
School Nutrition 
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Monday, Nov. 13, 2023

Equity ● Quality ● Collaboration ● Community



What’s New?

www.isbe.net/nutrition

http://www.isbe.net/nutrition


What's New?

ISBE SNP Update
 2-3 p.m. Monday, Dec. 4

https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/1693915743647517015

https://register.gotowebinar.com/rt/1693915743647517015


What's New?

The Outlook newsletter
Two ways to subscribe
 Update your 

WINS contacts
 www.isbe.net/subscribe
 New issues posted at 

www.isbe.net/nutrition
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Nutrition-and-Wellness-Newsletters.aspx

http://www.isbe.net/subscribe
http://www.isbe.net/nutrition
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Nutrition-and-Wellness-Newsletters.aspx


What's New?

Photos by Beth Marks, Director of Student Services, Shawnee CUSD 84
Ashley Follis, Katie Ford, and Christy 
Schaefer



What's New?

Photographs Courtesy of Shawnee CUSD 84 in Wolf Lake

ISBE Nutrition Department

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Nutrition-and-Wellness-Champions.aspx

https://illinoisfarmtoschool.org/

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Nutrition-and-Wellness-Champions.aspx
https://illinoisfarmtoschool.org/


What's New?

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Recipe-Success-Toolkit.aspx

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Recipe-Success-Toolkit.aspx


What's New?

• FOOD ADVISORY: WanaBana Apple 
Cinnamon Fruit Puree Pouches

• FOOD RECALL: Tyson Fully Cooked 
Fun Nugget Breaded Shaped Chicken Patties

• FOOD RECALL: Sister Sister General Tso's 
Chicken With Fried Rice

Websites to Bookmark
• USDA’s Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) 
• U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA)

https://www.fda.gov/food/alerts-advisories-safety-information/fda-advises-parents-and-caregivers-not-buy-or-feed-wanabana-apple-cinnamon-fruit-puree-pouches?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/recalls-alerts/tyson-foods-inc--recalls-chicken-patty-product-due-possible-foreign-matter
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/recalls-alerts/jx-restaurant-inc--recalls-chicken-products-due-misbranding-and-undeclared-allergens
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsis.usda.gov%2Fwps%2Fportal%2Ffsis%2Fhome&data=05%7C01%7Ctmurphy%40isbe.net%7C0007419f7c134e766d9008dbd957d800%7C0364fe8649c64af4b52c335a99e577d1%7C0%7C0%7C638342743544908305%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=M7cipUKO4JNEQJt9ieOekxfRiqeWD5xEYyDnhVNnapo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fda.gov%2Fsafety%2Frecalls-market-withdrawals-safety-alerts&data=05%7C01%7Ctmurphy%40isbe.net%7C0007419f7c134e766d9008dbd957d800%7C0364fe8649c64af4b52c335a99e577d1%7C0%7C0%7C638342743544908305%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=weW%2BYWz4SjEZQyqSE9MqMUElFZzXwISEc2diRhtxRSw%3D&reserved=0


What's New?

Healthy Meals Incentives 
Recognition Awards
• Eligibility Criteria: NSLP and/or SBP sponsors
• Deadline: Apply anytime between now 

through June 30, 2025. Applicants notified 
of results within two months of submission.

• https://healthymealsincentives.org/recognition-awards/

https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/healthy-meals-incentives

https://healthymealsincentives.org/recognition-awards/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/healthy-meals-incentives


What's New?

Farm to School Grants
• ICYMI: November issue 

of The Outlook
• Deadline to apply:

Jan. 12, 2024 

https://www.isbe.net/Documents_Nutrition_Newsletter/Outlook-Nov2023.pdf


What's New?

Farm to School 2023 Census
• Instructions and a link to Census emailed 

from Farm2SchoolCensus@dir-online.com

• Questions? Call (866) 986-2230 toll free 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. CT, or e-mail 
Farm2SchoolCensus@dir-online.com

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/farmcensus-letter-2023.pdf

mailto:Farm2SchoolCensus@dir-online.com
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/farmcensus-letter-2023.pdf


What's New?

Space is limited. Register at https://forms.gle/fHA9ztnsrcFB5pnf8
Questions? Email admin@sevengenerationsahead.org

https://forms.gle/fHA9ztnsrcFB5pnf8
mailto:admin@sevengenerationsahead.org


What's New?

SY 23-24 
Administrative 
Reviews
 SFA list
 Resource guide

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Nutrition-Monitoring-and-Review.aspx

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Nutrition-Monitoring-and-Review.aspx


Coming Up!

Food Distribution Program
SY 2024-25 Annual Order Period 

• Opens Jan. 8
• Closes March 15

Processing closed March 4-8 and 
re-opens March 11-15

Contact us at fdp@isbe.net

mailto:fdp@isbe.net


Important Reminder

Buy American Provision

• https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/resource-files/FactSheet_BuyAmerican.pdf
• https://www.isbe.net/Pages/General-Procurement-All-Programs.aspx
• https://www.isbe.net/Documents/admin-handbook.pdf

https://fns-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/resource-files/FactSheet_BuyAmerican.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/General-Procurement-All-Programs.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/admin-handbook.pdf


FSMC/ Vended Meals Contracts

 If you hold a noncompetitive contract or your current 
contract does not have renewal options, formal 
solicitation is required by federal regulation.

