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English Learners/Bilingual Education
Announcements

Bilingual Program Directors Meeting Registration Now Open!

The Bilingual Program Directors Meeting is Sept. 26-28. We encourage administrators and representatives from
Regional Offices of Education and charter schools serving English learners (Els) to attend. The registration deadline
is Sept. 15. See Bilingual Program Directors Meeting - 245501010

NOTE: The Use of ‘Other’ as a Language in SIS

Districts are reminded that they should not have any students with a language listed as “Other” in the Student
Information System (SIS). Please review your SIS data to verify that no students have “Other” for a language other
than English. Refer to this list of language codes as you are entering data. If a student’s language is not on this list,
you can contact multilingual@isbe.net and we will work with SIS to add that language.

NEW: OELA Newcomers Tool Kit
The Office of English Language Acquisition (OELA) just released an updated Newcomer Toolkit to help districts and
schools support newcomer students.

NEW: The Multilingual/Language Development Department has released a Bilingual Parent
Advisory Committee (BPAC) FAQ document. It addresses key inquiries pertaining to a BPAC and
offers clear insights into the mission, requirements, and functions of such a committee. It serves to
further guide districts and parents in their efforts to foster an inclusive and effective educational
environment for students enrolled in Transitional Bilingual Education programs across lllinois.
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FY 2023 Grant Periodic Report for Title Ill programs

Districts that received one or more of the Title Ill grants listed below in fiscal year 2022 and/or FY 2023 are required to
submit an FY 2023 annual Grant Periodic Report (GPR) to ISBE for each of the grants that was received in FY 2022 and/or
FY 2023.

e Title Ill Language Instruction Educational Program
e Title lll Immigrant Student Education Program
e Title Il Bilingual Education Award

Please note that you must complete and upload the corresponding template to the FY 2023 Grant Periodic
Report. Your FY 2023 GPR will not be considered for approval without this template. Please see the Program Specific
Information on the ISBE Grant Periodic Reporting webpage to access the templates and for further instruction.

You may also contact the Multilingual/Language Development Department at Multilingual@isbe.net or 312-814-3850 if
you have any questions or need any assistance.

REPORTING TOOLS

ANNUAL GRANT PERIODIC REPORT FOR TITLE Il (LIEP, ISEP, AND BEA)

The GPR templates for Period 2 of FY 2022 and Period 1 of FY 2023 Language Instruction Educational Program (LIEP);
Immigrant Student Education Program (ISEP), if applicable; and Bilingual Education Award (BEA), if applicable, grants are
now ready for use. Please read the following carefully.

There are two tabs on each GPR template. Templates are found in the Reporting Tools section under Title Il dropdown
on the Grant Periodic Reporting webpage.

e One tabis for reporting on just Period 2 of FY 2022 -- July 1 to Aug. 31, 2022. This period was not available to be
reported in IWAS until now.

e The second tab is for reporting Period 1 activities of FY 2023 -- Sept. 1, 2022, to June 30, 2023.

e Both tabs must be completed, as applicable to your district, to be approved

ISBE-Sponsored WIDA Professional Development

WIDA self-paced workshops for FY 2024 are available from now through Aug. 31, 2024. Log in to your WIDA Secure
Portal to register for the self-paced workshops. If you do not have a WIDA Portal, please contact sserrano@isbe.net.

WIDA FY 2024 Professional Development Facilitated Virtual Workshops and in-person workshops are available.
Click here to register.

Early Childhood Resources

Free online professional learning resources are at your fingertips!

ISBE continues to partner with The Center: Early Childhood Professional Learning and WIDA to provide early
childhood educators and administrators with live and recorded webinars; Administrator Academies; self-paced,
on-demand courses; and downloadable resources. ISBE and/or Gateways credits are available. Visit The Center:
Early Childhood Professional Learning for more information and to register for live sessions.

WIDA Early Years resources for preschool-age children have been available at WIDA’s new Teaching
in PreK-3 webpage since July 1.

WIDA have offered two new preK-3 resources since Sept. 1.
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1. Exploring the WIDA PreK-3 Essential Actions will introduce educators to the new WIDA PreK-3 Essential
Actions. Educators will have an opportunity to build their knowledge and understanding of the Essential
Actions and to reflect on their own ideologies, practices, and settings. Access to the course will require a
WIDA Secure Portal account. Contact assessment@isbe.net for information about how to set up a WIDA
Secure Portal account and access this and other WIDA self-paced offerings.

2. Are We Ready? will support preK-3 educators to promote and provide equitable transitions for multilingual
children and their families as they move through preK-3. This resource will be available on the WIDA
website.

Questions? Contact ec@cntrmail.org.

Opportunities for Spanish Teachers

The Spanish Ministry of Education is offering free virtual workshops for teachers of Spanish dual and immersion
programs. These workshops cover a range of topics that will help you develop your skills in the classroom. Please
visit Actualidad for more information and to register!

e Workshops pamphlet: Talleres de universidades
e Additional information: Cursos de verano

Professional Learning Opportunity Links
e |RC free professional learning opportunities
e WIDA free professional learning opportunities

Screening and Testing

WIDA Screener for Kindergarten

The WIDA Screener for Kindergarten is now the only recognized English screener to be used for identifying potential
English learner students entering kindergarten or first semester first grade for the 2023-24 school year moving
forward. Any new administration of the WIDA MODEL K will not be recognized as a valid screener.

The WIDA Screener for Kindergarten training and free download of the screening instrument are posted in the WIDA
Secure Portal. Preprinted copies of the new screener may then be purchased from the WIDA Store by district WIDA
account coordinators or district test coordinators.

