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Scoring 3+
• 27.3% of the Class of 2018 Scored a 3 or Higher 

on an AP Exam During High School.

• 28.4% of the Class of 2019 Scored a 3 or Higher 
on an AP Exam During High School.

• 29.0% of the Class of 2020 Scored a 3 or 
Higher on an AP Exam During High School.

Successes from the 
Class of 2020
Figure 1: p. 14

Shows the degree to which students are 
participating in AP Exams and achieving 
success
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Illinois had a .6 percentage-point 1-year increase in the percentage of public 
high school graduates scoring a 3 or higher on an AP Exam in 2020.

Illinois had a 12.5 percentage point increase over 10 years in the percentage 
of public high school graduates scoring a 3 or higher on an AP Exam in 2020.

1-Year, 3-Year, 5-Year, and 10-Year Change in the Percentage of Graduates 
Scoring a 3 or Higher on an AP Exam During High School. 

Percentage of the Classes of 2010, 2015, 2017, 2019, and 2020 Scoring a 3 
or Higher on an AP Exam During High School.

Successes from the 
Class of 2020
Figures 2A and 2B pgs. 16-17

Reveals the progress states have made 
over 1, 3, 5, and 10 years toward 
ensuring that their students have the 
opportunity and preparation to succeed in 
AP 10 year 5 year 3 year 1 year

12.5 5.9 2.7 .6

2010 2015 2017 2019 2020
16.5% 23.1% 26.3% 28.4% 29.0%
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Cohort Growth AP Credit Policy AP Low Income Fees

Illinois AP Grant

Data from SAT Suite: AP Potential

Chicago Public Schools: AP Participation & Performance
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Total # of 
Graduates
in Illinois

Number of Graduates Who Took an 
AP Exam During High School 

Percentage of Graduates Who Took 
an AP Exam During High School 

2010 2015 2019 2020 2010 2015 2019 2020 2010 2015 2019 2020
139,035 138,974 134,527 132,838 34,777 48,489 56,600 55,172 25.0% 34.9% 42.1% 41.5%

Cohort Growth
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Cohort Growth
Number of Graduates Who Scored 3 or Higher on an AP 

Exam During High School 
Percentage of Graduates Who Scored 3 or Higher on an 

AP Exam During High School 

2010 2015 2019 2020 2010 2015 2019 2020
22,917 32,097 38,266 38,521 16.5% 23.1% 28.4% 29.0%
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Cohort by Low-Income Graduates
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AP Exams by Low-Income Examinees