 Questions: Contact nutritionprocurement@isbe.net

Important Reminder 

mailto:nutritionprocurement@isbe.net


Important Reminder 

Verification Deadlines
 Nov. 15: Completion of Verification 

activities
 Dec. 15: Submission of Verification 

Summary Report in WINS
 SY 23-24 Verification Process and VSR
 VSR: Steps 2-5 Recorded Training

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Based-Child-Nutrition-Documents.aspx

https://register.gotowebinar.com/recording/6354129807900216836
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/5649116356050463748
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Based-Child-Nutrition-Documents.aspx


School Breakfast Program Mandate

Important Reminder 

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/J-Misc-Fed-State-Reg.pdf

Per  105 ILC126/15 every public school in which at least 40 percent of students were eligible for 
free or reduced-price lunches in October of school year 2022-23 must plan to operate a School 
Breakfast Program for school year 2024-25.

Opt-Out Provision - School Breakfast Program:

• District must submit cost analysis to their regional superintendent of education no later
than February 15, 2024.

• By March 15, 2024, Regional Superintendent holds public hearing.

• If the Regional Superintendent does not grant an exemption, school district must operate
a breakfast program in school year 2024-25 in the school(s) noted - OR - the
district (or a resident of the district) may appeal the decision to the State Superintendent
of Education by April 15, 2024. If appealed, State Superintendent must hold hearing and state
conclusion by May 15, 2024.

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/J-Misc-Fed-State-Reg.pdf
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=2642
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Breakfast-Program.aspx


 Summer Food Service Mandate

Important Reminder 

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/J-Misc-Fed-State-Reg.pdf

Per 105 ILCS 126/20, 
• every public school building in which at least 50 percent of the 

students were eligible for free and reduced-price lunches in October 
2023 

• AND has a summer program operating during the 2024 summer 
months must provide a summer breakfast and/or lunch program for 
the children in that community. 

• The plan must be implemented each year so long as the above 
criteria are met and must operate for the duration of the school’s 
summer school program. 

• A school wishing to utilize the opt-out provision [105 ILCS 126/20 
(d)] of the program for the upcoming summer must petition their 
regional superintendent by Jan. 15, 2024.

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/J-Misc-Fed-State-Reg.pdf
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=2642
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Summer-Food-Service-Program.aspx


 Summer Food Service Mandate

Important Reminder 

www.isbe.net/Documents/sfsp-requirements.pdf

http://www.isbe.net/Documents/sfsp-requirements.pdf


Fun Facts 
About Local 
Food for 
Schools!

Local Foods for Schools



LFS in Illinois as of Oct. 15

As of Oct. 15, 2023, $228,917.61 in local foods have been claimed.

Local foods have been made available to approximately 317,273 students 
in Illinois. 

Foods have been purchased direct from farmers, processors, food co-ops 
and distributors.

150 School Food Authorities have signed up.

ISBE has 48 known local food providers (farmers, ranchers, producers, 
processors & distributors) in our search in WINS.

Local Foods for Schools



Most 
Popular 

Local Foods 
Purchased

Important Note on Allowable Purchases:
Milk is not an allowable use of LFS funds. One of the requirements of LFS is that the funds are be used for new local foods or an 

expansion of current local foods products and cannot be duplicative.

Local Foods for Schools

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/LFSfunding-howtosignup.pdf

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/LFSfunding-howtosignup.pdf


Upcoming Events & 
Funding Opportunities

• LFS Office Hours - save the date and a link to join are provided on the 
F2CNP website 
• November office hours: 2-2:30 p.m. Nov. 28
• No office hours in December
• January office hour information coming soon!

• Partnerships for Local Agriculture & Nutrition Transformation in 
Schools (PLANTS) Funding Opportunity. Applications are due by 
January 22, 2024. Visit their website for more information. 
o Funding opportunity that is seeking proposals for projects led 

by groups of local partners with systemic and equity-driven 
approaches to transforming school food supply chains. Projects 
should seek to build and strengthen relationships among 
community-based food system stakeholders and School Food 
Authorities (SFAs) as well as expand scratch cooking in schools 
in order to build more nourishing school meal programs. 

• USDA Farm to School Grant Applications due Jan. 12, 2024. For more 
information on this funding opportunity visit the USDA webpage. 

Local Foods for Schools

https://www.thelunchbox.org/fresh-food-initiatives/apply-for-a-grant/plants-grant
https://www.fns.usda.gov/f2s/farm-school-grant-program


Su
cc

es
s S

to
rie

s
Local Foods for Schools



Haven’t Signed 
up for LFS Yet? 

 Farm to School Website (resources and 
information): https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-
Nutrition-Farm-to-School.aspx

 Instructions for Applying: 
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/LFSfunding-
howtosignup.pdf

 Introduction Webinar: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xR3Gd-
TpM6c&feature=youtu.be

Local Foods for Schools

Contact Us at localfoods@isbe.net

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Nutrition-Farm-to-School.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/LFSfunding-howtosignup.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xR3Gd-TpM6c&feature=youtu.be
mailto:localfoods@isbe.net


Coming Soon!

 Informational Webinar Tuesday December 5th at 
10:00am-10:30am



FY 25 School Breakfast Program 
Expansion Grant



FY 25 School Breakfast Program 
Expansion Grant
 Questions
 Contact Abbey Johnson
 Email: abjohnso@isbe.net
 Phone: 217-782-2491

mailto:abjohnso@isbe.net


Coming Soon!

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Equipment-Grants.aspx

NSLP Equipment Assistance Grants

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Equipment-Grants.aspx


Any Questions?  

Nutrition Department 
Illinois State  Board of Education

Telephone: (800) 545-7892 in Illinois only
(217) 782-2491

Fax: (217) 524-6124
Email: cnp@isbe.net
Website: www.isbe.net/nutrition

mailto:cnp@isbe.net
http://www.isbe.net/nutrition
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