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Register for ISBE’s Jan. 21 Webinar 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced 
a new addition to “The Road to Successful Menu Plan-
ning for School Meals” Team Nutrition training series 
to help schools plan and implement menus that sup-
port updates to the school nutrition standards. The 
new 15-minute training covers ”Identifying Top Sources 
of Added Sugars and Simple Swaps.” 

This training series includes quarterly one-hour live 
(and recorded) webinars co-hosted with the Institute 
of Child Nutrition, and short on-demand trainings. Both 
are designed to provide school nutrition professionals 
with quick tips, tools, and knowledge needed to meet 

the nutrition standards for added sugars and sodium 
and to help create a road map for successful school 
menu planning now through School Year 2027-28. 

Watch this recorded one-hour webinar with the Insti-
tute of Child Nutrition: Creating Your Road Map to 
School Menu Planning Success! And check out all of the 
short (about 15 minutes each), on-demand trainings.  

These trainings and more are also available at the Insti-
tute of Child Nutrition’s iLearn portal and USDA’s Pro-
fessional Standards Training Database. Check out the 
USDA Team Nutrition’s website for more menu plan-
ning, nutrition education, and promotion materials. 

& MENU PLANNING 

Join the Illinois State Board of Education Nutrition De-

partment staff for a “SNP Meal Pattern Overview & 

Updates” webinar from 2-3 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 21. Reg-

istration is underway online; click here to sign up.  

Attendees will learn about the upcoming changes to 

the school nutrition standards from the Final Rule – 

Child Nutrition Programs: Meal Patterns Consistent 

With the 2020-2025 Dietary Guidelines for Americans.  

This training will cover National School Lunch Program, 

School Breakfast Program, and Special Milk Program 

meal pattern and nutrition standards for the next sev-

eral school years.  

‘The Road to Successful Menu Planning for School Meals’ 

https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/schoolmeals/training/menu-planning
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/schoolmeals/training/menu-planning
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VrfDcm8oREs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VrfDcm8oREs
https://theicn.docebosaas.com/learn/courses/448/usda-creating-your-road-map-to-school-menu-planning-success-september-2024
https://theicn.docebosaas.com/learn/courses/448/usda-creating-your-road-map-to-school-menu-planning-success-september-2024
https://theicn.docebosaas.com/learn
https://theicn.docebosaas.com/learn
https://professionalstandards.fns.usda.gov/
https://professionalstandards.fns.usda.gov/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/team-nutrition
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4918738277873709397
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4918738277873709397
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/fr-042524
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/fr-042524
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/fr-042524


 

 

NEWS BITES 
TRANSLATED APPLICATIONS 

The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture added 
10 additional lan-
guages to its “Translated Model 
School Meals Application” webpage. 
The application documents are pro-
vided as a template to assist local 
agencies in serving households 
where English is not spoken as a 
primary language. Households may 
also download these resources di-
rectly to be filled out and submitted 
to their local school district. 
  

PHOTO OF THE WEEK 
 
Want to see your 
school featured 
as the Illinois 
State Board of 
Education’s Pho-
to of the Week? 
1. Capture the moment. (Make sure 
your camera is horizontal.) 2. En-
sure all students featured have a 
signed photo consent form on file. 
3. Email the photo in jpg form to 
photos@isbe.net. Don’t forget to 
include a description of the photo.     

 

DIETARY GUIDELINES 

The Scientific Report of the 2025 
Dietary Guidelines Advisory Com-
mittee is available on DietaryGuide-
lines.gov. The report contains the 
2025 Dietary Guidelines Advisory 
Committee’s independent, evidence
-based findings and advice to the 
U.S. Department of Health and Hu-
man Services and the USDA. The 
Scientific Report, alongside public 
comments and federal agency in-
put, will inform the two depart-
ments as they develop the Dietary 
Guidelines for Americans, 2025-
2030, which is expected to be pub-
lished in late 2025. 
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Next ISBE SNP 

Update Feb. 5 

Shine a Spotlight  

on Your School District 

Join Illinois State Board of Education 
Nutrition Department staff for up-
dates on the School Nutrition Pro-
grams. The next ISBE SNP Update 
webinar is scheduled for 2-3 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 5. 

Registration is underway on the ISBE 
website. You can sign up for the Feb-
ruary webinar as well as ISBE SNP 
Updates in the first weeks of March, 
April, and May at the same link 
above.  

We’ll cover important reminders and 
hot topics. Attendees can submit 
questions during the presentation to 
be answered by staff as we present.  

Recordings of the fall 2024 ISBE SNP 
Updates are available on the ISBE 

Nutrition Department’s SNP Training 
and Professional Standards webpage. 

