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Dear Colleagues:

As we prepare for the upcoming school year, I want to focus for a moment on our newest students: those
entering kindergarten. For some, this will be their first taste of school and teachers’ first chance to assess
them.

For the past few years, kindergarten teachers have implemented the Kindergarten Individual Development
Survey (KIDS), a developmentally appropriate, observation-based assessment of child development in early
math, language and literacy, and social-emotional skills. The 14 required measures allow teachers to arrive at
a group-level proxy of kindergarten readiness and to tailor curricula and instruction to meet their students

where they are.

KIDS will be available — and more important than ever — for fall 2020. However, this year is unlike any other; we recognize that for some
schools using remote learning, fully administering KIDS will not be feasible. That’s ok! We understand that, given the nature of this particular
assessment, it might not be practical or even possible to obtain the usual data. As in past years, there will be no penalties if a teacher is unable
to observe all students on all 14 measures. Data collected for the 2020-2021 school year will not be used for comparisons with other years.
Data can provide some insights into COVID-19 impact.

Our goal with KIDS is to provide teachers with a helpful and cost-free tool to understand students’ strengths and areas of need. If you have any
questions or need additional information about KIDS, please contact Terri Lamb at tlamb@isbe.net (mailto:tlamb@isbe.net) or (217) 524-4835.

As school districts across the state begin the 2020-21 school year, I would also like to call our collective attention to the potential need to
conduct wellness checks with students who might have lost touch with school. If no teacher or staff member has been able to connect with a
student, please attempt to make contact with a parent or guardian. The economic turmoil caused by this pandemic has hit lower income
families hard, and families may have changed addresses, lost internet connections, or been forced to switch to a prepaid phone with a different
number. Consider making contact through social media or a messaging app and asking the student’s friends how to reach them.

If the wellbeing of a student is still unknown, schools and districts should do everything possible to conduct a wellness check
(/Documents/DCFS-ISBE-Student-Wellness-Visit.pdf) visit. ISBE and the Department of Children and Family Services developed joint guidance
for wellness checks, available at www.isbe.net/Documents/DCFS-ISBE-Student-Wellness-Visit.pdf  (/Documents/DCFS-ISBE-Student-
Wellness-Visit.pdf).

Also critical in our preparations for the start of the school year is the distribution of free cloth face coverings for every student and staff member
in all Illinois public schools. The Illinois Emergency Management Agency has begun shipping the coverings, as well as face shields, which can
be worn in addition to face coverings for increased protection or by teachers for instruction and communication. The total number of requested
face coverings may arrive in multiple shipments.

mailto:tlamb@isbe.net
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/DCFS-ISBE-Student-Wellness-Visit.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/DCFS-ISBE-Student-Wellness-Visit.pdf


Please keep in mind that face shields do not provide adequate “source control” and may not be used as substitutes for face coverings, with
limited exceptions. Face shields may be used in lieu of face coverings only by students with a medical contraindication to face coverings and
teachers needing to show facial expressions; however, clear face coverings or video instruction are the preferred alternatives. Individuals
wearing face shields in lieu of face coverings must understand the need for heightened adherence to strict social distancing. Boxes of face
coverings and shields are on their way to school districts as you read this. If you have any questions, you can contact Barbara Hobrock at
bhobrock@isbe.net (mailto:bhobrock@isbe.net).

I want to give a shout-out today to Marion Unit 2 Schools, for sharing this helpful video (https://t.co/8ow35G20X7) on school supplies. Marion
reminds students to mask up, label their supplies, and refrain from sharing items. Marion schools are also asking students to bring a personal
water bottle and hand sanitizer. As a mom, I want to give an extra shout-out to Reece and Jefferson, who graciously co-star in the video
perhaps just to humor someone behind the camera. What great kids! Thank you, Reece and Jefferson!

