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Standards and Instruction

Dear Colleagues:

One of the annual traditions we missed most last year was the lllinois State Fair. This year, it's back — with
some COVID-19 precautions — and | hope many of you will come visit ISBE booth inside the Governor’s
Tent! We invite students, families, and educators to stop by our booth to learn about three important
programs: lllinois High School 2 Career, Educators Rising, and the Virtual Learning Community that is part
of our Resilience Education to Advance Community Healing (REACH) partnership with Lurie Children’s.

| introduced lllinois High School 2 Career in last week’s message. It's a cool new tool designed to help high

_ : school students learn how to achieve the future they envision by letting them input different variables and
% A% y see results. The entire database was built using eight years of data from actual lllinois students. Students
can use it to guide their high school course choices, as well as plans past graduation.

Educators Rising is a new Career and Technical Student Organization (CTSO) that all school districts can now sponsor using state and federal
CTE funding. Educators Rising has our best teachers’ seal of approval as a phenomenal leadership opportunity for those interested in
exploring a career in education. In fact, the lllinois coordinator for the program is 2018 lllinois Teacher of the Year Lindsey Jensen.

The REACH Virtual Learning Community provides free, virtual, on-demand training and resources to help educators and families support the
resilience of the children and youth. The trainings focus on trauma-responsive practices while fostering social-emotional awareness and self-
care. Educators can use VLC to earn professional development credit or license clock hours while learning about trauma, race and equity,
psychological first aid, and adult SEL.

Of course, there’s more to the State Fair than just our booth. Families can visit the lllinois Department of Public Health tent to get a free dental
screening for children Aug. 17-19, from 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. While you’re there, you can also challenge your handwashing skills with Glo Germ
— a lotion that reveals the spots you missed when you hold your “clean” hands under a UV light. Families can also find free school health
screenings for children Aug. 20-21 from 10 a.m. — 5 p.m. Just look for the Mobile Care Chicago RV parked outside the lllinois Building, near the
State Fair’s main gate.

Throughout the fairgrounds, COVID-19 testing will be available. And fairgoers age 18 and up can get the one-dose Johnson & Johnson
COVID-19 vaccine for free. All you'll need is a photo ID and your insurance card if you have one. There are six locations at the Fair where you
can get the shot:

« lllinois Building - Just inside the Main Gate on Main Street
« North Side of Happy Hollow Entrance - On Main Street directly north of the Illinois Building
« Brian Raney Avenue - Directly north of the Village of Cultures, across the street from the lllinois Treasurer and Secretary of State Tents



« Avenue of Flags - Across the street from Gate 2 of the Grandstand
e 4H Lane - Near the Orion Samuelson Building north of the Multi-Purpose Arena on the west side of the fairgrounds (August 12-17)
« Livestock Center on 8th Street (August 18-22)

Find more information about the COVID-19 vaccine. (http://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19/vaccine-faq)
The State Fair is a great place to have a few days of fun, then return to the classroom ready to learn.

Pictured: Stop by our table in the Governor's tent to learn about Educators Rising, High School 2 Career, and the Virtual Learning Community
for resilience education.

Sincerely,

Carmen

DATES AND DEADLINES

Please note this is not a complete list of events, meetings, and deadlines. For more events and details, visit the ISBE Calendar page
(https://www.isbe.net/Pages/ISBE-Meetings.aspx).

Aug. Webinar: Emergency Connectivity Fund Application Virtual Workshop
10 (https://ltcillinois.org/event/emergency-connectivity-fund-application-virtual-workshop-4/)
Aug. Webinar: Empowering the Next Generation of Neurodiverse Self-advocates
10 (https:/fillinoisstate.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tlqM_LoRSU-gyTkclWging)
Aug. Deadline to submit Annual Pupil Transportation Reimbursement Claim
15 (https://www2.illinois.gov/dcfs/aboutus/notices/Documents/CFS_906-
8 Youth_in_Care_Transportation_Reimbursement_Invoice.xIs)
Aug. FY 2021 Site-Based Expenditure Reporting due in IWAS (https://www.isbe.net/site-based)
16
Aug. Tech Prairie STEAM Expo at the lllinois State Fair (https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/doit-
18-22 steam/Pages/2021-STEAM-Expo.aspx)
Sept. Deadline to File School Treasurer Bonded Affidavit (https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Treasurer-
1 Bonds.aspx)
Sept. Deadline for IAR corrections for the purposes of accountability and the lllinois Report Card
3 (https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IAR-AC-Announcement-2021.pdf)
Sept. Deadline for schools to register for lllinois Green Schools Project
13 (https://illinoisgreenalliance.org/initiatives/green-your-school/illinois-green-schools-project/illinois-

green-schools-project-school-registration/)