In case you missed it, the November 
ISBE SNP Update included a refresher 
on preparing for an Administrative 
Review. The list of School Food Au-
thorities Selected for School Year 
2024-25 Administrative Review is 
available on the Monitoring and Re-
view Information webpage. Here you 
can also find a “Preparing for an Ad-
ministrative Review” resource guide 
and other resources, including a Q&A 
document, Administrative Review 
checklists, and recorded trainings. 
You can also review Section L of the 
School Nutrition Programs Adminis-
trative Handbook for guidance on 
reviews.  

The Healthy Meals Incen-
tives (HMI) Recognition 
Awards recognize and cele-
brate school nutrition pro-
grams across the country 
that are making a differ-
ence in the lives of their students.  

From creative menu solutions to in-
novative nutrition education and 
more, share the success story of 
your school nutrition team by apply-
ing for a Recognition Award! Explore 
the map of awardees, which includes 

five districts from Illinois. 

To learn more about the 
awards, visit healthymealsin-
centives.org. 

Apply for an award by June 
30 to be eligible to attend the Fall 
2025 Healthy Meals Summit in Las 
Vegas. 

SFAs are eligible to apply if they par-
ticipate in the National School Lunch 
Program and/or School Breakfast 
Program. 

https://www.fns.usda.gov/schoolmeals/model-application/translations
https://www.fns.usda.gov/schoolmeals/model-application/translations
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Weekly-Message-Display-Form-V5.aspx?ItemId=431
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Weekly-Message-Display-Form-V5.aspx?ItemId=431
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Weekly-Message-Display-Form-V5.aspx?ItemId=431
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Weekly-Message-Display-Form-V5.aspx?ItemId=431
mailto:photos@isbe.net
https://www.dietaryguidelines.gov/2025-advisory-committee-report?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.dietaryguidelines.gov/2025-advisory-committee-report?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/5845845379050237016
https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/5845845379050237016
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/snp-training.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/snp-training.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/snp-review-plan.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/snp-review-plan.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/snp-review-plan.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Nutrition-Monitoring-and-Review.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Nutrition-Monitoring-and-Review.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Preparing-for-an-Administrative-Review.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Preparing-for-an-Administrative-Review.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/SchoolNutritionAdminHandbook.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/SchoolNutritionAdminHandbook.aspx
https://healthymealsincentives.org/recognition-awards/
https://healthymealsincentives.org/recognition-awards/
https://healthymealsincentives.org/recognition-awards/
https://healthymealsincentives.org/recognitionawardees/
https://healthymealsincentives.org/recognition-awards/
https://healthymealsincentives.org/recognition-awards/
https://healthymealsincentives.org/fall-2025-summit/
https://healthymealsincentives.org/fall-2025-summit/
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It is a good time to remind districts 
about the rules and recommendations 
providing meals during e-learning days 
as we experience colder temperatures 
and winter weather. 

Providing meals during e-learning days 
is not required. However, providing 
meals can be an important part of a 
student’s day, regardless of whether 
instruction is in person or via electron-
ic means. As such, districts are encour-
aged to offer meals to all enrolled stu-
dents during e-learning days to the 
extent practical and possible and ac-
cording to the individual needs of 
each student. 

If a district or school switches to e-
learning/remote learning for any un-
anticipated school closure (COVID-19, 
fire, flooding, weather related {heat, 
cold, snow}, strikes, etc.), the district 
may offer meals to all enrolled stu-
dents. To receive federal reimburse-
ment, the school district must submit 
a waiver request through the Web-
Based Illinois Nutrition System (WINS) 
and may offer non-congregate meals 
to all enrolled students under the Na-
tional School Lunch Program and 
School Breakfast Program. Meals 
offered must continue to meet the 
federal program requirements. Dis-
tricts must continue to charge, track, 

and claim meals provided by individu-
al student eligibility. CEP approved 
sites must track and claim meals daily. 

For the waiver process, log into IWAS 
and then WINS. On the left side of 
your dashboard, click “Waivers” under 
the “Sponsor Tasks” tab. Start by click-
ing the blue “Apply New Waiver” 
button and select the Waiver Type. 
These waivers should be completed 
prior to the day(s) necessary if possi-
ble. Instructions are available on the 
Waivers and Public Notices webpage. 

If you have further questions, please 
contact ISBE's Nutrition Department 
at cnp@isbe.net. 

Meals During E-Learning/Remote Days 

FOOD DISTRIBUTION PROGRAM 

The School Year 2025-26 Annual Order Period opens Monday, 
Jan. 13, and closes Friday, March 7, 2025. The three spending 
options include USDA Foods, DOD Fresh, and diversion to pro-
cessors. 

