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Sign Up for In-Person Attention District-Wide
Verification Trainings CEP Sponsors

School food authorities (SFAs) participating in PLEASE NOTE: Sponsors that are district-
the National School Lunch Program and School wide Community Eligibility Provision
Breakfast Program are required to verify in- (CEP) do not need to complete the Verifi-
come for a small percentage of households ap- cation process or the VSR.

proved for free or reduced-price meals each

school year.

ISBE staff want to help prepare you asaspon- e Sept. 7 in Mt. Vernon
sor with HEAs to understand Verification steps
and process.

e Sept. 12 in Edwardsville

e Sept. 19 in Champaign

We are offering in-person trainings at several
locations throughout the state. Please register ¢ Sept. 21 in Dixon
to attend a training in your area.

e Sept. 26 in Chicago

Meeting space is limited so we request you
send a limited number of staff and register ear-
ly to attend.

e Sept. 27 in Joliet

e Sept. 28 in Springfield

Sponsors are expected to be familiar with the
SNP Administrative Handbook, which includes a
section on Verification.

The trainings are set for three hours, 8:30-
11:30 a.m. Here are the scheduled locations
and registration links:



https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=hv5kA8ZJ9Eq1LDNameV30YfPhvvSBAhDow0GPH_xNyhURTczWFYyUUlSQk1PTlNGWE9BSTc1N1ZFTi4u&web=1&wdLOR=c20B73BCB-7199-4CE8-9630-25036F626012
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=hv5kA8ZJ9Eq1LDNameV30YfPhvvSBAhDow0GPH_xNyhUMlJUQUdNQjRSSEtETlJKOThONDE4RE9FNi4u&web=1&wdLOR=cEEED0450-7776-498A-83F6-91C98AD1CFED
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=hv5kA8ZJ9Eq1LDNameV30YfPhvvSBAhDow0GPH_xNyhUQTdYUFNQSkVVWVQxVDVPQVFRMDNTWTgxVS4u&web=1&wdLOR=c00F121DB-96C2-43BB-AFF7-BAE16C95E796
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=hv5kA8ZJ9Eq1LDNameV30YfPhvvSBAhDow0GPH_xNyhUMk1TSVhJN0FZWDFXMEE3VVpTWjBQRVZNNS4u&web=1&wdLOR=c23023EA3-FEA3-4C38-B889-66485D0589E4
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=hv5kA8ZJ9Eq1LDNameV30YfPhvvSBAhDow0GPH_xNyhUNktHWEgxQTJUWjVOME4zNEYyRzBYREpSVy4u&web=1&wdLOR=c4C30F3C6-0926-4733-8AEA-D7F307C8ADBD
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=hv5kA8ZJ9Eq1LDNameV30YfPhvvSBAhDow0GPH_xNyhUNE5VM0pEVkQyODYyQ05RQ0c3TkRFVkdFNS4u&web=1&wdLOR=c46E5B2A5-48CB-40AC-9F1B-FF8F16FDD1B9
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=hv5kA8ZJ9Eq1LDNameV30YfPhvvSBAhDow0GPH_xNyhUOUpFOExGOTlMMFVRTzVDMVlPRTRXRDY0TS4u&web=1&wdLOR=c9C7B0441-E05B-44B0-8940-64E398256E42
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/SchoolNutritionAdminHandbook.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/I-Verification.pdf

NEWS BITES

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

ABS

of school nutrition

Registration is
under way for
a fall trainings
offered by the
University of lllinois Extension
as part of the ABCs of School
Nutrition initiative. Go to their
website and click “Events” for a
list of upcoming offerings. The
ISBE Nutrition Department part-
ners with the U of | Ext. to pro-
vide free resources and trainings
to support School Nutrition Pro-
grams in lllinois.

DIETARY GUIDELINES

The U.S. Departments of Health
and Human Services and Agricul-
ture invite the public to provide
oral comments to the 2025 Die-
tary Guidelines Advisory Com-
mittee virtually during its third
meeting on Sept. 12-13, 2023.
Meeting registration is required.
Visit the Dietary Guidelines for
Americans website for more in-
formation.

ONLINE TRAININGS

In case you missed them or need
to review, recordings of our re-
cent webinars on Direct Certifi-
cation and House-
hold Eligibility
Applications are
available online.
Sponsors should
be familiar with
the School Nutrition Programs
Administrative Handbook, which
includes Section F. Electronic
Direct Certification and Section
G. Certification of Eligibility —
Processing Household Eligibility
Applications.

REMINDER: LFS
Funding Available

All School Food Authori-
ties (SFAs) that partici-
pate in the National
School Lunch and/or
School Breakfast Pro-
gram are eligible to re-
ceive Local Food for
School (LFS) funding to
purchase local unprocessed or mini-
mally processed foods to serve as
part of the NSLP and/or SBP reim-
bursable meals. The funding is avail-
able from August 2023 through Janu-
ary 2025.

Instructions on how to sign up are

available on our website.
You may confirm that your
submission is complete by
verifying that the term
“Accepted” displays on your
2024 homepage under
“Sponsor Tasks”

next to the Local Food for Schools
(LFS) Agreement link.

For more information, visit the ISBE
Nutrition Department’s Farm to
Child Nutrition Programs webpage.

Resources under the “Funding Op-
portunities” section include an intro-
ductory webinar.

ILLINOIS FARM TO SCHOOL NETWORK

Sign Up for the Illinois

Great Apple

Registration is under way online for
the Illinois Great Apple Crunch,
which is set for Thursday, Oct. 12 (or
any day you choose in October).

