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Welcome/Roll Call
Mr. Mohip brought the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m.

Mr. Mohip stated that the agenda item “discussion of subcommittees” would not be
discussed today by the task force committee members. He further added that at the last
Whole Child Task Force meeting, members agreed that prior to moving forward committee
members need to have a common understanding of the definitions of trauma responsive.
Mr. Mohip shared that the goal for today’s meeting was to continue the rich conversation
on the definitions prior to breaking up into subcommittees.

Roll call was taken, and a quorum was present.

Introduction of New Member, Lauren Pett.
Ms. Pett introduced herself and shared her background.

Common Definitions:

a. Trauma-Response School

b. Trauma Responsive District

c. Trauma Response Community

Dr. Cicchetti stated that a small group of eight task force members met twice in the last
week weeks. Two ideas the group wanted feedback on from task force members were:
1. What we want to mean when we use the word trauma.
2. What (definitions) do we want to use working forward?



Dr. Cicchetti explained that the purpose of the presentation, Definitions and Core Concepts,
is to share a set of materials that demonstrate where the group started when they began
discussing trauma and where the group is now. In addition, the hope was to receive input
from the task force members about the information shared.

Ms. Whalen added that it was important that everyone has a common understanding of
what is trauma. She further stated that it is not just the experience of trauma but rather the
effect and context of the experience.

Mr. Mohip asked if the small group of eight task force members were defining trauma, not
just as an event, but rather an event that has a lasting impact on a child.

Dr. Cicchetti responded that with the 3E it states that there is a broader impact. She
provided an example of a children experiencing a tornado. Not every child who experiences
a tornado is going to have ongoing trauma. That child experienced that event, but whether
or not he/she felt at risk that he/she or someone they love is going to die, or he/she lost
their house, or are separated from their family may change how they experience that
particular event. She added, for trauma that requires an intervention, the immediate
intervention would be a crisis response. When an immediate crisis intervention is done,
many children may not require ongoing trauma support that requires an intervention. Dr.
Cicchetti explained that what we would be looking for is how that bad experience is starting
to affect a child’s function in school over a long period of time. She explained that not all
bad experience will necessarily require the same intervention. Some kids, families, and
communities are very resilient and will be able to manage through that crisis and move
forward. The hope is through this work we help more kids, families and communities in
doing that.

Ms. Lack asked for clarification between acute trauma versus chronic trauma.
Dr. Cicchetti responded.

Ms. Aguirre asked about triggering events and when to identify post-traumatic stress
disorder in students.
Dr. Cicchetti responded.

Ms. Mikos commented on microaggression and racism.
Dr. Cicchetti responded.

Mr. Mohip asked whether the task force members agreed with the three-pronged approach
of defining trauma and if so that the small group of eight task force members continue
working on the definitions of trauma informed schools, districts, and communities.

The task force members agreed with the approach and direction.



Dr. Cicchetti asked that an article, Beyond ACE Score, be shared with the all the task force
members.

Mr. Mohip stated that his understanding is that ACEs is an assessment given to all children
by their pediatricians and not something done by schools or the state.

Dr. Cicchetti stated that is not something we know for sure and it is explained further in the
article. She further explained the ACEs survey.

Dr. Cicchetti asked if the task force members were comfortable with embedding some
description of ACEs but expand it to include the information (the tree diagram) to describe
the multiple types of trauma that kids may experience.

Ms. Argue-Mason suggested including the ACEs study and the implication of the ACEs
research instead of just listing the ten factors of ACEs without the study and research.
Dr. Cicchetti responded.

Dr. Cicchetti explained the second part of the presentation, Proposed Framework for
Consideration.

Dr. Strickland-Dixon added that the goal was to make certain that the language was
common and understood in order to make the work moving forward easier.

Mr. Mohip asked if the state models presented were adopted by those particular state, or
are they a working progress?
Dr. Cicchetti stated that every state differs.

Ms. Whalen stated that lllinois has begun the process of a state landscape analysis. She
added that in some states, the SES (state education agency) has adopted definitions and in
other stated they have adopted legislation. In other states, it is an optional definition they
are moving towards with support of the state agency. She shared that there is a continuum
depending on the support behind it.

Dr. Cicchetti stated that Sen. Durbin recently announced bipartisan legislation called RISE
(Resilience Investment, Support, and Expansion) to address childhood trauma and to reduce
violence.

Task force members further discuss the various state models.

Ms. Whalen asked the task force members for feedback on the definitions.



VI.

VII.

Mr. Mohip stated that part of the charge of the Whole Child Task Force is to create
definitions for trauma-responsive school, trauma-responsive district, and trauma-responsive
community. He asked for further clarification about the direction of the definitions.

Task force members further discuss the direction of the definitions.

Ms. Mikos asked what the definition to early childhood is.
Mr. Mohip said that at times is can be birth to five or birth to seven.
Dr. Cicchetti stated it is typically birth to four.

Sen. Lightford stated that educator stakeholders can come together to build a better
trajectory of implementation moving forward. She added that we are not only speaking
about this in the perspective of across the state, but also the range of effectiveness and its
influence.

Mr. Mohip stated it is important to get the common definitions in order to move forward
with the work of the task force.

Sen Lightford stated that an extension to the February deadline can be requested in early
October if necessary.

Discussion of Subcommittees
This was not discussed.

Public Comment
There was no public comment.

New Business
There was no new business.

Adjourn

Sen. Lightford made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Argue-Mason seconded the
motion.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:54 pm.



