
 
 

Reprinted with permission from the Connections Project; Learning Communities for All Children,  
California Institute on Human Services, Sonoma State University. 

 OPEN-ENDED QUESTIONS 

 
Following are open-ended questions/statements that can be written on sentence strips and 
placed up high on the wall of the room. Or, the list can be placed on a clipboard in an interest 
area as a quick reference for adults who are interacting with children. 

 
 

Can you think of another way? 

What might you try instead? 

Where could we do that? 

Tell me about your… 

What can you tell me about…? 

What does it remind you of? 

What does this make you think of? 

What are some different things you could try? 

What do you think would happen if…? 

How did you think of that? 

What can you tell me about the things you have? 

How are you going to do that? 

Show me what you could do with… 

Is there anything else you could do/use? 
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Can you think of 

another way? 

 
What might you  

try instead? 

 
Where could we  

do that? 
 

Tell me about your… 

 
What can you  

tell me about…? 

 
What does it  

remind you of? 

 
What does this  

make you think of? 

 
What are some 
different things  
you could try? 
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What do you think 
would happen if…? 

 
How did you  
think of that? 

 
What can you tell  

me about the  
things you have? 

 
How are you  

going to do that? 

 
Show me what you 

could do with… 

 
Is there anything else 

you could do/use? 
 