The diversion to processors option will close in the Illinois Com-
modity System (ICS) the week of Feb. 24-28, so that ISBE can 
compile truck loads. It will re-open March 3-7 for final changes. 
All diversion to processor requests are due by March 7. 

Please refer to the ICS Instructions for step-by-step instructions 
on placing an order.  

For those interested in the diversion to processor spending op-
tion, please check out the Diversion to Processor Fact Sheet and 
the USDA Foods Show webpage  for resources and information 
related to processing. Email fdp@isbe.net with questions. 

 

The state has additional DOD funds available 
for school districts participating in the Food 
Distribution Program. You may request 
funds by following the procedures below: 

1. Please spend your allotted DOD funds 
before requesting additional funds. 

2. Email Paula Williams at 
pawillia@isbe.net to request additional 
funds. 

3. Additional funds will be added in incre-
ments of 20% of your SY 25 Beginning 
PAL Balance. For example, if your Begin-
ning PAL Balance was $20,000, we will 
add $4,000.  

4. If you use all additional funds, you can 
request more at that time, following this 
same process. 

Questions can be directed to Paula Williams 
at pawillia@isbe.net.      

Annual Order 

Period Set  

to Open Jan. 13 

Additional DOD Funds 

Available for SY 24-25 

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Unanticipated-School-Closure-Instructions.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Waivers-Public-Notices.aspx
mailto:cnp@isbe.net
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/ics-instruction-manual.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/factsheet-DiversiontoProcessor.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/USDA-Foods-Show.aspx
mailto:fdp@isbe.net
mailto:pawillia@isbe.net
mailto:pawillia@isbe.net
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Nondiscrimination Statement 

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
civil rights regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual 
orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. 

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons 
with disabilities who require alternative means of communication to obtain program 
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or 
local agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact 
USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Dis-
crimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/
documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf, from any USDA office, by 
calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s name, 
address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to 
inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. 
The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by: 

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 1400 Independence Ave-
nue, SW Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or 

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 

3. email: program.intake@usda.gov 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Illinois State  
Board of Education  
Nutrition Department 

100 N. First St. 
Springfield, IL 62777  
Phone: (800) 545-7892 
Fax: (217) 524-6124 
Email: cnp@isbe.net 
Web: www.isbe.net 

Announcements, Events, & Deadlines 
• Jan. 9 – “Resources Gallery Walk: Tools and Training to Enhance 

Child Nutrition Culinary Programs” CICN webinar 
• Jan. 10 – 2025 Farm to School Grant application deadline 
• Jan. 13 – SY 25-26 FDP Annual Order Period opens  
• Jan. 15 – Summer Food Service Mandate opt-out deadline  
• Jan. 21 – ISBE “SNP Meal Pattern Overview & Updates” webinar 
• Jan. 20 – Martin Luther King Jr. Day (ISBE offices closed) 
• Jan. 23 –  NSLP Equipment Assistance Grants deadline 
• Jan. 29 – Illinois Farm to School Network Next Gen Bootcamp 
• Jan. 30 – “Serve It Safely Food Handler Training” 
• Feb. 5 – “ISBE SNP Update” webinar 
• Feb. 11 – “Food Allergies in School Nutrition” 

Feb. 11 – ILSNA 2025 Winter Conference  
• Feb. 12 – Lincoln’s Birthday (ISBE offices closed) 
• Feb. 15 – School Breakfast Program Mandate opt-out deadline  

Please note this is not a complete list of events, meetings, and dead-
lines. Visit the ISBE Nutrition Department at www.isbe.net/nutrition.  

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Nutrition-and-Wellness.aspx
https://ilearn.theicn.org/learn/courses/499/cicn-resources-gallery-walk-tools-and-training-to-enhance-child-nutrition-culinary-programs-january-9th-2025-3pm-est
https://ilearn.theicn.org/learn/courses/499/cicn-resources-gallery-walk-tools-and-training-to-enhance-child-nutrition-culinary-programs-january-9th-2025-3pm-est
https://www.fns.usda.gov/f2s/grant
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Nutrition-Programs-Food-Distribution.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/J-Misc-Fed-State-Reg.pdf
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4918738277873709397
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Equipment-Grants.aspx
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc9musRWAhBtxp6bAt6m5UtBjjUg7HyyU1kbQHhvKfLG7lLRw/viewform
https://schoolnutrition.extension.illinois.edu/events
https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/5845845379050237016
https://schoolnutrition.extension.illinois.edu/events
https://www.ilsna.net/pdandevents/winterconference
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/J-Misc-Fed-State-Reg.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/nutrition/