Sept. Applications Due for IDNR Historic Sites Field Trip Grant
30 (https:/iwww2.illinois.gov/dnr/education/Pages/GrantsIHSFTG.aspx)
Sept. Deadline to submit FY 2022 EBF Spending Plan in IWAS
30 (https://lwww.isbe.net/Pages/ebfspendingplan.aspx)
Oct. Deadline to submit application for United States Senate Youth Program Scholarship application

8 (https://lwww.isbe.net/Documents/USSYP_42-60.pdf)
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Oct. Deadline to submit application FY 2022 Round 1 School Maintenance Project Grant

8 (https://lwww.isbe.net/Pages/School-Maintenance-Project-Grant.aspx)
Oct. ICTM Annual Conference (https://ictm.memberclicks.net/annual-conference)
16

COVID-19

In Case You Missed It

Each week, this section will contain a list of the resources and information posted to the COVID-19 webpage (/Pages/covid19.aspx) over
the past week. Please continue to check the COVID-19 webpage for the newest updates and information.

Back to School 2021-22

« Revised Public Health Guidance for Schools: Supporting the Full Return to In-Person Learning for All Students <=
(/Documents/Updated-Public-Health-School-Guidance.pdf)
o Revised Public Health Guidance for Schools - FAQs & (/Documents/ISBE-IDPH-School-FAQs-20210809.pdf)

N EARLY CHILDHOOD

SUBSCRIBE TO ILLINOIS EARLY LEARNING MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

The lllinois Early Learning Project website (https://illinoisearlylearning.org/) is a source of evidence-based, reliable information on early care
and education for parents, caregivers, and teachers of young children in lllinois. The project is funded by ISBE. You can subscribe
(https://groups.webservices.illinois.edu/subscribe/16018) to the lllinois Early Learning Monthly Electronic Newsletter
(https://illinoisearlylearning.org/newsletter/) to keep up with the latest additions to the lllinois Early Learning website! The newsletter is now also
available in Spanish by clicking on the “Spanish-espariol” link in the upper right-hand corner of the page.
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ERIKA SANCHEZ VIRTUAL AUTHOR VISIT SCHEDULED SEPT. 17

Round Lake Area Schools, the Round Lake Area Public Library, and the College of Lake County invite people from across the state to read /
Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter, a book written by Erika Sanchez, and to join the conversation with her regarding the themes she
explores at this virtual event (https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?
id=37CGmil6HOGuUM3LxPZbalNDEXEW3M3IPgP_cavJ55CtUREJRQKkZLWjU2VjQwVkFYWkg3WFJDRUFBVi4u) at 6 p.m. Sept. 17.

A nominee for the National Book Awards, the story is part mystery, part love story, part inner quest. In / Am Not Your Perfect Mexican
Daughter, the vibrant teen protagonist struggles to prove who she is not, and in that journey, discovers who she is — stronger, braver, more
worthy of loving and living than she ever imagined.

Check out the flyer <= (/NSDocuments/CLC-Presents.pdf) for more information. Contact Rodolfo Ruiz-Velasco at rruizvelasco@clcillinois.edu
(mailto:rruizvelasco@clcillinois.edu) if you have questions regarding the event.
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N ILLINOIS GREEN SCHOOLS PROJECT

4

PARTICIPATE IN THE ILLINOIS GREEN SCHOOLS PROJECT
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The lllinois Green Schools Project (https://illinoisgreenalliance.org/initiatives/green-your-school/illinois-green-schools-project/) is back for the
2021-22 school year! Bring together students, teachers, and staff at your school to collaborate in this year-long, project-based challenge to
devise and implement creative no- to low-cost sustainable practices.

The lllinois Green Schools Project makes it possible for participating schools to receive resources and support from a Green Schools mentor to
guide project implementation. Schools can also choose to participate in this year's optional project theme: Energy & Environmental Justice.

