIxMWE4MTMwMDIyNDgwOGI3OGMtZGQ4MjhjMWQ3NTk0NGQ2ODg3ZTBmMmZjMjdjNWIzYTMiLCJycSI6IjAyLWIyMzA0MC0wNTM5ZmZiMzM4NjU0ZGQxODNmZGIyNjBjOTFjN2Y2NCIsInBoIjpudWxsLCJtIjp0cnVlLCJ1aSI6IjI4IiwidW4iOiIiLCJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaXNiZS5uZXQvUGFnZXMvSWxsaW5vaXMtU3RhdGUtU2VhbC1vZi1CaWxpdGVyYWN5LmFzcHg_X2NsZGVlPTVKZFhSamNpbW04VXNLR1owR3NVNUNnRl9ndGNzQ3ZsaTBvaS1nT1BxbnVQcGc3Uk9wWkRPQlF6WWNlNzFRMEomcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC02MDZlZjBkNzc2MmJlYjExYTgxMzAwMjI0ODA4Yjc4Yy1kZDgyOGMxZDc1OTQ0ZDY4ODdlMGYyZmMyN2M1YjNhMyZlc2lkPTM3MzEwMzU3LWQ4YTctZWQxMS1hYWQxLTAwMGQzYTMxNDhmYiJ9/ZPArTbwQIcfID61koZ3fzQ
http://link.isbe.net/c/7/eyJhaSI6OTAyMDg4NDQsImUiOiJtdWx0aWxpbmd1YWxAaXNiZS5uZXQiLCJyaSI6ImNvbnRhY3QtNjA2ZWYwZDc3NjJiZWIxMWE4MTMwMDIyNDgwOGI3OGMtZGQ4MjhjMWQ3NTk0NGQ2ODg3ZTBmMmZjMjdjNWIzYTMiLCJycSI6IjAyLWIyMzA0MC0wNTM5ZmZiMzM4NjU0ZGQxODNmZGIyNjBjOTFjN2Y2NCIsInBoIjpudWxsLCJtIjp0cnVlLCJ1aSI6IjI5IiwidW4iOiIiLCJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaXNiZS5uZXQvUGFnZXMvSWxsaW5vaXMtU3RhdGUtU2VhbC1vZi1CaWxpdGVyYWN5LmFzcHg_X2NsZGVlPTVKZFhSamNpbW04VXNLR1owR3NVNUNnRl9ndGNzQ3ZsaTBvaS1nT1BxbnVQcGc3Uk9wWkRPQlF6WWNlNzFRMEomcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC02MDZlZjBkNzc2MmJlYjExYTgxMzAwMjI0ODA4Yjc4Yy1kZDgyOGMxZDc1OTQ0ZDY4ODdlMGYyZmMyN2M1YjNhMyZlc2lkPTM3MzEwMzU3LWQ4YTctZWQxMS1hYWQxLTAwMGQzYTMxNDhmYiJ9/i_4LUJ3g4zDCkZG8iuSs1Q


Migrant Children Services
Please help us to locate migrant children who may be eligible for services of the state Title
I, Part C, Migrant Education Program. Migrant children have moved:

from one district to another and one residence to another
within the past three years
due to economic necessity
with a parent, spouse, or guardian who is a migrant agricultural worker or on their
own as migrant agricultural workers

 
School districts can help ISBE and the Migrant Education Program to identify migrant
children in Illinois by using the MEP Referral System or scanning the QR code below.
Districts may refer families who are potentially eligible for the program. The program will
arrange for a certified migrant child recruiter to interview the family to determine eligibility.

World Languages

Ethnic Language Schools
Ethnic Language Schools have moved over to the Multilingual Department. Information
regarding Ethnic Language Schools can be found on the World Languages webpage. 
 
What is an Ethnic Language School?
An Ethnic Language School is a part-time private program that teaches the language of a
particular ethnic group as well as the culture, geography, history, and other aspects of the
culture of that ethnic group. An Ethnic Language School may seek approval to show that
the language instruction offered is equivalent in content, rigor, etc., to world language
instruction offered at a public high school.
 
What are the requirements for approval?

A minimum of 120 hours per student of instruction in language (and culture) is
required for this approval.
A completed SY 2022-23 application for Ethnic School Foreign Language Program
Approval.

 
How do I complete the application?
A step-by-step presentation is available under the Resources blue bar on the World
Languages page. This presentation is available in English, Bulgarian, Chinese, Greek,
Hindi, Hungarian, Lithuanian, Polish, Russian, Telugu, and Ukrainian. 
 
When is the application due?
Applications were due Nov. 1, 2022, and were to be submitted to Jay Reinoso
at jreinoso@isbe.net. Please contact Mr. Reinoso if you wish to receive approval for the
2022-23 school year but missed the application deadline.
 
Please forward any questions regarding Ethnic Language Schools to Jay Reinoso
at jreinoso@isbe.net. A list of approved schools for SY 2021-22 is available on the World
Languages page under the Ethnic Language Schools blue bar. If you are aware of a
school that is not on this list, please forward them this information. Thank you for your
support of ethnic language schools and language acquisition.

http://link.isbe.-d3C4YJQ
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Visiting International Teachers

VIT Program Extension Deadline
The deadline to submit program extension requests and paperwork for those VITs in their
third year is Feb. 17. Please reach out to exchangteachers@isbe.net if you have any
questions.

The Illinois State Board of Education is the State Education Agency for Illinois. Our mission is to provide
each and every child with safe and healthy learning conditions, great educators, and equitable
opportunities by practicing data-informed stewardship of resources and policy development, all done in
partnership with educators, families, and stakeholders.
 
Click here to change your Subscription Preferences. Click here to unsubscribe.
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