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 Illinois created its Early Learning Council by statute in 2003.
 In 2006 the Council released its signature report, "Preschool for All." 
 Illinois now has permanent Preschool for All legislation charting a 

course to preschool service for all 3- and 4-year-olds.
 The Preschool for All law includes a set-aside for infant-toddler 

programs that will grow to 20% as appropriations increase.
 After releasing the Preschool for All report in 2006, the Council re-

aligned its committee structure, supported in part by a grant from the 
National Governors Association.

 Data initiatives have always been a priority of the Council.
 One major project the Council has supported is the Illinois Early 

Childhood Asset Map (http://iecam.crc.uiuc.edu/), which the Council 
called for in 2005.  It was launched in 2007.

 IECAM "provides a comprehensive picture of early care and education 
services in Illinois by combining up-to-date demographic information 
with early childhood program information from state agencies, Head 
Start, and private sector child care."

 IECAM is supported by the state and used by the state to inform 
resource allocation.

Background of the Illinois Early Learning Council

http://iecam.crc.uiuc.edu/�
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 The Head Start Act reauthorization in 2007 assigned tasks to state 
advisory councils, including Illinois' Early Learning Council.

 One task the Illinois Early Learning Council felt it was not adequately 
addressing was the requirement that it prepare "recommendations 
regarding the establishment of a unified data collection system for 
public early childhood education and development programs and 
services."

 In 2008, the Early Learning Council created a Data Work Group to 
prepare recommendations regarding a unified data system.
 The work group's membership is meant to be broad and inclusive.  State 

agencies, researchers, and advocates have all been among the active 
participants in its discussions.

Creation of the IELC Data Work Group
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 The Work Group has focused on an early learning data system that 
would link multiple agencies and programs.

 The system would include unique identifiers for students, personnel, and 
programs, which could all be linked as appropriate.

 The unified system would link existing data systems, rather than create 
a unitary system.

 The Work Group developed a draft list of potential end users, who 
would have varying levels of access to the system.

 Our focus is on planning for a system that meets the different needs of 
multiple end users, including parents, providers, policymakers, and 
researchers.

 The Work Group developed a draft list of potential data elements 
that a unified system might include.

The Focus of the IELC Data Work Group
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 In 2009 Illinois passed the P-20 Longitudinal Data Systems Act, 
which provides a framework for connecting data from early 
learning to K-12 to higher education and workforce.
 The Act not only requires the inclusion of early learning data in the 

longitudinal data system, it specifically references the Council's 
obligation under the Head Start Act:  "Public Law 110-134 requires the 
Illinois Early Learning Council to develop recommendations regarding the 
establishment of a unified data collection system for public early 
childhood education and development programs and services throughout 
this State, and those efforts should be coordinated with the 
development of this State's longitudinal data system."

 The Act creates an Advisory Committee on which the Early Learning 
Council is represented.

 The Longitudinal Data System already includes Preschool for All 
programs serving 3- and 4-year-olds.  In 2010 Illinois was awarded a 
federal Institute of Education Sciences grant that will allow it to add 
infant/toddler programs to the Longitudinal Data System.

Connecting to the Longitudinal Data System



6

 The ARRA has provided grants to state advisory councils to 
support a variety of projects.  Illinois has chosen to use $600,000 
of its grant to help develop a unified early childhood data system.

 The primary use of grant funds will be to hire a contractor with 
the expertise to design a technical architecture for a unified data 
system.

 The work plan for the grant contemplates an active relationship 
between the contractor and the Work Group, with the Work 
Group helping to resolve key policy issues as the technical work 
unfolds.

 When the grant period is complete, Illinois expects to have a plan 
for a unified early childhood data system that links to its 
longitudinal data system.

The IELC's State Advisory Council Grant
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With new state and federal mandates to create a unified, statewide data collection system, 
Illinois must integrate existing and develop new systems for early childhood education and care 
programs funded in Illinois.  The OECD and Council envision this system as linking to other 
education and human services data systems, providing a comprehensive and complete picture of 
publicly-funded programs and services for young children and families in Illinois.  In addition, 
uniform data collection across early childhood systems would allow the state to monitor trends 
over time and make informed policy decisions to enhance access to and the quality of programs 
serving children, ages birth to five, and their families.

To ensure Illinois meets those federal and state requirements, the Council created the 
Early Childhood Data Work Group that is charged with creating recommendations for a birth-to-
five data system.  To support these efforts, Illinois will develop and begin to implement a plan to 
create a unified early childhood data system that integrates current systems and provides new 
data on Illinois' birth-to-five programs.  The three-year goal is to design an early childhood data 
system that would enable:

• Data collection on children from birth to age five who are receiving state- or federally-funded 
early childhood services;

• Data collection on programs serving children, ages birth to five, that receive state or federal 
funds, including data on practitioners working in these programs;

• Varying levels of user access to system information; and

• The integration of current data systems (e.g. early childhood care and education, health, 
child welfare, etc.).

The IELC's State Advisory Council Grant
What we're trying to accomplish (narrative from Council grant application)
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 Illinois is fortunate to have some strengths to build on:

 Real leadership from top state agencies;

 A strong group of engaged stakeholders; and

 A plan for moving forward, and some federal resources to help execute 
that plan.

 One key lesson:  Get buy-in right at the outset not only from top 
leaders, but from those who will need to participate in the 
process.

 While we have made progress in the last few years, we still have a 
long way to go.

 Implementation challenges ahead include governance, privacy, ensuring 
accuracy, developing interfaces for multiple end users, and training 
personnel to use the system.

Where We Are and Where We're Going
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