Schools have until Sept. 13 to register for the lllinois Green Schools Project (https://illinoisgreenalliance.org/initiatives/green-your-
school/illinois-green-schools-project/illinois-green-schools-project-school-registration/). Learn more about opportunities for the 2021-21 school
year (https://illinoisgreenalliance.org/initiatives/green-your-school/illinois-green-schools-project/illinois-green-schools-project-faq/) or attend the
upcoming information session hosted by lllinois Green Alliance (https://www.eventbrite.com/e/illinois-green-schools-project-educator-school-
staff-parent-info-session-tickets-164032825597).
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BULLYING PREVENTION POLICY DUE TO ISBE BY SEPT. 30

All public school districts, nonsectarian nonpublic schools, and charter schools in lllinois are required to develop and implement policies
concerning bullying prevention, which must be filed with ISBE. Districts/schools/facilities will be able to submit their bullying policies via the
IWAS (https://sec.isbe.net/iwas/asp/login.asp?js=true) system, effective immediately.

Nonpublic special education facilities can continue to submit their policies via bullying@isbe.net (mailto:bullying@isbe.net) at this time.

ISBE’s Student Care Department has announced a deadline of Sept. 30 for entities to submit a bullying prevention policy for the 2021-22
school year that complies with current requirements (https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K27-23.7).

The Bullying Prevention Policy Guidance and Requirements & (https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/6692219720692299778) webinar
also is available for viewing. Please visit the Student Care Bullying Prevention webpage (/Pages/Bullying-Prevention.aspx) under “Resources”
or reference the link above.

If you have any further questions, please contact bullyingpolicy@isbe.net (mailto:bullyingpolicy@isbe.net).

FY 2022 ROUND 1 SCHOOL MAINTENANCE PROJECT GRANT NOW OPEN FOR APPLICATIONS

There is approximately $47 million available for the FY 2022 Round 1 School Maintenance Project Grant. The application period is open in
IWAS (https://sec1.isbe.net/iwas/asp/login.asp?js=true) from 8 a.m. Aug. 10 to 4 p.m. Oct. 8. All applications must be submitted in IWAS to
the Regional Office of Education by 4 p.m. Oct. 8; there will be no exceptions.

Grants will be approved up to the amount released by the Governor’s Office of Management and Budget. Future application cycles will be open
when funds are released.

The School Maintenance Project Grant is a dollar-for-dollar state matching grant program that provides awards of up to $50,000 to grantees
exclusively for the maintenance or upkeep of buildings or structures for educational purposes. Ongoing operational costs, including in-house
labor for grant projects not contracted out, cannot be included for any School Maintenance Project Grant. A project may involve different types
of work on a single building or structure or may involve a single type of work (e.g., new roofing or windows) on several buildings or structures.
There is no limit to the cost of a project; however, grant awards shall not exceed $50,000 per grant award, and applicants shall provide a match
from local funds equal to the grant amount requested. An applicant must not obligate funds or begin work on any of the projects listed on the
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application prior to submission of the application in IWAS. However, submission of the application does not guarantee a grant will be approved
or awarded. All project activities must be expended or legally obligated within two years of disbursement by the state. If funds have been
obligated by the grantee but not fully expended two years after disbursement, all obligations must be liquidated within 90 calendar days.

As per statute 30 ILCS 708/15, the costs of one state or federal grant cannot be used to meet the matching requirements of another state or
federal grant. Therefore, dollars received through Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief fund cannot be utilized to meet the
local match requirement for School Maintenance Project Grants.

Eligible Applicants: Any school district, cooperative high school, Type 40 area vocational center, or special education cooperative may apply
for the grant.

All applicants must submit a Grant Accountability and Transparency Act Risk Assessment (found under Grants) and application (found under
Surveys) for the School Maintenance Project Grant via the IWAS (https://sec.isbe.net/iwas/asp/login.asp?js=true) System. Access to these
systems is granted to district administrators. If another staff member will be completing the application, the district administrator will have to
give authorization through IWAS.

For detailed information, go to the ISBE School Maintenance Project Grant webpage (/Pages/School-Maintenance-Project-Grant.aspx) or
contact Maria Foehner with the School Business Services Department at (217) 785-8779 or at SMPG@isbe.net (mailto:SMPG@isbe.net).
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ILLINOIS TRANSITIONAL MATH RESOURCES

Due to unforeseeable circumstances, the state transitional math website is currently down. A sharable Google folder has been created to assist
school districts with transitional math course implementation and provide necessary documentation for portability. Until the website is back up
and running, please utilize this sharable folder (https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1yo33QApGH20ZAsJG2120FM3plgN6JaMJ?
usp=sharing). Please note: The documents in this folder are pulled from a backed-up file and should be reviewed prior to using. They may
temporarily contain broken links to external resources and incomplete resources.