In addition to the training, a webinar that previews the WIDA Kindergarten Screener is available on the WIDA Secure
Portal. Once in the portal, click “Professional Learning” and then “Webinars” in the title bar. Scroll to “Kindergarten
ACCESS for ELLs for New Test Administrators” for the webinar.

The WIDA Screener for Kindergarten assesses English levels of potential ELs entering kindergarten and the first
semester of Grade 1. Students who score below a 5.0 on the oral (listening, speaking) composite for the first
semester of kindergarten or 5.0 on the overall (all four domains) composite for the second semester of kindergarten
or first semester of Grade 1 will be eligible for language support services.

Final Results of the 2023 ACCESS for ELLs posted on SIS

Results for ACCESS for ELLs, lllinois’ English language development assessment, are in SIS and can be accessed
through IWAS. These scores may be used to make placement and programming decisions for the 2023-24 school
year. There has been a delay in applying the 2023 ACCESS results to the EL Indicator in SIS. Thank you for your
patience waiting for the indicator to be updated.

Three Redesigned ACCESS training courses available September 1

WIDA made changes this summer to three ACCESS training courses. For those of you who have been waiting with eager
anticipation for the release of these courses, the wait is over! Keep reading to get an idea of what changes (and
improvements!) you’ll encounter as you go through the training courses.
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e The Online ACCESS for ELLs: Administration and Paper ACCESS for ELLs: Administration courses are completely
redesigned and are more user friendly and accessible.

e WIDA aligned the courses with best practices for adult learners, so that you have more control over your
learning.

e The refreshed design includes a greater variety of interactions, more engaging content, and streamlined
course navigation, and takes less time to complete!

e  WIDA significantly revised the Alternate ACCESS: Administration and Scoring training course to support the
redesigned Alternate ACCESS.

e WIDA made the content more engaging and accessible and its service dog, Candoo, guides you through
the learning process.

Wondering about certification?
e All WIDA Alternate ACCESS test administrators will need to certify on the redesigned training course to be
ready to administer the redesigned assessment.

e If you’ll administer ACCESS Online or Paper this year, review the 2023-24 ACCESS for ELLs Checklist to learn
about any updated certification requirements.

Read What to know: WIDA assessments in 2023-24 school year to learn more about the training courses and other assessment
updates.

Back to school 2023-24: Assess, teach, grow with WIDA

This summer flew by fast. We're sad to see it go, but excited for the new school year! Want a quick synopsis of what you need
to know to assess, teach, and grow with WIDA this school year? Read more in Back to school 2023-24: Assess, teach, grow with
WIDA.

Secure your virtual seat at the 2023 WIDA Annual Conference!

The 2023 WIDA Annual Conference virtual track includes one full day of live sessions on October 18, a live stream of the in-
person keynote presentations and recording-only access after the event. Space is limited, learn more and register on the 2023
WIDA Annual Conference website.

Enter to win! WIDA is giving away one 2023 WIDA Annual Conference virtual registration. Learn how you can win on Facebook.

2023-2024 ACCESS for ELLs manuals available this week

The ACCESS for ELLs Test Administrator Manual, District and School Test Coordinator Manual, and Test Administrator
Essentials have been updated for the 2023-24 testing year and will be available in the WIDA Secure Portal this week.

e New to WIDA? WIDA recommends new test administrators and new test coordinators read through the
sections of the manual relevant to their role in testing.

e Just need a refresher? Experienced test administrators and coordinators should review the updates in the “New
for the 2023-2024 School Year” section and review other sections, as needed.

e Administering WIDA Alternate ACCESS this year? All WIDA Alternate test administrators should read Part 2,
Section 7 of the Test Administrator Manual in its entirety as they complete the redesigned training course.

English Language Development Standards Framework (2020 Edition)
e A PDF copy of the framework can be downloaded from the WIDA webpage in the Resource Library.
Additional professional development is available through the WIDA Secure Portal and the Multilingual District
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Resources webpage under the “Professional Development” dropdown. The 2020 framework will be reflected
in the ACCESS refresh in 2025-26.

WIDA/DRC Customer Service Hours

e WIDA Client Services Center is available 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday — Friday.
e DRC Customer Service is available 7 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday -- Friday.

Seal of Biliteracy

School year 2024 Seal of Biliteracy Application available
This year’s Seal of Biliteracy application is now available in SIS.

Several Assessments Approved for Standard Assessment Method
Standardized assessments for Latin, American Sign Language, Lithuanian, and Dutch have been approved recently.
Please see our published list of approved assessments for more information.

Visiting International Teacher Program

New Visiting International Teachers
One hundred new Visiting International Teachers (VITs) have all arrived and are now teaching in 30 school districts
across the state; please join us in welcoming them and their families to the great state of lllinois!

This year’s new VIT orientations are coming up on Sept. 9 and 16 at the West40 Intermediate Service Center's new
building in Maywood. All new VITs are required to attend and have received their assigned dates with related
guidance. Aside from those presenting, we ask that only the new J-1 VITs attend these sessions due to limitations on
space.

If they have not already, please remind any new VITs to complete their License Registration in your district’s region.

Returning Visiting International Teachers
Please contact us at exchangeteachers@isbe.net if any returning VITs in your district have changed positions or
schools since last school year. VITs must also update ISBE with any such changes by submitting the Form 95-89.

Is your district interested in joining the VIT program?

We will soon begin planning and recruiting VITs for the 2024-25 school year. We encourage new school districts
interested in joining the program to reach out to us at exchangeteachers@isbe.net to learn more and discuss next
steps.
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