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lllinois approach to
bilingual education

e lllinois law has required the provision of
bilingual education services since 1973

e State requires two different program models
e Transitional bilingual education
e Transitional program of instruction



The number of
English learners in IL

e 206,209 English learners in FY16

e The number of ELs has grown by more than 30
percent since 2005

e 10.4 percent of all students in lllinois

e ELs are being served in more than 80 counties



English learners by

grade span
Pre K-3rd 68.7%
4th-6th 13.7%
7th-8th 7.9%

9th-12th 9.7%



English learners
across lllinois




State Funding for
Bilingual Education

$78

Millions
&
\l
(@)]

$74

$72

$70

$68

$66

$64

$62

$60

75.7

A

/

[\

/ .1

66.6 66{6

5 \
34 63.4 63.4 63.4 63.7 63.7

62}/ —— 62.2

FYO4 FYO5 FYO6 FYO7 FYO8 FY09 FY10 FY1l1l FY12 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17



Under-investing In
bilingual education

e Bilingual education is prorated at 63 percent
because the total cost of reimbursable
expenses exceeds the state appropriation.

e Fully funding bilingual education would cost
$100.9 million, an increase of $37.2 million
from the FY17 appropriation.



Criteria for evaluating
reform models

Does it maintain article14C of the school code?

Does it require ISBE to review and approve
school districts’ bilingual education programs?

Does It Increase the state’s investment in ELS?

Does it require districts to account for the use
of resources intended to serve ELS?



Comparison of
reform models

State funding for bilingual education under different reform models

Funding lllinois Future
Proposal (SB231)

Evidence-Based
Model (HB3190)

Variable in a funding

Method of state support for bilingual education formula Unclear
Student weight applied to English learners 0.2 Unclear
State funding determined by individual student count Yes Yes
Does the reform maintain non-funding provisions of

Article 14C? Yes Unclear
Does the reform require ISBE to preapprove school

districts bilingual education programs? Yes Unclear
Does the reform increase state funding for bilingual Yes, funding would

education exceed $75 million Unclear
Does the reform require accounting and reporting on

resources associated with ELS? Yes Unclear
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