Whether students will be learning remotely, in-person, or both, one back-to-school tradition that remains essential is immunizations. Not only
are they still required; they’re an important public health measure. August is National Immunization Awareness Month
(https://www.dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/prevention-wellness/immunization), and we encourage you to remind students and families to get
their required immunizations before the start of the school year.

Lastly, ISBE is conducting a survey asking each district for some basic information regarding plans for fall 2020. We understand plans may shift
as we move closer to the start of the year. The survey will remain open for amendments. Please provide your initial responses at
www.isbe.net/learningsurvey (http://www.isbe.net/learningsurvey) by 5 p.m. on Wednesday, Aug. 5. Questions about the survey can be
directed to covid19@isbe.net (mailto:covid19@isbe.net).

I know that each of you has an incredible amount on your plates. I am so grateful for your leadership and constant focus on caring for the
students of Illinois. Thank you for everything you do.

Pictured: First day of school at Valeska Hinton Early Childhood Education Center in Peoria Public School District 150. 

Sincerely,

Carmen

DATES AND DEADLINES
Please note this is not a complete list of events, meetings, and deadlines. For more events and details, visit the ISBE Calendar page
(https://www.isbe.net/Pages/ISBE-Meetings.aspx).

Aug.
13

Report Card Team Superintendent Signoff Webinar
(https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2171042192764842255)

Aug.
14

Site-Based Expenditure Reporting due in IWAS (https://www.isbe.net/Pages/site-based-
expenditure.aspx)

Aug.
14

Deadline to submit application for the Digital Equity (GEER & ESSER) RFP

Aug.
17

FY 2021 Evidence-Based Funding (EBF) Spending Plans Informational Webinar
(https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/1023451120467656975)

Aug.
19

Illinois State Board of Education meeting
(https://www.isbe.net/Lists/ISBECalendar/DisplayForm.aspx?ID=5029)

Sept.
1

Deadline to submit FY 2021 Title III Language Instruction Educational Program (LIEP) application via
IWAS (https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Dell-Grant-Resources.aspx)

Sept.
1

Deadline for districts to submit Accelerated Placement Policy URL to EPS
(https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Accelerated-Placement-Policy-URL-instructions.pdf)
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Sept.
16-17

Illinois State Board of Education Meeting
(https://www.isbe.net/Lists/ISBECalendar/DisplayForm.aspx?ID=5029)

Sept.
16

Reduction in Force Survey Data Collection Opens
(https://www.isbe.net/Lists/ISBECalendar/DisplayForm.aspx?ID=5036)

Sept.
23

ISBE-Provided Fall 2020 SAT with Essay for Grade 12 Students - Primary Test

Sept.
23 - Oct. 6

ISBE-Provided Fall 2020 SAT with Essay for Grade 12 Students - Accommodations Test Window

Sept.
30

EBF Spending Plan submission window closes
(https://www.isbe.net/Lists/ISBECalendar/DisplayForm.aspx?ID=5057)

Oct.
14

ISBE-Provided Fall 2020 SAT with Essay for Grade 12 Students - Primary Test

Oct.
14 - 27

ISBE-Provided Fall 2020 SAT with Essay for Grade 12 Students - Accommodations Test Window

Oct.
15

Deadline to submit Reduction in Force Survey Data Collection
(https://www.isbe.net/Lists/ISBECalendar/DisplayForm.aspx?ID=4984)

Oct.
20

Illinois State Board of Education meeting
(https://www.isbe.net/Lists/ISBECalendar/DisplayForm.aspx?ID=5038)

Oct.
27

Fall 2020 SAT with Essay makeup test date (http://www.isbe.net/Documents/Fall-SAT-Essay-FAQ.pdf)

Oct.
28

ISBE-Provided Fall 2020 SAT with Essay for Grade 12 Students - Makeup Test

Oct.
28

ISBE-Provided Fall 2020 SAT with Essay for Grade 12 Students - Makeup Test

COVID-19 – IN CASE YOU MISSED IT
Each week, this section will contain a list of the resources and information posted to the COVID-19 webpage (/Pages/covid19.aspx) over
the past week. Please continue to check the COVID-19 webpage on a daily basis for the newest updates and information.