The annual event, which is organized
by the lllinois Farm to School Net-
work, celebrates National Farm to
School Month. The lllinois Farm to
School Network helps participants
locate local orchards and provides
promotional tools and educational
supplements that teach students all
about lllinois apples.

The Illinois Crunch is part of the Mid-
west Great Apple Crunch, which is
also celebrated in the neighboring
states of lowa, Indiana, Michigan,
Minnesota, Ohio, and Wisconsin.

Crunch!

Farm to School
Procurement Day
at Janie’s Mill

The lllinois Farm to School Net-
work and Seven Generations
Ahead are promoting a Farm to
School Procurement Day at
Janie’s Mill. The event is set for
2-4 p.m. Sept. 28 at Janie’s Mill,
located at 405 N. Second St. in
Ashkum, lll. The event will in-
clude a mill tour and a farm to
school procurement conversa-
tion. Click here to register.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeHMw0X1yAh5vp8V-gErl_chz1XKiEuiWrAYZVhwNLi2Gy-ag/viewform
https://schoolnutrition.extension.illinois.edu/
https://schoolnutrition.extension.illinois.edu/
https://www.dietaryguidelines.gov/get-involved/meeting-3
https://www.dietaryguidelines.gov/get-involved/meeting-3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dr4gSAIIZL0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dr4gSAIIZL0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qTfmo8WNCzI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qTfmo8WNCzI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qTfmo8WNCzI
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/SchoolNutritionAdminHandbook.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/SchoolNutritionAdminHandbook.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/F-Electronic-Direct-Cert.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/F-Electronic-Direct-Cert.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/G-Cert-Elig.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/G-Cert-Elig.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/G-Cert-Elig.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/G-Cert-Elig.pdf
http://illinoisfarmtoschool.org/
http://illinoisfarmtoschool.org/
https://sevengenerationsahead.org/
https://sevengenerationsahead.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdDQQcnzWLeAjDnS-WfFujYCXzBYVuWVaMOLHzsG5RIGvsHUQ/viewform
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/LFSfunding-howtosignup.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/LFSfunding-howtosignup.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Nutrition-Farm-to-School.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Nutrition-Farm-to-School.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xR3Gd-TpM6c&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xR3Gd-TpM6c&feature=youtu.be

O

School Nutrition Programs

SY 2023-24 Checklist

[ ] Bookmark the main ISBE Nutrition Department
webpage, www.isbe.net/nutrition. The What’s
New? section is a great way to stay up-to-date.

[ ] Reference the School Nutrition Programs
Administrative Handbook for guidance on program
requirements and procedures.

|:| Use the A to 7 Index of School Nutrition Programs to
find the topic you’re looking for on the website. A link
is under “Resources” at www.isbe.net/nutrition.

[ ] Check the Illinois Commodity System (ICS) and be sure
to spend all of your Food Distribution Program
money!

[ ] Update contact information in the \Web-Based Illinois
Nutrition System (WINS) and the Entity Profile System
EPS).

[ ] Subscribe for updates on the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Recalls & Public Health Alerts website.

[ ] Keep our email and phone numbers handy for
questions: cnp@isbe.net, (800) 545-7892, (217)
782-2491. Include your RCDT number in messages.

[ ] Double check your annual application for Program
Year 2023. If it isn’t completed and approved,
you will not be able to submit meal claims.



http://www.isbe.net/nutrition
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/SchoolNutritionAdminHandbook.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/SchoolNutritionAdminHandbook.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Nutrition-A-to-Z-Index.aspx
http://www.isbe.net/nutrition
https://apps.isbe.net/usdafoods/
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/WINS-intro-slides.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/WINS-intro-slides.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Entity-Profile-System.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Entity-Profile-System.aspx
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/recalls
mailto:cnp@isbe.net
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/0508-snp-annualapplication.pdf

e Sept.21-

e  Oct. 9 - ISBE offices closed for Columbus Day
e Oct.10-14 -

e Oct.12 -

Please note this is not a complete list of Nutrition Department events, meetings, and
deadlines. Visit us online at

lllinois State
Board of Education
Nutrition Department

100 N. First St. °
Springfield, IL 62777
Phone: (800) 545-7892

Fax: (217) 524-6124 .
Email: .
Web: Watch for our latest news and posts under What’s New? at

Nondiscrimination Statement

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
civil rights regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual —

P—
orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. _"

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons

with disabilities who require alternative means of communication to obtain program

information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or
local agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact
USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Dis-
crimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online at:

, from any USDA office, by
calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s name,
address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to
inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation.
The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by:

1. mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 1400 Independence Ave-
nue, SW Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

2. fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or
3. email:

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.


https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf
http://mailto:program.intake@usda.gov/
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Nutrition-and-Wellness.aspx
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFNS/bulletins/3621825
https://schoolnutrition.org/about-school-meals/national-school-lunch-week/
https://illinoisfarmtoschool.org/great-apple-crunch/
https://www.isbe.net/nutrition/
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Nutrition-and-Wellness.aspx
https://schoolnutrition.extension.illinois.edu/events
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/DC-HEA-081423.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/safety/recalls-market-withdrawals-safety-alerts
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Recipe-Success-Toolkit.aspx
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/todays-lunch
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Seamless-Summer-Option-Eligibility-Information.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/LFSfunding-howtosignup.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/nutrition/
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