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Educational & Workforce Realities

» Majority of U.S. students are underperforming academically
» Skill demands are changing in the U.S. labor market

» Employers complain that there are shortages in key jobs and many
new hires lack workplace skills

» U.S. workforce not keeping up with international competition
» How money is spent in education impacts the results achieved

» Governors can lead the way to connect education and workforce
and work differently to get better results for far more students
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Performance & Communication Problems
NAEP & State Proficiency Levels - 4 Grade Reading - 2013 data
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U.S. Students Lag Behind Int’l Peers
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Skills of U.S. Adults Also Lag Int’l Peers

Numeracy Results - PIAAC
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Connecting Academic & Workforce Performance

Linking ‘06 math scores on PISA & ‘12 numeracy scores on Survey of Adult Skills

United States
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Increasing Need for More Education Nationally

% of U.S. Workforce by Educational Attainment
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Illinois’ Challenge Ahead
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Keeping the end in mind...

High-quality postsecondary education
(certification or degree)
Is the “New Minimum”
for access to the middle-class and beyond
and
what employers need to grow and flourish
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