Remote Learning & Transition Considerations
Transportation FAQ  (/Documents/Transportation-FAQ.pdf)  - Aug. 4, 2020
Part 3: Starting the 2020-21 School Year - Spanish Version  (/Documents/Part-3-General-Transition-Planning-Phase-4-Spanish.pdf)- Aug. 4, 2020
Fall 2020 Learning Recommendations Webinar Presentation  (/Documents/Fall-2020-Learning-Rec-Presentation.pdf)  - July
30, 2020
Webinar Recording  (https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/7994479085407513858) - July 30, 2020
Restore Illinois All Sports Policy - DCEO/ISBE/IDPH  (/Documents/Sports-Guidance.pdf)   - July 29, 2020
Student Transportation Aligned for Return to School (STARTS) Task Force - Return to School Transportation Guidance
(/Documents/STARTS-Report.pdf)  - July 29, 2020

ASSESSMENT

FALL 2020 ISBE-PROVIDED SAT WITH ESSAY UPDATES

The fall 2020 SAT with Essay makeup test date has been revised to Tuesday, Oct. 27. College Board recently announced this revision in
order to allow testing on a different day of the week. This revision and additional new questions and answers have been included in the
frequently asked questions document on ISBE's website at  http://www.isbe.net/Documents/Fall-SAT-Essay-FAQ.pdf

NEW
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(http://www.isbe.net/Documents/Fall-SAT-Essay-FAQ.pdf).

College Board has also announced added flexibility for its fall 2020 assessments, which includes the fall 2020 ISBE-provided SAT with Essay.
Please review the Fall 2020 Flexible Testing Options Guide  (https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/fall-2020-flexible-testing-options-
guide-sat-suite.pdf) for more details.

DATA REPORTING

FY 2020 SITE-BASED EXPENDITURE REPORTING DUE AUG. 14

Fiscal year 2020 Site-Based Expenditure Reporting is due in IWAS by Aug. 14.  Submissions may be edited until Aug. 31, 2020.  ISBE strongly
recommends that district leaders begin the reporting process at least a week before the deadline.  New resources are available at
www.isbe.net/site-based (/site-based), including: Site-Based Expenditure Reporting Open Forum  (/Documents/FY20-SBER-Report-Card-
Open-Forum.pdf)  and Webinar Recording  (https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/2871468482881969922)   .

View the Data Import Template  (/Documents/SBE-Data-Collection-File-Spec.pdf) file specifications for districts uploading their data to IWAS.

District leaders who encounter issues   not addressed by the resources available may sign up for an office hours slot at https://calendly.com/site-
based.  Office hours are available in 15-minute increments from 9 a.m.-noon CDT every Thursday.  Questions may also be directed to site-
based@isbe.net (mailto:site-based@isbe.net).

2020 REPORT CARD SUPERINTENDENT SIGNOFF WEBINAR – AUG. 13

Please join the Report Card Team from 10-11:30 a.m. on Aug. 13 for a webinar about the Superintendent Sign-Off Process. Superintendents
(or designee of the superintendent) are required to “sign off” on their Report Card data prior to publication. The ability to sign off will be enabled
on Aug. 15 and the process must be completed by Sept. 18. This webinar is directed at district administrators to walk through the sign-off
process. Time at the end will be reserved for Q and A. Registration is now available
(https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2171042192764842255).

EDUCATOR LICENSURE

EMERGENCY RULES FOR BILINGUAL EDUCATION ASSIGNMENTS

ISBE has fielded numerous questions regarding lack of licensed bilingual education teachers for the upcoming school year. Individuals’ inability
to receive licensure has centered around that fact that many licensure testing centers, which are operating at partial capacity and only offer the
target language proficiency tests a few times per year, have no available testing slots for the remainder of this summer and into the fall. This
prevents educators from taking the requisite test to receive licensure prior to the start of the school year.

