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• With the addition of a new TAC Member to the Illinois TAC, this general 
information is included to provide an overview of the IAR.  

• The Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR) is the state assessment and 
accountability measure for Illinois students enrolled in a public school district. 

• IAR assesses the new Illinois Learning​ Standards incorporating the Common 
Core and is administered in English Language Arts and Mathematics to all 
students in grades 3-8.

• Online Administration:  March 11, 2019 – April 26, 2019
• Paper Administration:  March 25, 2019 – April 26, 2019

• ISBE has two contracts for the Illinois Assessment of Readiness
• Content Development: New Meridian
• Administration: Pearson
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Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR) 



• Shorter Test Blueprint for Mathematics and English Language Arts (ELA)
• Implementation of Pre-Equating for ELA for the first time
• Move from paper & pencil administration to online administration in 

large district for Grade 4 
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Summary of Key Operational Changes in 2019



• Measure the knowledge, skills, and understandings essential to achieve 
college and career readiness

• Aligned to common standards for college and career readiness
• Focus on an integrated model of literacy assessed through analyzing complex 

texts and providing evidence to demonstrate understanding

• Passage Sets and Task Models assess
• Analysis of a variety of complex texts 
• Ability to close read and provide support 
• Vocabulary skills
• Understanding at all levels of cognitive complexity
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English Language Arts (ELA)



• Task Models require students to
• Analyze complex texts
• Synthesize ideas
• Write to demonstrate their understanding 

• Three types of Task Models
• Literary Analysis Tasks (LAT)
• Research Simulation Task (RST)
• Narrative Writing Task (NWT)

• Literary and Informational Passages
• Additional short, long, or paired passages are included to balance out Literary vs. 

Informational text requirements for each grade.
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ELA Task Models and Passages









Example Blueprint: Form A 



Example Blueprint: Form B 



•Evidence-Based Selected Response (EBSR)

•Technology-Enhanced Constructed Response (TECR)

•Range of Prose Constructed Responses (PCR)

ELA Item Types
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are the three types of items that will constitute the two summative components of the assessment.

Evidence-Based Selected Response (EBSR)—Combines a traditional selected-response question (Multiple Choice) with a second selected-response question that asks students to show evidence from the text that supports the answer they provided to the first question. Underscores the importance of Reading Anchor Standard 1 for implementation of the CCSS.
Technology-Enhanced Constructed Response (TECR)—Uses technology to capture student comprehension of texts in authentic ways that have been difficult to score by machine for large scale assessments (e.g., drag and drop, cut and paste, shade text, move items to show relationships). 
Range of Prose Constructed Responses (PCR)—Elicits evidence (mostly written) that students have understood a text or texts they have read and can communicate that understanding well both in terms of written expression and knowledge of language and conventions. There are four of these items of varying types on each annual performance-based assessment. 




Evidence-Based Selected Response 
(EBSR) 

Two-part items 
• Part A:  Answer a question about the text
• Part B:  Support answer with evidence from 

the text 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each EBSR item is worth two points.
To earn full credit, a student must answer both Part A and Part B of the item correctly.
A student may earn partial credit in a variety of ways, depending on the number of correct responses required in Part A and Part B of the question.





• Can be 1- or 2-part items
• Allow for machine scoring 
• Utilize electronic technology such as:

• Drag and drop 
• Text highlight
• Inline choice
• Match Table grid
• Text extraction
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Technology-Enhanced Constructed Response (TECR)



• Included only within performance-based tasks
• Reflect the focus of the assigned ELA Task Model 
• Elicit evidence(s) supporting the Sub Claim for Written Expression and 

the Sub Claim for Conventions and Knowledge of Language
• Allow students to address larger concepts, ideas, claims, & themes
• Provide students with the ability to generate a thorough written 

response

Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) Technical Advisory Com
m

ittee M
eeting

14

Prose Constructed Response (PCR) 



• Measure the knowledge, skills, and understandings essential to achieve 
college and career readiness

• Aligned to Career and College Readiness Standards for Mathematics
• Connections to the Standards for Mathematical Practices

• Items/Tasks assess
• Conceptual understanding 
• Procedural skills 
• Mathematical reasoning by using mathematical arguments and critiques
• Solving real-world problems by engaging the modeling practice
• Understanding at all levels of cognitive complexity
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Mathematics Items and Sets







Type 1

Type 2

Type 3
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