If there are any documents or resources that you need and/or if you have questions, please contact us via the email addresses provided below:

« lllinois State Board of Education: TRInstruction@isbe.net (mailto: TRInstruction@isbe.net)
« lllinois Community College Board: iccb.i.placement@illinois.gov (mailto:iccb.i.placement@illinois.gov)

PATHWAY TO LICENSURE RESOURCE AVAILABLE TO SCHOOLS

Are you looking to fill a last-minute vacancy within your school district prior to the start of the school year? You may have an educator in your
school or district who is already qualified to fill the position. ISBE’s Educator Effectiveness Department would like to highlight the Pathways to
Licensure drop-down menu found on the Educator Licensure page (/Pages/Educator-Licensure-Resources.aspx), where you can find flyers to
assist you in identifying the criteria required to qualify individuals for a particular position. For any licensure questions, please visit the
Licensure Message Center (/contactlicensure).

ILLINOIS COUNCIL OF TEACHERS OF MATHEMATICS ANNUAL CONFERENCE OCT. 16

The lllinois Council of Teachers of Mathematics has announced that its annual conference, which has a theme of “Pursuing Innovation and
Equity,” will be held virtually on Oct. 16. This year's keynote speaker will be Fawn Nguyen (https://www.fawnnguyen.com/about). She is the
creator of resources such as Visual Patterns (http://www.visualpatterns.org/), Between 2 Numbers (https://www.between2numbers.com/), and
Chewable Math (https://www.chewablemath.com/). For more information as it becomes available, check out the Annual Conference Information
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webpage (https://ictm.memberclicks.net/annual-conference). The lllinois Council of Teachers of Mathematics meets every October, gathering
educators from across lllinois for an inspirational time of professional development, collaboration, and community. There will be sessions and
workshops led by some of the best educators in the state.

UNLIMITED INTERNET AND SECURITY SERVICES AT NO CHARGE FOR ALL PUBLIC K-12

The lllinois Department of Innovation and Technology (DolT), a state agency, and lllinois Century Network, the state managed fiber network,
are providing all public K-12 districts with unlimited internet bandwidth and security services at no charge. Unlimited internet bandwidth means
a school will have as much internet access as it requires. Security services include cyberattack mitigation and content filtering. Content filtering
protects against malicious websites and harmful content.

If your school district is listed on the K-12 School District list (https://www?2.illinois.gov/icn/projects/k12network/Pages/k12-list.aspx), DolT has
your information, and you’re good to go. If your school district is not listed, please contact DolT at DolT.ICN.K12@illinois.gov
(mailto:DolT.ICN.K12@illinois.gov) for more information about how your school district can receive unlimited internet bandwidth and security
services at no charge.

FREE LIVE AP COORDINATOR SUMMER WORKSHOPS NOW AVAILABLE

Advanced Placement (AP) coordinators can register for a three-hour, online, interactive workshop, which is designed to help new and
experienced AP coordinators learn how to efficiently manage their schools' AP program. Experienced AP consultants will guide workshop
participants through important content that will focus on the first half of the school year, provide opportunities for deeper investigation and
collaboration, and allow for a discussion of best practices.

To register for an upcoming live event, visit the AP Professional Learning Event Calendar
(https://eventreg.collegeboard.org/c/calendar/54ae034d-96ef-4609-8458-c7c7a76ad3b9) and check Subject Area = Coordinator. The workshop
is designed for AP coordinators, but district and school staff also are encouraged to register and attend.

ASSESSMENT

ACCESS TESTING RESULTS UPDATE

A previous message indicated that early ACCESS and alternate ACCESS test results would be posted on Aug. 2. However, posting of the
scores was delayed because the Student Information System (SIS) was undergoing maintenance during the early part of last week. Provisional
ACCESS scores will be released shortly. Districts should review this FAQ document for guidance on placing students into English Learner
services using provisional ACCESS scores «= (/Documents/FAQ-ACCESS-Placement.pdf).

ILLINOIS ASSESSMENT OF READINESS CORRECTIONS WINDOW EXTENDED

The lllinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR) corrections window has been extended until 11:59 p.m. Aug. 15. Scores are now available in the
Student Information System. District staff have until 11:59 p.m. Aug. 15 to make corrections for the purposes of the Individual Student Reports
for all scores that are “unassigned” or not matched.