ISBE has enacted emergency rules to enable districts to employ individuals as bilingual educators this fall. Any licensed individual with a
bachelor’s degree from a regionally accredited college or university may serve as a bilingual educator in the 2020-21 school year if the hiring
district confirms writing, grammar skills, and speaking proficiency in the target language and English via an interview.

A school district employing an individual who meets these requirements must, no later than 10 days after employing the individual,  file this
assurance form  (/Documents/92-82-Bilingual-Ed-Emerg-Assign-Assurance.pdf)  with its Regional Office of Education indicating that the
individual meets these criteria. An individual who is assigned as a bilingual education teacher under these provisions may continue to serve in
that role until the completion of the 2020-21 school year. The individual must receive the proper license or endorsement prior to the start of the
2021-22 school year if the individual will be continuing his or her position that year.

These emergency provisions expire Dec. 17. Therefore, any individual assigned under this emergency allowance must be assigned to his or
her position before Dec. 17. No educators may be assigned to new bilingual education positions after this date unless they are properly
licensed.

NEW

NEW
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EVIDENCE-BASED FUNDING

FY 2021 EBF SPENDING PLAN SUBMISSION WINDOW NOW OPEN

FY 2021 Evidence-Based Funding (EBF) Spending Plans are due in IWAS by Sept. 30, 2020.  Per the state EBF for Student Success Act, all
"Organizational Units" must report their plans to spend EBF dollars as part of their annual budget process.  "Organizational Units" refer to all
entities receiving EBF dollars from the state, including all school districts, laboratory schools, Regional Offices of Education, and Intermediate
Service Centers.  The FY 2021 spending plan moves the state one step closer to an integrated FY 2023 annual school district budget that will
make spending plan content available to the public.

ISBE will host an overview webinar  (https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/1023451120467656975) for the FY 2021 EBF Spending Plan
at 1:30 p.m. on Aug. 17.

Further materials are available at www.isbe.net/ebfspendingplan (http://www.isbe.net/ebfspendingplan).  Questions not addressed by the
available resources may be directed to ebfspendingplan@isbe.net (mailto:ebfspendingplan@isbe.net).

MULTILINGUAL

FY 2021 EL-TITLE III LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM APPLICATION

The Multilingual Department is pleased to announce the FY 2021 Title III Language Instruction Educational Program (LIEP) application is now
available for completion in IWAS. Please note the title of the application changed from ELL-TBE/TPI and Title III to EL-Title III Language
Instruction Educational Program. This is a new application, so program directors may have to sign up for authorization to enter and save
information on the application.

To create a new application, districts need to select the EL-Title III Language Instruction Educational Program and check “Yes” on the question,
“Would you like to create new project for the current year?” Every district with an approved FY 2021 Intent to Apply should have its FY 2021
Title III LIEP applications ready for creation in IWAS.

Please complete and submit your application to ISBE by Sept. 1 to ensure a Sept. 1 start date. The extended due date is provided as ISBE
recognizes the unique challenges all Local Education Agencies are experiencing working remotely and the necessary time needed to prepare a
well-defined and complete application. However, ISBE cannot distribute payments until the application is approved and any required
expenditure reports are submitted.

This application does not include the Immigrant Education Program. A separate Title III Immigrant Education Program application will be
released in November 2020, which is when the districts eligible for the program are determined based on 2020-21 school year data. For
additional application information, view the Title III Grants webpage (/Pages/Dell-Grant-Resources.aspx).

REGIONAL SERVICES

SUPPORTING HOMELESS STUDENTS GUIDANCE NOW AVAILABLE

ISBE staff has released a new guidance document  (/Documents/Homeless-Guidance.pdf) focused on “Supporting Homeless Students
During the 2020-21 School Year.” Many of the responsibilities and duties outlined in this document are unchanged from pre-COVID times but
take on heightened urgency as homelessness and housing instability are further exacerbated by COVID-19 realities. The guidance document
outlines new and continuing duties and responsibilities for administrators and school personnel and also links to resources and materials that
will help practitioners better support students and families experiencing homelessness. ISBE will be scheduling webinars in the coming weeks
to review the guidance and answer questions. Stay tuned for future webinar dates and times.

SCHOOL BUSINESS SERVICES

NEW

NEW
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LIMITATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS – TORT FUND CROSSWALK

A crosswalk has been developed to assist in the completion of the FY 2021 Limitation of Administrative Costs Worksheet. In FY 2020, Tort
Fund expenditures were not included within any of the six cost functions statutorily required for inclusion on the Limitation worksheet.
Accounting code changes adding all function codes within the Tort Fund starting with FY 2021, so some Tort Fund expenditures could be
included within the cost functions on the Limitation worksheet. The Limitation of Administrative Costs - Tort Fund Crosswalk will aid in
comparability between the FY 2020 actual and the FY 2021 budgeted administrative costs functions.

On the crosswalk, the actual Tort Fund expenditures per the FY 2020 Annual Financial Report (AFR) will be applied to one of the six
administrative costs functions or to non-administrative costs functions, as applicable. A column has been added on the Limitation worksheet to
record these applied Tort Fund expenditures within the FY 2020 actual administrative costs, which will be used to apply the statutorily allowable
5% increase for FY 2021 budgeted administrative costs.

If a school district has FY 2020 Tort Fund expenditures, a Limitation of Administrative Costs – Tort Fund Crosswalk must be completed and
must be submitted in conjunction with the FY 2021 Limitation of Administrative Costs Worksheet.

A revised Limitation of Administrative Costs Worksheet and Limitation of Administrative Costs – Tort Fund Crosswalk can be found within the
newest version of the FY 2020 AFR (/Pages/Annual-Financial-Report.aspx) under the drop down “Form.” School district auditors with a
previous version of the AFR can find a version of the combined worksheet/crosswalk, which can be inserted into the AFR, at the same location.
Please follow instructions in the combined worksheet/crosswalk for linking to expenditures within the AFR.

School districts that complete and file the Limitation worksheet themselves can find a stand-alone version of the combined
worksheet/crosswalk on the Limitation of Administrative Costs page (/Pages/Limitation-of-Administrative-Costs.aspx). It is recommended that
school districts work with their auditors to get the necessary information in order to complete the crosswalk.

The estimated Limitation of Administrative Costs Worksheet within the FY 2021 School District Budget Form (/Pages/School-District-Joint-
Agreement.aspx) has also been revised, adding a Tort Fund column within the Estimated Actual Expenditures for FY 2020. School districts with
a previous version of the budget form can find a version of the estimated combined worksheet/crosswalk, which can be inserted into the budget
form, at the same location. Please follow instructions in the estimated combined worksheet/crosswalk for linking to the budgeted expenditures
within the budget form. Again, districts are advised to work with their auditors to get the necessary information in order to complete the new
column. As a reminder, the estimated Limitation of Administrative Costs Worksheet located in the budget form is for school district use only and
is not accepted as official submission of the Limitation worksheet.

If you have questions, contact Michelle Heninger, School Business Services Department, at (217) 785-8779 or by email at  mheninge@isbe.net
(mailto:mheninge@isbe.net).

STUDENT FINANCIAL AID

FAFSA GRADUATION REQUIREMENT REMINDER AND NON-PARTICIPATION FORM

Public Act 101-0180 (https://ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/fulltext.asp?Name=101-0180) requires that, beginning with the 2020-21 school year,
the parent or guardian of each student must (1) file a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or an application for state financial aid,
or (2) file a waiver form with the school district indicating that the parent or guardian understands what FAFSA and application for state financial
aid are and has chosen not to file an application. These same requirements also apply to any student who is at least 18 years old or legally
emancipated. They are a prerequisite for a student receiving a diploma from a public high school and are in addition to any other graduation
requirements. If choosing to file a waiver of this requirement, students and families must file the following form with the school district:
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/FAFSA-Non-Participation-Form.pdf  (/Documents/FAFSA-Non-Participation-Form.pdf). Should you have
questions regarding this requirement, please email FAFSA@isbe.net (mailto:FAFSA@isbe.net).