In addition, Sept. 3 is the last day for corrections for the purposes of accountability and the lllinois Report Card for the 2020-21 school year.
You may continue adding your RNVTA codes up until this date.

Please refer to 2021 Illinois Assessment of Readiness Correction and Scores Review Procedures « (/Documents/IAR-AC-Announcement-
2021.pdf) if you need assistance with your corrections.
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If you need assistance with scores, contact the ISBE Help Desk at (217) 558-3600, Option 3. If you have questions about testing in general,
contact the Assessment Division at (866) 317-6034 or assessment@isbe.net (mailto:assessment@isbe.net).

EVIDENCE-BASED FUNDING

ISBE RELEASES FY 2022 EVIDENCE-BASED FUNDING CALCULATIONS

The Fiscal Year 2022 Evidence-Based Funding (EBF) calculations are now complete, and the FY 2022 EBF Quick Facts Report is now
available on the ISBE EBF website (http://www.isbe.net/ebfdist). The first of the 22 payments will be released on Aug. 10. The FY 2022 Full
Calculations will also soon be available.

Please note that the FY 2022 Student Population Allocation Reports will be available in the coming weeks for utilization in the preparation of
your FY 2022 Spending Plans. Supplemental resources will be available in the coming weeks and will be announced in ISBE’s Weekly
Message.

If you have questions about the calculations, you are welcome to contact the State Funding and Forecasting Department at (217) 782-0249 or
sff@isbe.net (mailto:sff@isbe.net).

SITE-BASED EXPENDITURE REPORTING

FY 2021 SITE-BASED EXPENDITURE REPORTING DUE AUG. 16

FY 2021 Site-Based Expenditure Reporting is due in IWAS by Aug. 16. Submissions may be edited until Aug. 31. ISBE strongly recommends
that district leaders begin the reporting process at least a week before the deadline. New resources are available on the ISBE Site-Based
Expenditure Reporting website (http://www.isbe.net/site-based), including FY 2021 Reporting Guidance and webinars to support you through
the process. Of special note this year is our new in-app data calculation tool, which guides users in uploading their general ledgers and
efficiently completing the reporting requirements.

District leaders who encounter issues not addressed by the resources that are available may sign up for an office hours slot
(https://calendly.com/site-based). Office hours are available in 15-minute increments from 9 a.m. -noon every Thursday in August. Questions
may also be directed to site-based@isbe.net (mailto:site-based@isbe.net).

IN BRIEF

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Ed Leaders Network
Ed Leaders Network has the following live webinar and recorded courses available to view now.

3-4 p.m. Aug. 17 — Developing and Cultivating an E team with Equity at the CENTER Part ||
(https://lus02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_z5WomlaEQpWeffnLyPwgHg): Equity is embedded in our daily life and work as educators. As
educators, we have a duty to ensure we are meeting the needs of all our students by creating spaces and places that are accessible for all,
adaptable, and student-centered. Developing, cultivating, and supporting your school's E team is the right way to create an equitable
environment for our students. This session will share strategies to cultivate an E team that supports your equity vision. We will dig deeper into
the discover/disrupt/dismantle framework with our E team.
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Teaching with Primary Sources in the Elementary Classroom (7 PD hours): (http://ipa-
nfe.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taTOXMDE 1Mjk4OCZwPTEmMdTOXMTMyMDE 1MjMwJmxpPTg4NTkxNDAw/index.html)This course takes a deep dive

into using primary sources and inquiry in the elementary classroom. Teacher resources, classroom videos, and hearing from teachers are
highlights of this course.

Study Skills Integrated and Aligned to Learning Styles (2 PD hours): (http://ipa-
nfe.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taTOXMDEOMTg3NyZwPTEmdTOXxMTMyMDE 1MjMwJmxpPTg4NDMxMDQx/index.html)Participants in this course
will compare and contrast study skills for the three common learning styles (visual, auditory, and kinesthetic learners). They will learn how to
produce and integrate strategies/activities that are best for each type of learner.

FEATURED ISBE CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

« Early Childhood Budget (/Lists/ISBECareers/CareerDisplayForm.aspx?ID=572)
« Learning Renewal - Finance Center Lead (/Lists/ISBECareers/CareerDisplayForm.aspx?1D=565)

View all open positions at ISBE (/Pages/Careers-at-ISBE.aspx).
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