NEW
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TRANSPORTATION

STUDENT TRANSPORTATION ALIGNED FOR RETURN TO SCHOOL TASK FORCE GUIDANCE NOW AVAILABLE

The Student Transportation Aligned for Return to School (STARTS) Task Force was formed as a partnership of the three leading school
transportation industry organizations -- the National School Transportation Association, the National Association for Pupil Transportation, and
the National Association of State Directors of Pupil Transportation Services. The purpose of the task force was to develop materials that would
be useful to the school bus industry as it works to respond to the unprecedented challenges of school reopening in the context of the COVID-
19 pandemic.

The report offers guidelines and tasks that are intended to address the circumstances under which school transportation can safely operate.
The task force recognized that COVID-19 is a new disease and many of the facts surrounding the virus are still being determined. Several
elements mentioned in the report, including testing and the use of personal protective equipment, are subject to further discussion and
agreement between the relevant agencies, school districts, bus contractors, and the unions representing school transportation workers. State
governments, school boards, or local public health officials may issue new guidance as circumstances change; the guidelines and tasks under
which school transportation can safely operate may be adjusted accordingly.

The  STARTS Guidelines, Tactics and Templates  (https://www.napt.org/files/STARTS%20Report%20-%20FINAL%281%29.pdf)  address
many elements of school transportation, but transportation directors or site managers also must consult with state and local public health
orders as well as applicable state and federal agency regulations and guidelines. Additional information can be found
at  www.startstaskforce.com (http://www.startstaskforce.com/).

SCHOOL YEAR 2020-21 TRANSPORTATION FAQ NOW AVAILABLE

The Illinois State Board of Education has released a new Transportation Frequently Asked Questions document for the 2020-21 school year.
View the Transportation FAQ  (/Documents/Transportation-FAQ.pdf).

Questions regarding this guidance can be directed to Christine Kolaz at ckolaz@isbe.net (mailto:ckolaz@isbe.net).

IN BRIEF

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Ed Leaders Network
Opioid Curriculum for Elementary Educators (On-demand course) - Opioid abuse and deaths among youth have skyrocketed. States
and school districts are including drug prevention awareness within the K-12 curriculum. Contained within this course are sample district
plans/strategies, educator training, and proactive K-3 elementary curriculum that address the current opioid crisis. Log into your Ed
Leaders Network account to join (https://edleadersnetwork.org/).

Making Difficult but Effective Curriculum and Instruction Choices in the Age of COVID
(https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8614330964116080912) - 
12 – 1 p.m. Aug. 5. 
COVID-19 has changed the landscape of learning. The impact has immediate and long-term effects. This webinar will help attendees
develop equity-informed curriculum strategies of what to cut, what to keep, and what to create for the upcoming school year. Additionally,
the presenters will describe how to design streamlined, manageable, and purposeful learning experiences with clear language to engage
students and parents. The webinar will also give attendees an expanded menu of options to consider as they help draft structural
responses to online, hybrid, or onsite formats.
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From Words to Action: Your Response to Racism in Schools  (https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/3055125407312697868) –
3-4 p.m. Aug. 6.
Where do we go from here? After the marches, public declarations, and speeches about anti-racism, what's the response of school
leaders? Hear from three principals with unique perspectives as they discuss how they will lead lasting change for the faculty, staff, and
students in their schools.

FEATURED CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

Learn more and apply for the below career opportunities at ISBE!
Program Compliance Monitor - Multilingual (/Lists/ISBECareers/CareerDisplayForm.aspx?ID=406)

View all open positions at ISBE (/Pages/Careers-at-ISBE.aspx).
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